EXCERPTS FROM EC-LIX FINAL REPORT
2.
REVIEW OF PANELS AND OTHER BODIES REPORTING TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (agenda item 2)
2.1
The Council discussed decisions of Fifteenth Congress requiring follow-up action by the Council and decided to establish its working structure, comprising of panels of experts, working groups and committees, as follows:

2.2
…..
2.3
It was agreed to establish or re-establish the following EC subsidiary bodies:

……

(d) EC Working Group on WMO Integrated Global Observing System and WMO Information System [Expected results 4 and 5];
……

2.4
……

2.5
It was agreed to maintain the following other bodies reporting to the Executive Council:

…….

(c) Meetings of Presidents of Technical Commissions;

(d) WMO Consultative Meetings on High-level Policy on Satellite Matters;
(e) Intercommission Coordination Group on the WMO Information System;
……
2.6
The membership of EC bodies and other bodies reporting to the Executive Council as defined by EC-LIX is given in the annex to this paragraph. 

2.7
The Council agreed on the terms of reference of the newly established bodies and amended the terms of reference of re-established bodies, as appropriate.  It requested them to put in place, for the next biennium, a set of specific measurable, achievable, relevant and time-bound targets and objectives, related to their work.  The Council emphasized that in view of budgetary constraints, the Organization would provide financial support for participation in meetings of its subsidiary bodies normally to experts from developing countries only.  Further in that connection, the Council encouraged its subsidiary bodies to use in their work, as much as possible, modern means of communication with a view to reducing the number of meetings to a minimum, and to optimizing their outputs.  The Council adopted Resolutions …..2/4 (EC-LIX)…….

Res. 2/4 (EC-LIX) — EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON THE WMO INTEGRATED GLOBAL OBSERVING SYSTEM (WIGOS) AND THE WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM (WIS)

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,

Noting:

(1) Cg-XV Res. 7.4/1 – Towards Enhanced Integration Between WMO Observing Systems,
Considering:

(1) The request expressed in Res. 7.4/1 (Cg-XV) for the Executive Council to:

(a) Establish a mechanism to steer and monitor the activity and to achieve the broadest possible collaboration and cooperation;

(b) Ensure the active participation and representation of the principal bodies concerned and also the participation, as appropriate, of technical experts and representatives of agencies undertaking co-sponsored observing initiatives;

(c) Ensure that this mechanism is closely coordinated with the institutional arrangements for planning and overseeing WIS;

(d) Submit a comprehensive report on the integration between the WMO observing systems to the Sixteenth WMO Congress;

Decides to establish an Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) and the WMO Information System (WIS) with terms of reference as follows:
(1) Provide advice and guidance in the preparation of an over-arching WIGOS Development and Implementation Plan;

(2) Refine the WIS Development and Implementation Plan and ensure coordination between WIGOS and WIS plans to allow for an integrated WMO end-to-end system of systems;
(3) Monitor the development and implementation of WIGOS and WIS through a “rolling review” mechanism; 

(4) Monitor WIGOS/WIS “Pilot Projects”, as identified by Cg-XV, to test concepts, identify problem areas, and to help in elaborating the Development and Implementation Plan;

Requests:

(1) Regional associations and technical commissions to provide input into an over-arching Development and Implementation Plan and to include relevant activities in their strategic plans, work programmes, in particular those activities that require joint actions by regional associations and/or technical commissions for “Pilot Projects”;
(2) The Working Group on WIGOS/WIS to report to subsequent sessions of the Council on the progress in the development and implementation of WIGOS/WIS;

Further requests the Intercommission Coordination Group on WIS (ICG-WIS) to report to the working group to ensure the coordination of the respective WIGOS and WIS development and Implementation Plan, especially as regards WIS meeting WIGOS data collection, exchange and access requirements;
Authorizes:

(1) The working group to establish Sub Groups and Task Teams as and when required;

(2) The working group to undertake intersessional activities that require urgent action while keeping the President immediately informed of such actions and in providing specific descriptions of such activities to the next EC session;

Decides further:

(1)
That a high-level representative from each regional association and technical commission, to be designated by its president, participate in relevant activities of the working group or its sub-groups;

(2)
That the WMO/IOC/UNEP/ICSU Steering Committee for the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), the WMO/ICSU/IOC Joint Scientific Committee for the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), the WMO/FAO Joint Scientific Committee for GTOS, and WMO/IOC/UNEP/ICSU Steering Committee for GOOS participate in the working group or its sub-groups;

(3)  
That the chairperson may seek advice from, or invite experts, in particular from Satellite Operators, as necessary;
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the necessary assistance and Secretariat support for this working group, within the available budgetary resources.

____________

Membership
Executive Council Working Group on WMO Integrated Global Observing System and WMO Information System

1.
A. Divino Moura – Brazil, (chairperson) (RA III)

2.
J.R. Mukabana – Kenya (RA I)

3.
D. Musoni – Rwanda (RA I)

4.
R.C. Bhatia – India (RA II)

5.
T. Hiraki – Japan (RA II)

6.
Zheng Guoguang - China (RA II)

7.
H.H. Ciappesoni – Argentina (RA III)

8.
T. Sutherland – British Caribbean Territories (RA IV)

9
J.J. Kelly, Jr. – USA (RA IV)

10.
G.B. Love – Australia, (RA V)

11.
M. Ostojski – Poland, (RA VI)

12.
F. Uirab – Namibia (RA I)

13.
M. Capaldo – Italy (RA VI)

(Presidents of relevant technical commissions to be invited as experts by the Chairman, as appropriate)
