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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on capacity development and outreach related to nuclear ERA.   
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the information and provide recommendations as appropriate.   

Reference:     
A – Excerpt of the CBS-15 on ERA (public information), available at: https://sites.google.com/a/wmo.int/cbs-15/start-here/english
B – Excerpt of the reports of the sessions of Regional Associations (RAs) II, IV, and VI, available at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/meetings/cbodies_en.html.
C – Excerpt of the report of the meeting of the CBS Task Team on the Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (TT-DOP-nNERA), available at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/TT-DOP-nNERA-final-report.pdf
D – Excerpt of the report of the Extraordinary Meeting of the CBS Implementation Coordination Team of the Open Programme Area Group (OPAG) on Data-Processing and Forecasting Systems (ICT-DPFS), available at : http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/ICT-DPFS-Ext_report-Jan2013.pdf
EXCERPT OF THE CBS-15 ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
4.4.4.7
Recognizing the increasing sophistication of the atmospheric transport models used in the RSMCs, and the importance of full and correct interpretation of this information by forecasters in NMHSs, the Commission requested Members who host RSMCs to consider the provision of appropriate training courses in the use and interpretation of their guidance and products.
EXCERPT OF THE RA II ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
4.2.7
In the context of nuclear accidents, in following up to the Fukushima-Daiichi accident, the Association noted that a number of lessons had been learnt and reported on not only by RSMCs, RTHs, and related international organizations, but also by NMHSs in the affected region, inter alia, the increasing need to provide meteorological information for general public interest as well as special user applications. While noting that the EER arrangements, as stated in the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485, Part II, Appendix II-7) and further documented in the WMO Technical Note No. 778 (documentation on RSMC support for EER targeted for meteorologists at NMHSs), define standards in the provision of international products and services by RSMCs for nuclear environmental emergency response standardized products, the Association noted that there are a number of products available on the Internet from other sources, which could be misleading for the Manual/Note. Therefore, the Association requested: (a) its Members who host RSMCs to consider the provision of appropriate training courses in the use and interpretation of their guidance and products; and (b) the Secretary-General and the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) to promote the use of ERA-related products by NMHSs and assist them in the uptake, including in the interpretation and application, of such products for their national purposes. 

4.2.8
To the extent that the three RSMCs providing EER services (Beijing, Obninsk and Tokyo) do develop training courses for the users of their products the Association encouraged them to coordinate this activity to prevent duplication of work and to ensure consistency of the training.

EXCERPT OF THE RA IV ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

4.2.10
The Association recalled experiences of ERA of WMO in the context of a number of major events, including the Fukushima Daiichi NPP accident caused by the Japan Earthquake/ Tsunami event. The Association noted the significant operational impact of these events on the network of Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres (RSMCs) with activity specialization for the provision of atmospheric transport modelling for Environmental Emergency Response (EER) and/or backtracking, including RSMC Montreal and RSMC Washington. In the context of response to a nuclear accident, the Association noted a number of experiences reported not only by RSMCs and relevant international organizations, but also by NMHSs in many regions of the world, inter alia, the increasing need for related meteorological information on the spread of radioactivity from the accident for general public interest as well as specialized users. While acknowledging the existence of EER arrangements and standards for guidance products from the RSMCs, as stated in the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485, Part II, Appendix II-7) and further documented in the WMO Technical Document No. 778 (documentation on RSMC support for EER targeted for meteorologists at NMHSs), the Association noted that there were other products available on the open Internet from other sources, which could cause misinformation. Therefore, the Association requested:
(a)
Its Members that host RSMCs to  
remind NMHSs of the existing ERA documentation and to work towards improving the documentation on the WMO web pages regarding the training, use and interpretation of their guidance and products;(b)
The Secretary-General and the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) to promote the use of ERA-related products by NMHSs and assist them in the uptake, including in the interpretation and application, of such products for their national purposes.
EXCERPT OF THE RA VI ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

4.3(1).8
In the context of response to a nuclear accident, the Association noted a number of experiences reported not only by RSMCs and relevant international organizations, but also by NMHSs in many regions of the world, inter alia, the increasing need for related meteorological information on the spread of radioactivity from the accident for general public interest as well as specialized users.  While acknowledging the existence of EER arrangements and standards for guidance products from the RSMCs, as stated in the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485, Part II, Appendix II-7) and further documented in the WMO Technical Document No. 778 (documentation on RSMC support for EER targeted for meteorologists at NMHSs), the Association noted that there were other products available on the open Internet from other sources, which could cause misinformation.  Therefore, the Association requested: (a) its Members that host RSMCs to consider the provision of appropriate training courses in the use and interpretation of their guidance and products; and (b) the Secretary-General and the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) to promote the use of ERA-related products by NMHSs and assist them in the uptake, including in the interpretation and application, of such products for their national purposes. 

EXCERPT OF THE REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE TT-DOP-nNERA
ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND OUTREACH
8.6
The Team realized that the WMO web site for ERA, including WMO-TD. 778, is under-utilized by NMHSs, and stressed the need for promoting it, including its resources.  At the same time, feedback should be sought from those who access and further pursue suggested links to other resources.  The Team suggested that a user feedback form be further developed on the WMO web site for ERA, which should be guided by a few focused questions on usefulness of information and links provided.  It requested the Secretariat to distribute the web page usage statistics to Team members.  The Team recommended that the web site be updated to highlight distinction between nuclear and non-nuclear materials, and ensure that meteorological model resources list is up-to-date, including links on fire-monitoring sites.  The Team also recommended that the WMO Bulletin article on ERA (January 2006) be updated when the operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA are in place, to further promote the programme.  It requested the Secretariat to post on the web site the compiled glossary of terms relating to ATM. 

EXCERPT OF THE REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE ICT-DPFS

ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND OUTREACH
8.3
The ICT noted that, in the context of national disaster management practices, there are issues associated with the provision of specialized meteorological information to the general public, including proper representation of this information. Cg-16 therefore requested CBS to review the EER procedures to strengthen these aspects in the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485). While recognizing that the provision of information for the general public is a very sensitive issue and is not part of the ERA procedures, the ICT stressed the need to address this issue in order to respond to Members. It noted that CBS-15 provided a direction on the way forward, primarily focused on further assisting NMHSs in the interpretation of ERA-related products and their application for national purposes, and agreed to further address these aspects in the WMO/TD-No. 778. In addition, the ICT noted that CBS-15 requested Members who host RSMCs to consider the provision of appropriate training courses in the use and interpretation of their guidance and products. 
8.4
The ICT agreed with the directions provided by the Task Team on the Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear ERA, in its meeting held in Melbourne, Australia, in November 2012 (ET-nNERA, http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/TT-DOP-nNERA-final-report.pdf).  The ET-nNERA recommended that the WMO Secretariat send out a circular letter to WMO Members and an email to the ERA contact points informing/publicizing the aspects covered by the WMO/TD-No. 778, which provides documentation for Meteorologists at NMHSs on the RSMC support for Environmental Emergency Response, and agreed to include reference (web link) to the WMO/TD-No. 778 in the dissemination of ERA products issued by RSMCs.  
8.5
In addition, the ICT recommended that the WMO Bulletin article on ERA (January 2006) be updated to further promote the programme, and agreed that this could be done for the Special Issue on the 50th Anniversary of the WWW.
