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GRIB2 parameters for Fire Weather Products
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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document proposes additions to GRIB2 Code Table 4.2 for use in fire weather forecasting.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to approve the contents for pre-operational implementation.
Background
At the first meeting of the IPET-DRC (Geneva, September 2009), NCEP presented a proposal for new GRIB2 parameters to be used in fire weather forecasting.  This was agenda item 2.3.8, and the meeting provided feedback and requested NCEP to further refine the proposal accordingly.  This was done, and the resulting document was provided to the IPET-DRC members via email in March 2010, including an offer to provide sample messages for validation if any team members felt it would be necessary.  No further feedback was received, so we would now like to request pre-operational approval for these new parameters.
Proposal
Add a new parameter category to Code Table 4.1:

Product Discipline 2:
Land surface products

Category
Description

     4

Fire Weather Products

Add new parameters to Code Table 4.2:

Product Discipline 0:
Meteorological products, Parameter Category 19:
Physical atmospheric properties

26

Convective outlook


Code Table 4.224

Product Discipline 2:
Land surface products,
Parameter Category 4:
Fire Weather Products

0

Fire outlook



Code Table 4.224

1

Fire outlook due to dry thunderstorm
Code Table 4.224

Add new Code Table 4.224:

Code Table 4.224 – Categorical outlook

Code figure
Meaning

    0

No risk area

    1

Reserved

    2

General thunderstorm risk area

    3

Reserved

    4

Slight risk area

    5

Reserved

    6

Moderate risk area

    7

Reserved

    8

High risk area

  9-10

Reserved

   11

Dry thunderstorm (dry lightning) risk area

 12-13

Reserved

   14

Critical risk area

 15-17

Reserved

   18

Extremely critical risk area

19-254

Reserved

  255

Missing

