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Summary and Purpose of Document
This paper proposes changes to the aeronautical codes FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51 which are consequential to Amendment 76 to ICAO Annex 3 / WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] as well as amendments to code tables 0366 and 0919 consequential to Amendment 37 to Annex 15 Aeronautical Information which will become applicable on 14 November 2013.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
To note the contents of this paper and amend the WMO Manual on Codes (WMO-No.306) accordingly.
APPENDIX:

1.
Amendments to FM15 METAR/FM16 SPECI

2.
Amendments to FM51 TAF

3.
Amendments to Symbolic letters

4.
Amendments to Code tables 0366 and 0919

1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
This paper outlines the changes to the requirements for METAR/SPECI and TAF that affect the aeronautical codes FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51, which will have to be amended accordingly. 

2.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51

2.1
The proposed changes to the aeronautical codes for METAR (FM 15), SPECI (FM 16) and TAF (FM 51) are contained in the Appendix to this paper. The proposals are consequential to Amendment 76 to ICAO Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] that are expected to be adopted by the ICAO Council in February or March 2013 and will become applicable on 14 November 2013. The proposed changes relate to the removal of the requirement to report variations in runway visual range (RVR) in METAR and SPECI; the new option to report significant wave height as an alternative to the state of the sea in METAR and SPECI and the removal of the requirement to report, or forecast ice crystals in METAR, SPECI and TAF. The group may wish to note that the diagrammatic part of the codes FM 15 and FM 16 is provided separately and are hand written for ease of reference. The amendments to code tables 0366 and 0919 relate to proposed changes to the requirements for information on runway contamination. A small number of editorial amendments are also included.

2.2
The group may wish to note that the formal consultation process for the ICAO States is still in progress and that these proposals have not been formally adopted and are thus subject to further amendment at this stage.
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