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Summary and purpose of document

This document reviews progress on the work plan of the ET-nNERA and recommends areas of work for the new Task Team
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to report on and consider progress on the work plan, and agree on an updated plan for the Task Team.  
Annex(es):
I -  ET-nNERA Work Plan 2009

II – Terms of Reference ET-nNERA 2009
1.
Introduction
At the last meeting of the ET-nNERA (December 2009) the Expert Team revised its work plan, as shown at Annex I. Several actions were specified, grouped within four areas of activity which can be summarized as:

· Detection and Verification
· Role of International Organisations. 
· Operational Arrangements
· Capacity Building
A number of major ERA events with significant impacts have occurred since the last meeting of the Expert Team, including volcanic eruptions in Iceland, Chile and Indonesia, and the Fukushima nuclear incident. The operational impact of these events and the follow-up activities have fully occupied many of the Expert Team members, slowing progress on the work plan decided in 2009.

The work plan was developed in the context of the Terms of Reference of the ET which are shown at Annex II.  As discussed under Agenda Item 2 to this meeting of Task Team, statements adopted by CBS-15 relating to the DPFS structure have led to the formation of this Task Team with Terms of Reference which differ to some extent from those of the ET-nNERA. The meeting should consider how these changes affect the future work plans of the Task Team and the ET-ERA.
Those actions specified in the work plan on which progress has been made are listed below.
2
Role of International Organisations
2.1
Engage with these organizations to promote the usefulness of ERA products and determine requirements.

The Secretariat has made a number of direct approaches to relevant organizations including invitations to relevant meetings, but response has not been strong.

3
Operational Arrangements

3.1
Conduct experiment comprising a simulated request from NMHS to RSMC for assistance during a large chemical fire with transboundary potential.

The location and general outline of the experiment have been agreed by the ET and reported to the ICT-DPFS. Planning will be progressed under Agenda Item 6 of this meeting.

3.2
Draft description of user requirements for Regional support

An initial broad description of user requirements has been included in the relevant section of the draft revised Manual on the GDPFS, which will be further discussed under Agenda Item 7. 

3.3
Draft criteria for activation of Regional support procedures

Draft criteria for activation have been included in the relevant section of the draft revised Manual on the GDPFS which will be further discussed under Agenda Item 7.

3.4
Investigate the role and operational arrangements at Singapore Centre for ASEAN regional smoke and haze prediction. 

The Chair of the ET contacted the ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre (ASMC) and forwarded a summary of its operational arrangements to ET members in March 2012.
4.
Mechanisms For Capacity Building
4.1
Compile glossary of terms relating to ATM, using AMS glossary, for inclusion on ERA web pages.
Following the 2009 meeting of the ET, Mr Perron (France) prepared and circulated a glossary of terms relating to ATM.
5.
Priority Areas for Future Work
As noted in Section 1, an unusual number of major ERA events have occurred since the last meeting of the Expert Team, in 2009. The operational impacts of these events, combined with the considerable follow-up activity, relating particularly to the Iceland volcanic eruption and the Fukushima nuclear release, have diverted many of the relevant experts from the work plan activities and delayed the holding of the next team meeting. As a result many of the planned activities are now significantly behind schedule. At the same time progress has been made on the definition of the proposed Atmospheric Sand and Dust Forecasting (ASDF) activity, and on the relevant sections of the revised Manual on the GDPFS.
In order to focus the available human resources on the highest priority areas, the Expert Team in its report to the ICT-DPFS (May 2012) proposed ranking the priority of the activity groups within the work plan as follows:

1. Operational Arrangements
2. Detection and Verification
3. Capacity Building
4. Role of International Organisations.
Within the Operational Arrangements group, the first priority was to complete the drafting of operational procedures for significant non-nuclear incidents, followed by the proposed experiment which will exercise the procedures.
The Task Team will need to consider how the restructuring of the DPFS and its Terms of Reference might affect these priorities or require referral of some tasks to another group such as the ET-ERA.

Other Agenda Items to be discussed at this meeting are likely to generate recommendations for further work plan actions, including those relating to designation and procedures for RSMC-ASDF and the revision of the Manual.
ANNEX I

Work Plan for the Non-nuclear ERA programme
(December 2009)

	Area of Requirement
	Component Action
	Priority / Timing / Milestone
	Responsibility

	Observational data for detection and verification of airborne hazards (chemical sniffers, etc)
	Compile information on available operational air quality monitoring data:

ET members to provide information on own country to Chair
	March 2010
	ET, Chair

	Role of International Organizations (including linkage between NMHS with their national civil protection authority)
	Engage with these organizations to promote the usefulness of ERA products and determine requirements
Prepare a case study on a significant international health incident (such as Bhopal) to be made available to international organizations to illustrate ERA application 
	On going 

June 2010
	Secretariat

RSMC Exeter to lead, with input from ET

	Development of operational arrangements
	Conduct experiment comprising a simulated request from NMHS to RSMC for assistance  during a large chemical fire with transboundary potential.

Draft description of user requirements for Regional support

Draft criteria for activation of Regional support procedures

Investigate the role and operational arrangements at Singapore Centre for ASEAN regional smoke and haze prediction. 

Establish format for exchange of digital dispersion outputs

Develop coordinating environment and display tools
	Scenario and plans by March 2010

Conduct experiment by September 2010

March 2010

March 2010

March 2010

September 2010
	Chair to lead development of experiment scenario.

All RSMCs & Argentina to participate in experiment

Argentina

RSMC Washington
Chair

RSMC Washington  and RSMC Toulouse to lead.



	Capacity building : ERA web-page 
	Include user feedback form on ERA webpages

Distribute webpage  usage statistics to ET

Update webpage to highlight distinction between nuclear and non-nuclear material

Ensure that meteorological model resource list is up to date

Add links on fire-monitoring sites to webpage

Compile glossary of terms relating to ATM, using AMS glossary, for inclusion on ERA web pages.
	June 2010

June 2010

June 2010

Ongoing. Update by next ET meeting

June 2010 

March 2010
	Secretariat

Secretariat

Secretariat

ET to advise secretariat of new links

Secretariat

RSMC Toulouse


ANNEX II – Terms of Reference Expert Team on Modelling of Atmospheric Transport for Nonnuclear ERA (“ET – NonNuclear ERA”), as decided at CBX-XIV (2009)
 (a) Monitor the needs of the NMHSs for atmospheric transport modelling and identify those

areas in which RSMCs can be of assistance;
(b) Identify and promote technical resources which can assist NMHSs in developing their

atmospheric transport modelling capabilities, particularly for limited area nonnuclear emergencies such as chemical releases to the atmosphere;
(c) monitor the atmospheric transport modelling capabilities of RSMCs and other centres

for support to transboundary nonnuclear emergencies, related to emissions from various sources such as volcanic eruptions, dust storms, large fires, and biological incidents, with the goal of improving operational arrangements;
(d) Develop strategies to strengthen operational links with international organizations relevant to nonnuclear ERA, and between NMHSs and relevant national authorities.
