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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the request for the provision of public information.   
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the information and provide recommendations as appropriate.   

Reference:     
A – Excerpt of the Cg-16 on ERA (public information), available at: ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/mainweb/meetings/cbodies/governance/congress_reports/english/pdf/1077_en.pdf
B – Excerpt of the CBS-15 on ERA (public information), available at: https://sites.google.com/a/wmo.int/cbs-15/start-here/english
C – Excerpt of the report of the meeting of the Task Team on Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear ERA, available at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/TT-DOP-nNERA-final-report.pdf
EXCERPT OF THE Cg-16 ON ERA (PUBLIC INFORMATION)
3.1.3.24
Congress considered that the nuclear emergency in Japan (March, April 2011) and the volcanic ash events in Europe (April, May 2010 and May 2011) represent important cases where the current collaboration with relevant international organizations (e.g. IAEA, WHO, CTBTO, ICAO, IMO) can be evaluated in order to benefit from the lessons learned. Congress requested the Secretary-General and CBS, in collaboration with other relevant technical commissions (e.g. CAeM), to take appropriate actions to review the existing procedures, taking advantage of similar activities carried out by relevant international organizations. In addition, noting that in such events, in the context of national disaster management practices there are issues associated with the provision of specialized meteorological information to the general public, including proper representation of this information. Congress requested CBS to review the EER procedures to strengthen these aspects in the Manual on the GDPFS.
EXCERPT OF THE CBS-15 ON ERA (PUBLIC INFORMATION)
4.4.4.3
The Commission noted the increasing need to provide meteorological information for general public interest as well as special user applications.  The Commission may need to strengthen activities to address the issue of dissemination of ERA-related information to the public, including the representation of the output from the dispersion models. It therefore requested the OPAG on DPFS to further address these aspects in WMO-TD. 778, as appropriate, in order to assist users in the interpretation of ERA-related products and the application of them for their own purposes.
EXCERPT OF THE TT-DOV-nNERA MEETING REPORT

(PUBLIC INFORMATION)
3.3
The Team noted that Cg-16 requested the WMO Secretary-General and CBS, in collaboration with other relevant technical commissions (e.g. CAeM), to take appropriate actions to review the existing procedures, taking advantage of similar activities carried out by relevant international organizations. In addition, in the context of national disaster management practices, there are issues associated with the provision of specialized meteorological information to the general public, including proper representation of this information. Cg-16 therefore requested CBS to review the EER procedures to strengthen these aspects in the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485).  While recognizing that the provision of information for the general public is a very sensitive issue and is not part of the ERA procedures, the Team stressed the need to address this issue in order to respond to Members. It noted that CBS-15 provided a direction on the way forward, primarily focused on further assisting NMHSs in the interpretation of ERA-related products and their application for national purposes, and agreed to further address these aspects in the WMO-TD. 778.  In addition, the Team noted that CBS-15 requested Members who host RSMCs to consider the provision of appropriate training courses in the use and interpretation of their guidance and products.  The Team stressed the need for training of trainers in all WMO Regions, while recommending that the WMO Secretariat send out a circular letter to WMO Members and an e-mail to the ERA contact points informing/publicizing the aspects covered by the WMO-TD. 778, which provides documentation for Meteorologists at NMHSs on the RSMC support for Environmental Emergency Response, and agreed to include reference (web link) to the WMO-TD. 778 in the dissemination of ERA products issued by RSMCs.
