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Summary and purpose of document

This document is to report on the operational status and on the activities regarding ERA at RSMC Tokyo after the ET-ERA meeting in College Park (2013).
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the operational status and the activities regarding ERA at RSMC Tokyo.
Reference:
- Final Report of the Meeting of the CBS Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities (ET­ERA) College Park, MD, USA, 21­25 October 2013. 

- Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RAII (2011)
Executive Summary
RSMC Tokyo participated in the quarterly test in February 2015, while a scheduled exercise in May 2014 was canceled by IAEA/IEC. RSMC Tokyo also participated in ConvEx-2D (November 2014) and ConvEx-2B (August 2015).
According to Action Item 25 of ET-ERA meeting in College Park, RSMC Tokyo set up an SFTP connection to CTBTO/ IDC. The data transmission service through the connection started in June 2014. RSMC Tokyo participated and contributed to the CTBTO NDC exercise in October – November 2015.

To ensure communication measures for the registered Members in RA II (Asia), RSMC Tokyo continued the email and fax tests in Novembers 2013, 2014, and 2015.

The expert from RSMC Tokyo has been contributing to the discussion on the draft preparation of the GDPFS manuals for nuclear and non-nuclear ERA. He also participated in the Time of Arrival tests in June and October 2015.
1. Exercises and Trainings
   The planned quarterly test in RA II on 15 May 2014 was suddenly suspended (and eventually canceled) on the evening of the scheduled day.

RSMC Tokyo participated in ConvEx-2D conducted on 25 November 2014, and distributed the standard products and issued a joint statement in conjunction with RSMCs Beijing and Obninsk. When the products were sent to the common web server at RSMC Montréal, the connection timed out at the SSH host server. As a backup measure, a manual upload procedure was examined and worked. There was also a problem when RSMC Obninsk uploaded its products to the common web at Tokyo. As a stopgap measure to address the issue, the products were emailed to RSMC Tokyo and were posted manually by the operator of RSMC Tokyo. To solve the problem, RSMC Tokyo asked Obninsk to check the relevant IP addresses because an IP filtering is performed at the server as a security measure. The issue was resolved when the IP address list was updated on 8 December.
RSMC Tokyo participated in the quarterly exercise for RA II on 19 February 2015. RSMC Tokyo distributed the standard products, while the joint statement was not issued. RSMCs in the region were not able to complete the statement before receiving the termination message from IEC.
RSMC Tokyo also participates in the ConvEx-2B held by IAEA for the period from 25 to 27 August 2015. The request was sent on 25 August, and RSMC Tokyo distributed the standard products and issued a joint statement to the specified recipients in conjunction with RSMCs Beijing and Obninsk. 

RSMC Tokyo contributed to the CTBTO NDC Exercise in October – November 2015. On 3 November, the SFTP connection had a trouble transporting data to IDC. The connection was investigated on the both side, and was recovered by the deadline of the request.
RSMC Tokyo continues the monthly internal training to maintain its operational capability for the emergency response to nuclear accidents and for the atmospheric backtracking.
2. Operational Issues

(a) SFTP Connection to CTBTO/IDC
At the ET-ERA meeting College Park, the representative of CTBTO/IDC asked RSMCs to set up SFTP connections to their newly-introduced server, and the request was adopted and described as Action Item 25 of the Final Report. RSMC Tokyo managed to set up an SFTP connection through its firewall system. The connection was examined on the both side, and the SFTP service started on 11 June 2014.
(b) Email / Fax Tests
Every November since 2011, RSMC Tokyo conducts an email and fax communication test within RA II according to the technical memorandum C issued by RA II RSMCs. RSMC Tokyo confirmed that all the registered organizations were accessible, and 27 out of 29 organizations (93%) can properly receive email in November 2015. The test results are shared with RSMCs Beijing and Obninsk, and are properly reported to the WMO secretariat. This activity also supports ERA in RA II, which will be described in the capacity development and outreach session (4.6) of this ET-ERA meeting.
3. Other Activities Regarding ERA
A series of discussion and preparation of the draft of the nuclear ERA documents for the new GDPFS manual were done by the chair and co-chair of ERA, the WMO secretariat officer, and the expert from RSMC Tokyo during November – early December, 2013. The result was presented to the representative of CTBTO/IDC, and was submitted to the meeting of TT-Manual on the GDPFS in December 2013. The expert from RSMC Tokyo also contributed to a series of discussion on the draft documents on non-nuclear ERA, which the chair of ET-ERA asked the member for the opinions and suggestion in June 2015.
The ET-ERA meeting in College Park adopted to conduct the joint Time of Arrival (ToA) test by RSMCs. The members of ET-ERA had a series of discussion on the designs and definitions of ToA. The member from Tokyo contributed to the discussion presenting the following points:

· the forecast initial time should be specified, because the time frame of the products for EER is defined referring to the forecast initial time,
· the definition of ToA should be clarified, since there can be more than two types of definitions depending on the integration period of the exposure (the time-integrated concentration).

He also recommended that numerical weather predictions (NWP) used for ATDM would also be compared, since the difference of the ATDM results comes mostly from one of NWPs.
The expert from RSMC Tokyo participated in the ToA tests held in June and October 2015. According to the discussion before the test, the standard set of ATDM charts and ToA charts by him were properly presented to all the participants.

