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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for clarification of regulations 

for reporting instrument detected cloud layers 
in Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document
and recommend the proposed modification.

Reference:

 [1]  Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.

1. Background 
Reporting of the number of individual cloud layers or masses is specified by Regulation 12.4.10.1 in the Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1:
12.4.10.1 This group shall be repeated to report a number of different layers or masses of cloud. The number of such groups shall in the absence of Cumulonimbus clouds not exceed three. Cumulonimbus clouds, when observed, shall always be reported, so that the total number of groups can be four. 

This regulation was created at times when cloud layers or masses were reported exclusively by human observers. Nowadays, four layers are frequently reported from AWS in the absence of Cumulonimbus clouds, if the clouds are instrument detected. The existing wording of the regulation is out of date in this respect.
Example:

AAXX 29001

11766 07670 /9901 10041 21012 39321 42816 58004 60001 70011

  333 55022 60005 81/46 83/50 85/58 87/72=
2. Proposal 
It is proposed to modify Regulation 12.4.10.1 in the Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1 to read:

12.4.10.1  This group shall be repeated to report a number of different layers or masses of cloud. When reported from a manned station, the number of such groups shall in the absence of Cumulonimbus clouds not exceed three. Cumulonimbus clouds, when observed, shall always be reported, so that the total number of groups can be four. When the station operates in the automatic mode, the total number of groups shall not exceed four. 
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