RSMC Tokyo Activity Report for 2010
Executive Summary


In 2010, RSMC Tokyo attended a quarterly exercise conducted by WMO and IAEA on 18 November and a series of large-scale exercise in November by WMO and CTBTO. The centre also conducted internal monthly trainings.

RSMC Tokyo, together with RSMC Beijing and RSMC Obninsk, agreed to revise a regional arrangement titled “Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RA-II”, which indicate the procedures to present the standard products and joint statements using email connection and the mirrored web-sites.
1.
Introduction


In July 1997, the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) was designated by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) as a Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre (RSMC) for Environmental Emergency Response (EER) activities. RSMC Tokyo is responsible for providing atmospheric transport products when requested by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) or the member states of the WMO Regional Association II (RA-II). In such cases, RSMC Tokyo will respond jointly with RSMC Beijing and RSMC Obninsk.
Based on the Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (WMO No. 485), RSMC Tokyo provides the atmospheric backtracking products when the Provisional Technical Secretariat (PTS) of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) requests.

2.
Contact Information

RSMC Tokyo, 

Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA),

1-3-4 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-8122, Japan

Business/operational contact:

Head, Office of International Affairs,

Planning Division, Administration Department

Tel.
: 81 3 3211 4966

Fax
: 81 3 3212 2057

Email
: iao-jma@met.kishou.go.jp (business contact)

eer-tokyo@met.kishou.go.jp (technical contact)

era-tokyo@met.kishou.go.jp (operational contact for IAEA-WMO products)

ctbto@met.kishou.go.jp (operational contact for CTBTO-WMO products)

3. 
Exercises and Trainings
i. Quarterly Exercise and non-scheduled Exercise with IAEA/IEC
RSMC Tokyo participated in the quarterly exercise for RA-II on 18 November conducted by WMO and IAEA. According to the request sent by the Incident and Emergency Centre (IEC) of IAEA, RSMC Tokyo distributed the standard products and the Joint Statement in conjunction with RSMC Beijing and RSMC Obninsk.
RSMC Tokyo conducted a non-scheduled exercise, which was requested by IAEA/IEC on 29 October. In this exercise, the centre provides two series (for two initial times) of products and a regional statement through fax and the mirrored web-servers at RSMCs Melbourne, Montreal, Obninsk, and Washington.
RSMC Tokyo also distributed its products through the mirrored servers when IAEA/IEC conducted a non-scheduled exercise for RA-VI on 26 November.
ii. Large-scale Exercise (Atmospheric Backtracking)

Starting with the receipt of a request issued on 4 November by CTBTO-PTS, RSMC Tokyo attended a series of large-scale exercise for the CTBTO-WMO atmospheric backtracking system. The centre successfully responded with its products for all the requests, which were issued by CTBTO-PTS on the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th of the month.

iii. Internal Monthly Trainings
RSMC Tokyo conducted monthly internal training to maintain and improve its operational capability for the emergency response to the nuclear accidents and for the atmospheric backtracking response.

4.
Lessons learned from recent experiences 
Only 15 out of 27 National Meteorological Services registered in RA-II are reachable. Thirteen NMHSs have fax-connections available, 12 NMHSs are email-connection ready. There are some errors in the fax communication for some of the NMHSs from time to time.
It is highly demanded that the WMO Secretariat, together with RSMCs in RA-II, makes the best effort to keep the contact information up to date, according to ACTION 2 from the 2010 nERA-CG Meeting in Beijing.
5.
Operational Issues
RSMCs in RA-II discussed the email and web site delivery of the standard products and joint statements from July through November. The centres negotiated the amendment of the regional technical memorandum, which was agreed on its first version on November 2005. The centres added the new terms on the fax and email communication test, which will be conducted once a year by each centre.
RSMC Tokyo, together with RSMCs Beijing and Obninsk, conducted fax and email communication test from October through November. The centres confirmed the connections described in Section 4 and reported the results to the WMO secretariat by email.
6.
Status of the Operational Atmospheric Transport and Dispersion Model

The status of the operational atmospheric transport model used at RSMC Tokyo is described in Annex 4 of the WMO Technical Documentation No. 778 (WMO/TD-No. 778).

7.
Plans for 2011
RSMC Tokyo will continue to fulfill the responsibility as the RSMC in RA-II providing its product. The centre will participate in international exercises planned during the year 2011 to maintain its capability for the real nuclear environmental emergency actions in response to requests from IAEA, CTBTO-PTS and WMO RA-II members.
RSMC Tokyo will add two new standard products (24 and 48 hour deposition charts) and will update the product design according to the revision of the GDPFS manual (WMO No.485).
