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PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE AERONAUTICAL REQUIREMENTS FROM DRAFT AMENDMENT 74 TO ICAO ANNEX 3/WMO TECHNICAL REGULATIONS C.3.1

(Submitted by the International Civil Aviation Organization)

	Summary and purpose of document
This paper proposes changes to the aeronautical codes FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51 which are consequential to draft Amendment 74 to ICAO Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1]  Additional requirements concerning SIGMET and GRIB 2are also given.




Action proposed

To note the contents of this paper.

1
INTRODUCTION
1.1
This information paper outlines the proposed changes to the requirements for METAR/SPECI and TAF that would affect the aeronautical codes FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51 as well as proposed changes for SIGMET.  It should be noted that the proposals contained in the Appendices are subject to consultation with States and, as such, are not finalized.  The consultation process is taking place between February and June 2006 with a final review by the ICAO Air Navigation Commission expected before the next meeting of the WMO Commission for Basic Systems (November 2006).  Any changes by this process are expected to be minor, if any at all.

2
PROPOSED CHANGES TO FM 15, FM 16 AND FM 51

2.1
The proposed changes to the aeronautical codes for METAR (FM 15), SPECI (FM 16) and TAF (FM 51) are contained in the Appendix to this paper and are given as advanced notice of the most likely changes to the requirements. These proposals are consequential to draft Amendment 74 to ICAO Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] which are subject to consultation with States and, if adopted by the ICAO Council, will become applicable on 7 November 2007. These changes reflect the elimination of the use of SKC and the separation of present weather elements into groups with and without a requirement to report or forecast a change in intensity. These changes concern both observations and forecasts.  A significant change is made in TAF for the introduction of TAF covering a 30-hour period.  All time groups, including those for change groups will require the date and time (as opposed to simply the time in the current table). 

2.2
Additional changes to the notes in the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306) are also suggested in Appendix A in line with the proposed changes to the requirements in Annex 3/Technical Regulations [C.3.1]. It is also suggested, for consideration by the group, that references to national practices are not included in the notes to avoid the potential for misunderstanding bearing in mind that such practices are filed as differences to the international requirements and covered in the part related to national practices. 

3
PROPOSED CHANGES TO SIGMET (ITEM 3.1)

3.1
Draft Amendment 74 to Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations C.3.1 also contains proposals to change the requirements for SIGMET which would influence the BUFR code tables being created by the group.  Some details concerning the description of the geographical position of hazardous phenomena are proposed to be added and perhaps the most significant proposal is the deletion of the outlook in SIGMET for volcanic ash and tropical cyclones.  The proposed changes are shown in Appendix B to this paper. 

4
REQUIREMENT TO DEVELOP THE GRIB2 CODE FORM (ITEM 2.2.5)
4.1
It is expected that a requirement will be developed for forecasts of icing, turbulence and convective cloud for issuance by the two World Area Forecast Centres (WAFC) which would require the use of GRIB2 in this respect as no additional elements are possible in GRIB1.  This  requirement would be expected to become applicable in November 2010.
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