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Summary and purpose of document

This paper reports on the work done on actions identified at the last meeting of the Expert Team 
Action Proposed 
The Meeting is invited to report on / discuss the status of each action; identify which ones should be pursued and in light of issues identified at the meeting, recommend new actions to be taken. 
1.  INTRODUCTION AND NEXT STEPS
1.1 At the October 2013 meeting, the ET-ERA defined actions for 2014 - 2015 (Annex III in report of the Meeting of the CBS Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA), College Park, MD, USA, 21-25 October 2013).

1.2 This document presents a status report on these actions. Some have been addressed or are ongoing. However, many have not been undertaken or completed due to the usual heavy workload of ET-ERA members within their respective organizations and other reasons. 
1.3 The TT will use this review to decide if the actions not completed should be pursued; keeping in mind what can be reasonably achieved given the workload of everyone. Based on this analysis and the discussions at the meeting, a new list of actions for 2015 – 2016 will be produced. 
2. STATUS REPORT ON ACTIONS FROM THE COLLEGE PARK 2013 MEETING 

ACTION 1: Chairperson and Co-Chairperson, NMHS Argentina, ALL RSMCs and WMO Secretariat 

Complete the drafting of operational procedures for significant non-nuclear incidents, including the minimum information on the characteristics of the ATM, and circulate it among TT members and other relevant experts, especially those responsible for the existing RSMCs
DUE DATE: Early November 2013
1. ET-ERA Chairperson, Co-chairperson and the member from Argentina to complete next draft of operational procedures with improved formatting and possibly including check boxes to select options describing the incident.
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Attempts were made in April 2015 to improve the formatting of the non-nuclear request form, first by condensing to a single page version which was rejected as being too "dense" and then by using a Word docx document utilising the "fillable form fields" feature allowing users to enter information which then clears any pre-existing dots or default explanatory test in the form entry boxes.  However, this was ultimately rejected too as it was not backwardly compatible with older versions of Word that may be used in some NMHSs.  We have now reverted to a simpler two-page text document similar to the original draft version but incorporating the use of some checkboxes to assist in the selection of scenario type (refer to II_2_2_9_e.doc in Doc-5-3_New-Manual-non-Nuclear.zip in the Doc Plan of the present meeting.)
DUE DATE: Early November 2013
2. Secretariat to circulate the draft to RSMCs for comments 
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): A revised set of draft non-nuclear procedures were distributed by the Chairperson to all RSMCs for comments on 7 June 2015.
DUE DATE: November 2013
3. RSMCs to provide feedback 
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015):  Feedback from most RSMCs in June 2015 was generally positive with a number of minor comments and revisions.  However, the feedback from RSMC Tokyo was very extensive with a number of objections and requested several quite significant changes.  These will be discussed in detail in agenda item 5.3 of the present meeting.
ACTION 2: Chairperson and Co-Chairperson, NMHS Argentina, RSMC Montreal
Conduct full exercise comprising a simulated request from NMHS to RSMC for assistance during a large chemical fire. Further testing of non-nuclear ERA RSMC support procedure
DUE DATE: November 2013
1. 
Engage NMHSs Uruguay & Brazil and regional ICAO office beforehand
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): NMHS Uruguay was contacted in the week prior to the 3 Sep 2014 exercise but they declined to be involved citing existing heavy workload.  NMHS Brazil and ICAO were not contacted.
DUE DATE: November 2013

2. RSMCs, NMHSs Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil to conduct full exercise. 
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): A second limited non-nuclear exercise was conducted between NMHS Argentina and RSMC Montreal on 3 Sep 2014.  These results are presented in agenda item 5.2 of the present meeting.
DUE DATE: Late November 2013

3. Chairperson, the co-chairperson and the member from Argentina to adjust and review request form as needed and to report back to the Expert Team on the results of the full exercise and any potential amendments required to the draft operational procedures, for review and comments.  The meeting also requested them to develop the “users” interpretation guide for non-nuclear ATM products provided by RSMCs as part of the Manual on the GDPFS.

STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Ongoing – results of the September 2014 exercise are presented in agenda item 5.2 and discussion of further potential amendments to the procedures will be discussed in agenda item 5.3
Area of Requirement:  Capacity building and ERA web-page
ACTION 3:  RSMCs

Share information on improving mapping products

DUE DATE: Ongoing
RSMCs to share information and techniques regarding generation of improved high-resolution mapping products for display of results

STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015):  Not done, although RSMC Montreal provided some information on their OpenStreetMap plotting tools to RSMC Melbourne in Oct 2013.
ACTION 4: WMO Secretariat
Assist NMHSs in the interpretation of ERA-related products and their application by publicizing aspects covered by the WMO-TD. 778
DUE DATE: As soon as the WMO-TD. 778 is updated
WMO Secretariat to send out a circular letter to WMO Members and an e-mail to the ERA contact points informing/publicizing the aspects covered by the WMO-TD. 778

STATUS (November 2015): Not done
ACTION 5: TT members, RSMCs and WMO Secretariat
Advise the Secretariat on available n-NERA dispersion modelling capabilities from institutions in their RA area that can be ported to NMHSs

DUE DATE: Ongoing
TT members, RSMCs to advise; Secretariat to post it on the WMO web site for ERA
STATUS (November 2015): Not done
ACTION 6: WMO Secretariat
Enable access to web-based training modules
DUE DATE: Ongoing
Publicize web-based training modules by inclusion of these links on the WMO-TD. 778.
STATUS (November 2015): Not done
ACTION 7: Chairperson and Co-Chairperson, TT Members

Review and update the WMO web site for non-nuclear ERA, including updating the glossary
DUE DATE: November 2013
1. ET-ERA Chairperson and co-chairperson to coordinate and identify TT members that could contribute and establish timelines; 
STATUS (November 2015): Not done
DUE DATE: December 2013
2. TT members to check within their Services on the possibility of contributing to this task. 
STATUS (November 2015): Not done
DUE DATE: July 2014
3. TT members to review and update the WMO website for non-nuclear ERA, including updating the glossary
STATUS (November 2015): Not done
ACTION 8: WMO Secretariat and TT members 

Promote the non-Nuclear programme via the WMO Bulletin
DUE DATE: Once the operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA are in place

Update the WMO Bulletin article on ERA (January 2006) to further promote the programme
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Not done, as operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA are not yet finalised.
ACTION 9: Jeff McQueen and WMO Secretariat

Enabling dispersion modelling capacity building 
DUE DATE: Ongoing
Develop guidelines for NWP model configuration for use in operational dispersion modeling, and provide reference on the WMO web site for ERA and as part of the WMO-TN170
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Unclear – awaiting response from Jeff McQueen
ACTION 10: Jeff McQueen and WMO Secretariat

Capacity building in NMHSs
DUE DATE: Ongoing
Demonstrate transfer of the dispersion modelling capability to candidate NMHSs
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Unclear – awaiting response from Jeff McQueen
Area of Requirement:  Work with International Organizations

ACTION 11: WMO Secretariat

Engage with relevant international organizations to determine requirements

DUE DATE: Ongoing
Engage with relevant international organizations to promote the usefulness of ERA products and determine requirements

STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Unclear 
ACTION 12: WMO Secretariat

Make international organizations aware of nNERA procedures
DUE DATE: Once the operational procedures have been established

Make relevant international organizations aware of the operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA

STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Not done, as operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA are not yet finalised.

ACTION 13: WMO Secretariat

Publicise outcomes of nNERA exercise
DUE DATE: After the exercise

Share the information of the outcomes / report of the exercise, which should include an item on potential implications to other relevant international organizations.
STATUS (NOVEMBER 2015): Not done, as operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA are not yet finalised.
