WMO CG –Nuclear ERA Meeting

5-8 May 2008, Melbourne, Australia
General Information for Participants

1. Venue and Hotel Map

The meeting will be held at the headquarters of the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. The address details are:

Meeting Room 11 West

Level 11,

700 Collins St, Docklands.
The Bureau of Meteorology building is located on the edge of Melbourne’s Central Business District and is marked with the red square in the map below.

A tentative reservation has been made for delegates at the Quest Docklands Apartments. Address details are:

Quest Docklands Serviced Apartments
750 Bourke St, Docklands
Phone: +61 (0)3 9630 1000
The hotel is a short walk of about 200 metres from the Bureau building and is marked with the green marker on the map.

Delegates must confirm their reservation with the hotel as soon as possible.

Please contact the hotel’s Group Coodinator by e-mail (nfarnfield@questapartments.com.au) to confirm your arrival and departure dates. You will need to provide a deposit via credit card to secure your reservation. 

The hotel rate for the meeting is $155 per night for a one bedroom apartment (including kitchen). The hotel website is at www.questdocklands.com.au
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2. Arrival & Airport Information

Melbourne’s International Airport is located at Tullamarine, about 30 km north of the city. Taxis and shuttle buses are readily available at all hours immediately outside the Arrivals Hall. Taxi fares from the airport to the hotel will be about $A 30-35 ($US 28-33). Shuttle buses cost about  $A15 ($US 14) and should drop off at the Quest Apartments – check with the driver first. Tipping of taxi drivers is optional.

Please note that Australia has very strict customs and quarantine laws designed to protect the flora and fauna of this island continent. Most foodstuffs cannot be brought into Australia, or must at least be declared for checking at the airport. Please read the Customs brochure which accompanies this document.

3. Contact Numbers

We have not arranged for Team Members to be met at the airport, but if you have any difficulties on arrival please do not hesitate to contact Chris Ryan at any time using this mobile phone number:

Chris Ryan: 0419 166 357.

4. Currency Exchange

Foreign currency is not generally accepted in Australian stores. Currency exchange booths are available at the airport and are widespread in the area around the hotel and Bureau building. All major credit cards are accepted in most stores.

ATMs are also readily available everywhere. Most will allow withdrawal from foreign accounts.

The Australian dollar is currently worth $US0.92.

5. Climate

May is the end of autumn, which is usually a cool to mild and stable season. However, a wide range of weather can be experienced within a few days, from warm, calm and sunny to cold, windy and showery. The average daily maximum temperature is 16.7 ºC, but there are usually some days which reach the low 20s (ºC). Nights are cool, but frost is fairly rare. The average daily minimum is 8.6ºC. Rainfall occurs on average on 10 days in the month. The average total rainfall for the month is 53mm.

6. Dining

Melbourne is Australia’s second largest city, after Sydney, and has a population of almost 4 million people. It is a cosmopolitan city and is renowned for its wide range of inexpensive restaurants. Virtually every type of national cuisine can be found. There are many restaurants and cafes within a 15 minute walk of the Bureau building, offering Indian, Malaysian, Thai, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, International and other cuisine at reasonable prices.

Some restaurants will be closed on Sunday when you arrive, but most of the shops in the Central Business District are open all day Saturday and Sunday and into the evening. If you are looking for restaurants outside the hotel on Sunday your best strategy would be to head east up Collins St or Bourke St (away from the Bureau) towards the centre of town at Elizabeth and Swanston Streets. This is a 10 to 15 minute walk, or you can catch a tram. Tram tickets can be purchased from a machine on board. A “City Saver” ticket costs about $3 (coins only accepted by the machines). Alternatively, there are many restaurants along the south bank of the Yarra River at Southbank (see map above).

7. Arrival at the Meeting – Monday 5 May
When you arrive at the Bureau building on Monday morning please report to the Bureau Reception desk at the rear of the foyer, then use the lifts to proceed to Level 11. 

