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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides the Explanatory Memorandum relating to the CIMO-XIV Provisional Agenda.


Action proposed

The Management Group is invited to discuss the Explanatory Memorandum.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM RELATING TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION

The fourteenth session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO-XIV) will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 7 to 14 December 2006.  The opening ceremony will take place at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 7 December 2006.

2. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

2.1 Consideration of the report on credentials

In accordance with General Regulations 20 to 23 a list of representatives attending the session will be made available, which will be based on the credentials received by the Secretary-General before the session and on those handed to his representative at the session.

To enable the Secretariat to send in advance documentation relating to the session directly to the representatives of Members who will be attending, it is desirable that the Secretariat be notified of the names and addresses of the persons who will constitute the delegations as much in advance as possible.  This information may accompany the credentials required under General Regulation 20 if these are sent sufficiently early.

2.2 Adoption of the agenda


In accordance with Regulation 190 the provisional agenda (distributed herewith) and any other items that may be submitted in accordance with sub-paragraph (7) of Regulation 190 will be put before the Commission for adoption.  In accordance with Regulation 189, additional items for the agenda may be forwarded to the Secretariat before the session and should be accompanied by explanatory memoranda and documentation supporting the discussion of these items.  By virtue of Regulation 192, the agenda may be amended at any time in the course of the session.

2.3 Establishment of committees

In accordance with Regulations 22 to 31, the session may wish to establish a Credentials Committee, a Nomination Committee, a Drafting Committee, a Coordination Committee and such other committees, as deemed necessary.  

The Commission will decide when dealing with agenda item 2.1 whether or not a Credentials Committee should be established.  In order to facilitate the election of officers, it is normal practice to establish a Nomination Committee.  Experience at past sessions of technical commissions shows that the most expedient method is for each committee or sub-committee to establish its own arrangements for drafting its report to the Plenary.  To ensure proper coordination of activities, the session will establish a Coordination Committee, according to Regulation 28.

The technical work of previous CIMO sessions has been carried out by two working committees, however with only one committee working at a time having simultaneous interpretation.  The PINK reports of working committees were further considered by the plenary meetings.  Experience obtained from recent sessions of WMO constituent bodies (RAs II, IV and VI, EC-LVII, CAS-XIV) has demonstrated the feasibility of conducting the entire session in plenary, however.  it has been suggested by the President of CIMO to conduct CIMO-XIV in 3 sessions:

General Plenary Session will deal with agenda items 1 to 3, and 8 to 14;
Plenary Session A items: 4, 5;

Plenary Session B items: 6, 7.

Two co-chairpersons will be invited to assist the president.
2.4 Other organizational matters

Under this agenda item, the Plenary Session may wish to examine details relating to the organization of the session not dealt with under items 2.1 to 2.3 above, such as the working hours of the meetings.  The Commission may also wish to decide, in accordance with Regulation 111, whether summarized minutes of plenary meetings of the Commission are necessary.

3. REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION

This report will summarize the activities of the Commission since its last session (Bratislava, Slovakia, September/October 2002), actions taken by the President in support of the crosscutting activities and inter-commission actions that emerged during the intersessional period, proposals for future directions in the next intersessional period and changes to the Commission's terms of reference.  The Commission normally has a general discussion of the President's report and refers any points requiring detailed study or subsequent action by the Commission under the appropriate agenda items. 

4. INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS OF OBSERVATION FOR SURFACE MEASUREMENTS

4.1 Surface Technology and Measurement Techniques

The Commission is invited to review the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on Surface Technology and Measurement Techniques.  The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in areas of concern, such as standards for automated visual and subjective observations, the state-of-the-art of instruments and automated surface observing systems and urban and road meteorological measurements.  The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the Expert Team, including proposal for future activities.

4.2 Surface-based Instrument Intercomparisons and Calibration Methods
The Commission is invited to review the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on Surface-Based Instrument Intercomparisons and Calibration Methods.  The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in conducting and evaluation of instrument intercomparisons planned by CIMO-XIII.  Reference will be made to ongoing intercomparison activities. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities. 

4.3 Meteorological Radiation and Atmospheric Composition Measurements
The Commission is invited to review the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on Meteorological Radiation and Atmospheric Composition Measurements.  The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in areas of concern, such as meteorological radiation measurements and international and regional pyrheliometer comparisons. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.  

5. INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS OF OBSERVATION FOR UPPER-AIR MEASUREMENTS AND REMOTE SENSING

5.1 Upgrading the Global Radiosonde Network

The Commission is invited to consider the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on Upgrading the Global Radiosonde Network.  The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in areas of concern, such as improvement of the global radiosonde network, performance measures to demonstrate continuous improvement in the quality of upper-air observations and support of radio frequency sharing policy for WRC.  The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.  

