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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1 Opening of the Session
The First Session of the International Organizing Committee (IOC) for Radar Quality Control and Quantitative Precipitation Intercomparison (RQQI) will open at 09:00 hours on Thursday, 14 April 2011, at the MetOffice in Exeter, United Kingdom. Participants are invited to fill-in the Metoffice security form for access to UKMO facilities and to send it to karen.lovatt@metoffice.gov.uk.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda

The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  

1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours. The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only.
2. Project Concept Presentation, Clarification and Discussion

The IOC Chairman will provide an overview of the project and the manner in which the intercomparison is planned to be carried out.
3. Presentation and Discussion of Pilot Inter-comparison 
The proposed modalities of the intercomparison will be illustrated through the results of a reduced pilot intercomparison carried out by some of the IOC members who were involved in the development of this concept. This illustration will include the following: presentation of a couple of data sets used in the pilot intercomparison, results obtained with selected algorithms, description of the inter-comparison metrics and overall results obtained applying the metrics on the results of the algorithms.

4. Discussion and Planning of the Inter-comparison 
The meeting will then be invited to review and agree on the modalities of the intercomparions. This will include among others defining the scope of the intercomparison, agreeing on the type and number of scenarios that would be investigated, determining whether short data sets would be suitable to achieve the expected results, defining the data format that should be used and discussing the metrics that would be used for the evaluation of the results.

5. organization OF THE RADAR QUALITY CONTROL AND QUANTITATIVE PRECIPITATION ESTIMATION INTERCOMPARISON
Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to review and agree on the plans for the organization of the intercomparison itself. This will include the following aspects: 
· Main objectives, date, duration, etc.

· Procedures for intercomparison (conditions for participation, identification of participants, intercomparison rules, data sets, etc…)

· Data acquisition and data policy

· Processing and analysis methodology 

· Publication of results

6. OTHER BUSINESS 
Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.
7. DRAFT REPORT OF THE SESSION 
The meeting will agree on the arrangements for the finalization of the draft Report of the Session. 
8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Friday 15 April 2011, at 17:00.
__________
