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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the Meeting

At the kind invitation of EUMETSAT, the joint meeting of the Coordination Team on Migration to Table Driven Code Forms and Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes will be held at the headquarters of EUMETSAT from 23 to 27 April 2007.  The meeting will commence on Monday 23 April at 9.30 a.m. 

1.2
Approval of the agenda

The meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.

1.3
Working arrangements for the meeting

The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the Meeting will be held in English.

2.
GRIB 2 CODE FORM

2.1
Additions or modifications to GRIB 2 (including GEMS parameters)

The Meeting will review any requested additions to GRIB 2: in particular for parameters for GEMS (Global and regional Earth-system Monitoring using Satellite and in situ data).

2.2
Possible revisions to GRIB 2 Guide

The GRIB 2 Guide may need updating after 5 years, and the Team may recommend amendments to the Guide.

2.3
Report on production and experimental or operational exchanges of fields in GRIB2

The Meeting will consider any result of experimental exchange of data in GRIB 2.  The Meeting will review the status of validation tests for GRIB2 encoder/decoder programs.  In particular, the Team will see if more work was accomplished for validation of templates related to the encoding/decoding of cross-sections and Hovmöller type diagrams.  

3.
BUFR AND CREX

3.1
Review of Entries awaiting Validation for becoming Pre-Operational

Some of the entries (not those considered in the following items) awaiting validation for becoming Pre-Operational will be considered by the meeting with a view to their subsequent approval by the Chair of OPAG and the president of CBS.

3.1.1
VOS SHIP BUFR Template

Any possible agreement and firm proposals for the VOS SHIP BUFR Template for producing in real time VOS SHIP report will be considered, although the JCOMM SHIP Observation Team (SOT) will meet only later in the year.

3.1.2 Buoy and wave data Template

The Team will consider if the template proposed for exchange of Buoy and wave data, especially for PDE (Puertos Del Estado, Spain) buoys, is now tested and can be declared pre-operational.

3.1.3 CREX Templates for tide elevation

The CREX sequences proposed for exchanging sea level gauge data, especially in the context of Tsunami monitoring, will be reviewed to consider them for pre-operational status.

3.1.4 Air Chemistry

The proposed new descriptors approved last year for validation will be reviewed for approval as pre-operational use.

3.1.5 GHRSST data

The proposed new descriptors approved last year for validation will be reviewed for approval as pre-operational use.

3.1.6 Merged template for AWS or manned surface observation

The new sequences required for AWS or manned surface observation will be reviewed for possible pre-operational status.

3.1.7 AWS templates with national numbering system
The proposal for representation of national AWS identification in a BUFR template will be considered by the Team.

3.1.8 SYNOP CREX Template

The proposal for descriptors for representation of SYNOP data manually encoded in CREX will be reviewed and even considered for pre-operational status.

3.1.9 High resolution RS Template

The proposal for descriptors for representation of High-resolution RS Template will be reviewed and even considered for pre-operational status.

3.1.10
New METAR/SPECI; TAF Templates

The new BUFR templates for aviation Codes will be reviewed and urgent validation sought after.

3.2
New descriptors for satellite data

Any requirements expressed for encoding of satellite data will be reviewed for validation or pre-operational status.

3.3
Clearing by CGMS for new satellite descriptors in Master Table 0 or in a new Satellite Master Table

The procedures and rules for Clearing by CGMS new required satellite descriptors in Master Table 0 or in a new Satellite Master Table will be considered and agreed by the Team, with a view to start the process, for full implementation in 2008 and approval by CBS XIV.

3.4
New descriptors for maritime and oceanographic data 

Any new requirements for descriptors for Oceanographic Data exchange will be considered by the team.

3.5
Master table for oceanographic data

The status of development of Master table 10 for oceanographic data the and the principles and rules for its maintenance, management and retention will be discussed by the Team, with a view to make recommendations for CBS XIV.

3.6
Other needed additions or corrections

The Meeting will review any other requested additions or modifications for validation or pre-operational status to the BUFR/CREX tables. 

3.7
Possible revisions to BUFR Guide

With the evolution and additions to BUFR and CREX, the Guide may need to be reviewed and the Team will identify any necessary amendments.

4.
MODIFICATIONS TO TRADITIONAL ALPHANUMERIC AERONAUTICAL CODES

4.1
Problem of radiosonde numbers

The Team will examine again this problem and consider the various proposals in this matter with a view to make strong statements for CBS XIV.

4.2
Modifications to codes – Calendar

The Meeting will consider the status and calendar for additions relative to the Amendments presented by ICAO.  Any further requested additions or modifications to the alphanumeric aeronautical codes will be considered by the Team.  The implications of a migration to BUFR or other data representation systems for ICAO will also be considered by the Team. 

5. IN RELATION TO MIGRATION TO TABLE DRIVEN CODE FORMS

5.1
Migration Guidance document – information to Permanent Representatives

- Procedural issues for transmission

- Procedural issues for national reporting practices

The proposed Migration Guidance will be reviewed by the Team with a view to finalize this document for urgent dispatch to the Permanent Representatives.

5.2
Questionnaire on Migration

A new questionnaire on the Migration will be reviewed by the Team with a view to finalize this document for possible urgent dispatch to the Permanent Representatives and focal points.

5.3
Involvement of regional rapporteurs

Strategies for involving more Regional Associations and Rapporteurs, following the example of RA VI will be discussed and recommended by the Team.

5.4 Web site for verification service, including chosen examples of BUFR and CREX reports and messages

To facilitate the migration process to TDCF, a validation service was considered for BUFR and CREX coded data in the last ET/DR&C meeting.  This Meeting will reviewed the status of development of centrally organized web-based validation service(s) to facilitate operational implementation and pre-operational testing of migrated data flows.  

5.5
Format of in Web site(s) for helping encoders/decoders

Proposals for creating Code Tables in a more appropriate format for encoder/decoder development to be stored in the WMO server will be considered.

5.6
Decoder/encoder programs under WINDOWS

The need for a BUFR/CREX decoder/encoder program under WINDOWS has been expressed several times, especially at CBS Ext. 06.  The Team will examine any software available, which could satisfy this demand.

5.7
Review migration matrix

Overall status of Migration to BUFR or CREX will be reviewed by the Team.

5.8
Review actions to be performed and define necessary new actions

The expected actions defined in the last Meeting will be reviewed for their status and necessary follow up by the Team, and new actions may be defined.

5.9
Other matters related to the Migration.

