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Summary & purpose of document

The de facto standard format for the international exchange of satellite data on the GTS is BUFR.  As satellite data and products continue to evolve, the requirements for the representing the data also change.  This document describes the ongoing attempt to expedite the management of these requirements. 

Action proposed

The meeting is requested to take note of the ongoing activities and, where feasible, to support CGMS in the establishment of a Task Force for the drafting of the Terms of Reference of the proposed Working Group.

DISCUSSION

1. Background

At the 2004 meeting of the ET/DR&C, the introduction of a dedicated BUFR Master Table for satellite data was mooted, in order to help accommodate these requirements. This was described in document 3.5(1).  It was proposed that the potential Master Table would be co-ordinated by CGMS on behalf of WMO.  The ET/DR&C decided not to introduce a dedicated BUFR Master Table for satellite data, but rather to allocate part of Master Table 0 exclusively for the representation of satellite data.  It was, however, agreed that CGMS would be an appropriate forum for co-ordinating these activities.

2. CGMS XXXII

In response to a paper mirroring that considered by the ET/DR&C, the 2004 meeting of CGMS (CGMS XXXII) agreed with the concept of a dedicated BUFR Master Table for satellite data, as proposed to the ET/DR&C in Kuala Lumpur.  The following action was raised:

Action 32.17 A working group of CGMS Members should be established to draft a master BUFR table for satellite data. CGMS should designate a rapporteur between this group and the CBS ET on Data Representation and Codes. CGMS Member designated experts will be asked for input and to submit updates at upcoming CGMS meetings. The WMO Space Programme will compile the input and maintain the master BUFR table for satellite data.

3. CGMS XXXIII

Action (32.17) was closed by discussion in Working Group II of the 2005 meeting of CGMS (CGMS XXXIII).  Three working papers pertained to the action, EUM-WP-15, NOAA-WP-15, WMO-WP-20.  Of these, EUM-WP-15 proposed the following Terms of Reference for the new Working Group:

· Solicitation and collation of requirements from satellite data providers and users, for representation of satellite data and products in BUFR

· Co-ordination of the pre-operational exchange of data between centres using proposed descriptors as part of the validation process

· Preparation of a consolidated proposal for new BUFR table B, D, code table and flag table entries, in the form of a paper submitted to the Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes or equivalent group.

· Nomination of a rapporteur to present the consolidated proposal to the Expert Team and to report back to the Working Group any matter arising.

NOAA-WP.24 concerned international efforts to co-ordinate activities in the field of direct broadcast services via satellite. CGMS XXXIII noted the International Direct Broadcast Working Group, which plans to meet on a regular basis, and which would provide a forum for the international direct broad cast users to exchange vital technical planning information regarding achieving access to and maintaining consistency of level 0 and level 1 data. Further, it noted that this Working Group could possibly be tasked to draft a master BUFR table for satellite data (see EUM-WP-15).
Action 33.20 EUM, CMA, NOAA and WMO to establish a task force to draft terms of reference for a potential new working group on data handling for direct data broadcast and pertinent formats (e.g. BUFR) that could be considered at the next meeting of CGMS.
In dealing with this action (33.20) the CGMS Secretariat (EUMETSAT) will request nominations form the relevant parties for membership of the task force. 

4. Conclusion

Whether the requirements for representing new satellite data in BUFR are met by the introduction of a new BUFR Master Table or by the allocation of specific classes of descriptors, the co-ordination of this process would be simplified by the involvement of an independent group of experts.  Such a group could be a Working Group of CGMS.

Members of the ET/DR&C are encouraged, where possible, to ensure the nomination of appropriate members of the CGMS Task Force on the Terms of Reference for the new Working Group.

WMO and its ET/DR&C should also continue to refine the definition of the role of new BUFR Master Tables, together with their scope and the criteria for their establishment.




























