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(Submitted by Rabia MERROUCHI, National Meteorological Service of Morocco)

Summary and purpose of document

This document presents a summary of progress on the task of the RIC intercomparisons for RA I. 
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review this document and make recommendations towards the achievement of this task. 
RICs CAPABILITIES AND COMMUNICATION WITH MEMBERS
Report on RIC intercomparisons of RA I
According to the first recommendation of CIMO-XV, regular inter-laboratory comparison between Regional Instrument Centres (RICs) should be organized, preferably within their Region. The results should be published on RICs dedicated websites and on the WMO Website.

Taking into account information provided by RICs of Casablanca, Nairobi and Cairo. It was noted that no official inter-laboratory comparison has been performed since the last CIMO-XV session in 2010 for the RA-I. 
RIC of Morocco tried to conduct an inter-laboratory comparison with Météo-France as RIC of RA-VI. In fact, RIC of Casablanca has calibrated its own working standards in matter of pressure and temperature in the laboratory of Météo-France and brought to Casablanca some Météo-France standards in matter of pressure, temperature and humidity (VAISALA PTB 330 for pressure and VAISALA HMP45D for temperature and humidity). Those equipments still exist in the laboratory in Casablanca. 

The staff of the RIC of Casablanca will calibrate again those equipments before bringing them back to Toulouse in October 07th, 2013 in order to be calibrated again using Météo-France standards and calibrating method.  In fact, laboratory intercomparison and technical collaboration between RIC of Casablanca and RIC of Toulouse is included in the bilateral collaboration annual program for the year 2013.   
In order to achieve the CIMO-XV requirement and to perform RICs intercomparison for RA-I, the following suggestion is submitted for discussion during the ET-RIC-1 meeting. 
1. Intercomparison Item:

Including: Air Pressure, Humidity and Temperature. 

2. Laboratories concerned by the Intercomparison 

All RICs of RA-I. 

3. Pilot Laboratory or RIC in charge of the intercomparison organisation
RIC of developed countries in particular RIC of RA-VI (France or Slovenia or any other RIC volunteer for the action).

4. Intercomparison Route
Most of the RICs of RA-I have purchased new digital standards as working or transfer standards for the three parameters: pressure, humidity and temperature. One operator of each RA-I RICs is designated to attend an intercomparison/training session. The designated candidate should bring with him the calibrating kit and also the procedure followed, in his RIC, to determine uncertainty.

Intercomparison pilot will take note of information reported by each RIC regarding the documentation of the calibrating kit, the competence of the RIC operator and the methods followed for calibration and will prepare a training session explaining the intercomparison method but also to remind basic knowledge in matter of calibration and uncertainty determination.

At the end of the intercomparison session, the pilot of the intercomparison and the participants should prepare a proposal for conducting the up-coming intercomparison events in RA-I. This proposal should be submitted to ET-RIC-1 and RA-I council for discussion and endorsement. 
5. Standards to be intercompared 
Digital standards or equipment used in the RIC for calibration that will constitute the calibrating kit for the RIC.
6. Transfer Standard
Each RIC should calibrate the calibrating kit before sending it to the intercomparison session. The designated operator should bring also calibrating certificate.
7. Intercomparison Method:
The intercomparison Pilot will define the intercomparison method that could be applicable taking into account the nature of the calibrating kit of each RIC, its own standards and the general conditions of the intercomparison session (intercomparison time allocated, competence of participants…etc).
8. Results
Results of the intercomparison of RICs of RA-I will be published in each RIC dedicated website and in the WMO website. 
9. Assistance

Financial assistance is only requested to take into charge 6 participants representing RICs of RA-I. The financial assistance includes travel costs and daily subsistence allowance. 

10. Work plan 

The intercomparison could be achieved in the first part of 2014 if the financial support is provided. 
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