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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents a proposal on versioning of tables to be referred by BUFR and CREX, each of which uses different version number for identifying tables used at present.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to review the versioning of tables of BUFR and CREX with a view to synchronizing version numbers of tables of BUFR and CREX, which could contribute to simple identification of tables.
DISCUSSIONS
1.
FM 94 BUFR (Res. 1 (EC-XL), Rec. 20 (CBS IX)) and FM 95 CREX (Res. 8 (EC-LI), Rec. 5 (CBS Ext. (98)) took effect as from 1 November 1988 and 3 May 2000, respectively.
2.
Both codes have virtually-shared tables, that is;

- BUFR and CREX Tables A, B and D, in particular, BUFR and CREX Tables B combined into one BUFR/CREX Table B, noting that there are some exceptions, i.e. independent entities, in those tables as well as BUFR and CREX Tables C that could be considered as independent tables,
- Code and Flag tables of BUFR, which are referred by CREX
3.
BUFR and CREX share relevant tables as above, nevertheless use different version numbers for identifying same tables to be referred to.  Obviously, this is due to historical circumstance.  When CREX became effective in 2000, the tables of BUFR in operation turned to version 8.  Since then, different version numbers have been given BUFR and CREX almost synchronously, however, using different version numbers for identification is inefficient and confusing, in particular, taking account of annual or more frequent updates of tables to be expected.
4.
It should not be neglected that amendments to the Manual on Codes, which are implemented at the same time, could consist of only amendments to independent (non virtually-shared) entities in tables of BUFR or CREX, such as those in either of BUFR and CREX Tables C.  However, even if in such a case, it would not be harmful to update version numbers of BUFR and CREX fully synchronously, that is, to use same version number.
Proposal:

5.
The current version numbers of BUFR and CREX are 14 and 6, respectively, and 15 and 7 are allocated for "pre-operational to be implemented by next amendment". It is therefore proposed for the version numbers of master tables to be effective on 15 September 2010 that;

(a)
15 and 7 as "Version implemented on 15 September 2010" for BUFR and CREX, respectively
(b)
16, which is in common for both BUFR and CREX, as "Pre-operational to be implemented by next amendment"
(c)
8 - 15 for CREX as "Not used"