5.2 Upper-air System Intercomparisons
The Commission is invited to review the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on Upper-air System Intercomparisons. The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in conducting and evaluation of instrument intercomparisons planned by CIMO-XIII.  Reference will be made to ongoing intercomparison activities. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.
5.3 Remote Sensing Upper-air Technology and Techniques
The Commission is invited to consider the Chairman’s report of the Expert team on Remote Sensing Upper-Air Technology and Techniques.  The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in areas of concern, such as error characteristics of water vapor measurements, use of modern doppler radars and profilers in the upper-air network, operational use of lightning detection methods and integrated profiling systems. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.

6. EDUCATION AND TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING

6.1 Training Activities and Training Materials
The Commission is invited to consider the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on Training Activities and Training Materials.  The report will refer to working plan of the team and deliverables achieved in training and capacity building. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.

6.2 Regional Instrument Centers, Quality Management Systems and Commercial Instruments Initiatives
The Commission is invited to consider the Chairman’s report of the Expert Team on RICs, Quality Management Systems and Commercial Instruments Initiatives. The report will refer to the work plan of the team and deliverables achieved in areas of concern, such as strengthening the RICs and quality assurance and management of observing systems. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.

6.3 Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation and Information Dissemination
The Commission is invited to consider the Chairman’s report of Expert Team on CIMO Guide and Information Dissemination.  The chairman will report on the status of the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation. The Commission is also invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the team, including future activities.

7. ADDITIONAL MATTERS RELATED TO THE INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS OF OBSERVATION PROGRAMME

7.1 Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS)

A representative from the GEOSS program will present the case for GEOSS, providing information on the scope of GEOSS, briefly address the societal benefits and requirements, the architecture of a system of systems, the concept of data in the service of users, capacity building and finally outreach objectives.  The Commission is invited to comment on the role of CIMO in GEOSS.

7.2 Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation

A representative from the Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Program (NDPMP) will present an overview of this new program as established by the fourteenth World Meteorological Congress in its Resolution 29.  The presentation will include the statement of program goals, societal benefits and expected deliverables. The Commission is invited to comment on the role of CIMO in the NDPMP
7.3 WMO Quality Management Framework

Recalling the decision of the Fourteenth WMO Congress (Resolution 27 (Cg-XIV)) on a Quality Management Framework, the Commission is invited to discuss its contribution related to WMO technical standards, quality management system(s) including quality control; and certification procedure(s).

7.4 WMO Information System
The Commission will be invited to discuss its participation in WMO Information System’s development and implementation planning, with the emphasis of the role of CIMO programme centres, such as World Radiation Centre, Regional Radiation Centres and Regional Instrument Centres.
 

8. WMO LONG-TERM PLANNING RELEVANT TO THE COMMISSION

The Commission will be invited to provide guidance for the implementation of the Sixth WMO Long-term Plan (2004-2011) and for the preparation of the Seventh Long-term Plan.

9.  COLLABORATION WITH RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Commission is invited to review the collaboration between the International Organization of Standardization (ISO), the International Committee for Weights and Measures (CIPM) and WMO in the area of standardization of meteorological instruments and methods of observation as well in the field of calibration standards and methods. The Commission is also invited to review its collaboration with the Association of the Hydro-Meteorological Equipment Industry Association.

10.  FUTURE WORK AND WORKING STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION

The Commission will be invited to formulate a work programme for the Commission based on its considerations under the various agenda items and on the relevant objectives as given in the relevant parts of the WMO Long-term Plans.  To carry out its work programme, it may also wish to establish Open Programme Area Groups, Expert Teams and appoint Rapporteurs to act until its next session.  Regulations 32, 33, 34, 35 and 37 define the applicable procedures.
11. REVIEW OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION AND OF RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

In accordance with Regulation 190, the Commission will be called upon to review its resolutions and recommendations adopted before this session, along with the relevant resolutions of the Executive Council, with a view to deciding which of them should be enforced or kept in force.

12. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The Commission will be invited to elect a president and vice-president to hold office until the end of the next session of the Commission.  Details regarding eligibility and procedures for elections are given in Regulations 11, 26, 79 to 82, 84, 86, 89, and 184, as well as the provisions of Resolution 37 (Cg‑XI).

13.DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTEENTH SESSION

According to Regulations 186 and 187, the fifteenth session of the Commission is provisionally scheduled for late 2010.  The Commission may wish to consider any invitations and suggestions that may be available at the time of the session regarding the date and venue of the next session.  It would be advantageous if the Commission could have before it such proposals from Members.  The Permanent Representatives of Members are asked to consult their governments on this point and are kindly requested to give appropriate instructions to their national delegates.

14.CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The fourteenth session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation is scheduled to close on Thursday, 14 December 2006.

_________

