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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the Session
The Third Session of the International Organizing Committee (IOC) for the WMO Solid Precipitation Intercomparison Experiment (SPICE) will open at 09:00 hours on Monday, 15 October 2012, at the “Brussels Expo”, Exhibition Hall 11 in Brussels, Belgium. It will take place in Room 1101B.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  
1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only. 
2. REPORT OF THE CHAIR
The Chairperson will report on the progress made since the previous meeting of the IOC (SPICE-OC-2, Boulder, USA, 11-15 June 2012) and on emerging issues to be addressed by the meeting.

3. REVIEW OF THE SITES INSTRUMENTS LAYOUT
The Meeting will review the proposals from the site managers for the siting of the instruments (references, gauges under test provided by the host and by Instrument Providers, ancillary instruments) on their respective testsite. The Meeting will so ensure that all the instruments are appropriately located to avoid any interferences between instruments, as well as with the surroundings. The Meeting will be invited to confirm the proposals or to make recommendations for modifications, as appropriate.
4. REVIEW OF THE SITE DATA FLOW AND DATA ARCHIVAL
The Meeting will review the proposals for the data flow and data archival from each site with a view to secure the integrity of the SPICE data archive and to ensure/organize timely data exchange between the sites and the SPICE Data Analysis Team.

5. DISCUSSION WITH MANUFACTURERS 
Time will be made available to have an open discussion between the Instrument Providers/Manufacturers, the site managers and the IOC. The aim is to build a spirit of partnership and mutual understanding between all parties. Any issues that the Instrument Providers and Site Managers may have on the conduct of SPICE should be raised at this occasion. 
6. PLANNING, SCHEDULING AND COORDINATION OF SPICE 
The Meeting will be invited to review relevant SPICE procedures available at the time of the meeting and the Site Commissioning Schedule.

7. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.
8. DRAFT REPORT OF THE SESSION
The Meeting will agree on the arrangements for finalizing the report of the session.

9. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Monday 15 October 2012, at 17:00.
__________
