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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides the report of the president presenting his activities as CIMO president since the last CIMO/MG-9 meeting in Geneva. It contains a number of points that may need follow-up action by CIMO.


Action proposed

The Meeting is invited to take into account the information provided in this document while planning forthcoming CIMO activities and coordination with other technical commissions and groups. 
________________
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
1. The last CIMO MG (MG-10) meeting was organized from 19-20 October 2012 in Bruxelles and aimed to revise the progress and challenges  involved in the CIMO work plans for the inter-session period 2011-2014. 
2. The MG-10 meeting took place directly after the CIMO Technical Conference TECO-2012 organized together with HMEI and the private vendors in the Meteorological Technology World Exhibition 2012, and in support with the local organizer the private company UKIP. Altogether, 270 people attended TECO 2012 over the three days duration of the conference. After the conference, a survey of the conference was organized by the CIMO secretariat. The result of the survey was very positive. A number of suggestions and conclusions, both in order to improve the organization, the scientific balance, and the venue to the next TECO have been raised, the MG-11 was invited to consider these findings in view of the next TECO 2014 in St Petersburg. A similar survey shall be organized right after the end of the TECO 2014 conference. 
3.  The MG-11 meeting took place in MeteoSwiss Payerne in March 2014, thus only 4 months prior to the WMO Technical Conference on Meteorological and Environmental Instruments and Methods of Observation (TECO-2014) in St Petersburg from July 7 to 9 2014 and preceding the 16th Session of CIMO (10-16 July 2014). The Exhibition of Meteorological Instruments, related Equipment and Services (METEOREX-2014) will be held in parallel to TECO- 2014. The president thanked the kind invitation of the Government of the Russian Federation and underlined that these conference, session and exhibition were to be seen as the milestones to plan during the MG-11. He also noted the progress made by the TECO-2014 Organizing Committee and specially thanked Dr Bruce Forgan BoM the director of the Committee for his strong engagement and leadership in this activity.
4. The third Inter-Commission Coordination Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System ICG-WIGOS-3 met on 10-14 Feb 2014 at WMO Geneva, and the president of CIMO participated as co-chair together with Dr Sue Barrell from the BoM. He noted the clear progress made by WIGOS since the last ICG meeting in 2013, in particular through the work performed by the Inter-Commission Task Teams with representatives of international partner organizations to address WIGOS regulatory material issues TT-WRM, and improvement of WIGOS Metadata TT-WMD. He presented the specific contributions of CIMO in WIGOS with the review of the CIMO Guide to separate guidance from mandatory material, and to include other technical commission in the new edition of the CIMO guide (Atmospheric chemistry with CAS, Marine Observations with JCOMM, New Satellite Part with CBS and satellite experts, Soil moisture with GCOS experts). The president of CIMO noticed his great appreciation to the work brought by Dr Sue Barrell in her strong engagement and leadership in ICG WIGOS.  
5. During the PTC meeting and the PTC-PRA meeting in January 2014, and at the ICG-WIGOS-3 in February 2014 the president of CIMO addressed the willingness of CIMO to develop the new edition of the International Cloud Atlas ICA as the world‘s authoritative, primary source of cloud classification, web based and fully comprehensive with the most up-to-date information. This project was defined in 2013 by an ad-hoc ICA Task Team who drafted a clear initial proposal. This project attracted a lot of attention and support from all parties in WMO. On the other hand it was not defined initially in the CIMO work plans 2011-2014 thus requiring supplementary resources and a specific endorsement during the CIMO 16th session.
6. ICG-WIGOS-3 was also informed about the latest developments of the WIGOS Information Resource WIR and the development of the rolling review of requirements RRR tools associated with WIR. The president of CIMO indicated that MeteoSwiss will be directly involved in a partnership with WMO Observation Department together with the Swiss External Affairs Department for the technical development of the WIGOS-OSCAR surface database initially, and later OSCAR satellite on the same IT technical platform to be provided and operated by MeteoSwiss.
7. As in 2013, the president recalls the absolute need for targeted activities expected from our expert team members with clear results-oriented deliverables. The CIMO MG shall concentrate on defining and supporting important milestones, in close alignment with the on-going WIGOS and WIS objectives, and by prioritizing the work with the view of gaining efficiency in the final CIMO and IMOP Programme activities. He underlined that there has been room for improvement in MG interaction and participation. He noted that in view of the high expectations that WMO Members and programmes have for CIMO and the large number of request for collaborations, participations and support, the management of the commission requires significant work to ensure it meets those expectations, providing significant contributions to the WMO community. In this context, he stressed that in the future he would expect all CIMO MG members to take an even more active role in supporting and promoting the commission activities, both within and outside the commission.
8. The president underlined that with the vision of the Global Framework for Climate Services GFCS to enable society to better manage the risks and opportunities arising from climate variability and change, and its pillar related to Observations and their related quality assessment, the GFCS framework is seeking for an improve coordination of ongoing activities (cross-cutting activities) relevant to GFCS within and among technical Commissions. An improved coordination between CIMO and the other technical Commissions has already been achieved (also as a result of WIGOS and  the current WIGOS implementation  plan) as shown for specific methods of observations in the updated version of the CIMO guide eg. the Atmospheric chemistry with CAS, the Marine Observations with JCOMM, the New Satellite Part with CBS and satellite experts, or the Soil moisture with GCOS experts. The president expressed his concern to seek for synergies with the current working structures in WMO and CIMO when considering the future development of GFCS. Furthermore within the four priority areas of the GFCS (Agriculture and Food Security, Disaster Risk Reduction, Health and Water) the president thanked Jitze von der Meulen for his participation in the Technical Workshop on Hazard for Risk Assessment and his representation of CIMO in the context of Disaster Risk Reduction.
9. List of meetings

	where
	when
	CIMO relevance

	TEL AVIV
	18-21.02.2013
	 ILEOS  4th OASIS Conference: lidar and remote sensing and traceability issue.

	AMSTERDAM
	24-26.02.2013
	5th GRUAN Implementation Meeting (ICM-5): radiosonde for climate applications - GCOS

	WMO-Geneva
	19-23.03.2013
	ICG WIGOS-2 : CIMO contribution to WIGOS

	WMO-Geneva
	15-23.05. 2013
	Sixty-fifth session of the Executive Council (EC-65) : CIMO contribution to EC

	LECCE, Italy
	02-03.06.2013
	IMEKO TC19: quality assurance for in situ et remote sensing methods of observation 

	Davos
	16-17.06.2013
	Meeting SPICE: importance of SPICE in CIMO and MeteoSwiss contribution vs the Weissfluhjoch Alpine Swiss site as Reference site for SPICE

	WMO-Geneva
	01-05.07.2014
	IBCS-1 : CIMO in support of the GFCS

	Davos
	10-12.07. 2013
	 DACA -13: Davos: ozone Dobson in Central Europe, from manual to automatic observations

	London 
	20-21.10.2013
	Review EMPR: Review of the European Metrology Program with focus on Environmental science (inclusive in situ physical atmospheric observations, and satellite based atmospheric observations) 


