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Encoding of Highest daily amount of precipitation during the month = trace 
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_______________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains a proposal for clarification of encoding of trace in Section B of Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.

_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to consider the proposed clarification.

REFERENCES:

[1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1
DISCUSSIONS
Specification of symbolic letters (Section B of Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1) provides not only the meaning of the symbolic letters, but also units or number of code tables for the elements in concern. In case of RxRxRxRx and R24R24R24R24, however, the existing wording is not sufficient, in particular in case of RxRxRxRx (Highest daily amount of precipitation during the month), because there is no regulation within FM 71 that would specify encoding of Highest daily amount of precipitation during the month = trace.  
RxRxRxRx                 Highest daily amount of precipitation during the month, in tenths of millimetres.

                          (FM 71)

R24R24R24R24        Total amount of precipitation during the 24-hour period ending at the time of

                          observation, in tenths of millimetres.

                        (FM 12, FM 14) 
PROPOSAL
It is proposed to introduce the following clarification of the existing specification of symbolic letters RxRxRxRx and R24R24R24R24. 
RxRxRxRx                  Highest daily amount of precipitation during the month, in tenths of millimetres 
                           (coded 9999 for trace).

                           (FM 71)

R24R24R24R24         Total amount of precipitation during the 24-hour period ending at the time of

                           observation, in tenths of millimetres (coded 9998 for 999.8 mm or more, and coded
                           9999 for trace).
                         (FM 12, FM 14)

The proposal for R24R24R24R24  is in compliance with regulation 12.4.9.
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