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Summary and purpose of document

This document presents information on the work done since the last meeting to restructure and update the WMO ERA Web pages and WMO TD/No. 778.  It makes recommendations on implementing the new pages and proposes that a group of members be identified to maintain and update certain sections of the Web pages. 
Action Proposed 
The Group is invited to note the information and discuss / evaluate / revise / adopt the recommendations.
1.  Background
1.1 In September 2005, at the first meeting of the Expert Team on non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (ET non-nERA) in Melbourne, World Wide Web was identified a prominent mechanism for providing NMHSs with wide access to information on atmospheric transport modelling resources, RSMC procedures and case studies.

1.2 In October 2006, the Chairperson of the ET non-nERA worked with the Secretariat to revamp and expand the existing WMO ERA web pages.  A status report on the work done was presented at the second meeting of the ET non-nERA meeting in Montreal in June 2007 (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/Meetings/ET-nNERA_Montreal2007/Doc4.3(2).doc ).
1.3 At CBS-Ext.(06), November 2006, it was noted that WMO TD/No. 778 required updating.  This document contains a great deal of scientific and technical information related to the Emergency Response Activities programme, including the current relevant regulatory texts of the Manual on the GDPFS (now its Supplement 11, as of November 2007).    

1.4 From October 2007 to March 2008, RSMC Montréal and the WMO Secretariat continued the review and updating work which included adjusting the Word version of WMO TD/No. 778 and the corresponding ERA Web pages to make them identical, updating the IAEA and Delegated Authority request forms with the most recent version of the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485), Volume 1 (XI 2007)), updating contact information for the IAEA, RSMCs and RTH Offenbach, etc. 

2. Next steps

2.1 The review and updating work is now completed, at least to a level where it is considered ready to replace the existing ERA pages.  A recommendation to that effect is made in section 3. The location of the new pages as of 24 April 2008 is the following:
 http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/dev/EmergencyResp.html . 
2.2 The new pages contain an ‘’WEB LINKS’’ section with many hyperlinks that point to web pages outside of WMO: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/dev/web_links.htm.  Outside web links often change or become obsolete.  In addition, new Web pages of interest come online regularly.  Due to its dynamic nature, the ‘’WEB LINKS’’ page needs to be monitored regularly and updated in a timely manner.  Otherwise, it will not be useful.  See recommendation in section 3.   
2.3 A ‘’CASE STUDIES page’’ has been added to the new pages: 
 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/dev/case-studies.htm 
This page also needs to be updated, expanded, developed and monitored regularly. See recommendation in section 3. 
2.4 The same applies to the ‘’WEBSITE LINKS to RSMCs and International Organizations’’ found in the CONTACTS section of the new web pages: 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/dev/websites.htm
This page needs to be monitored regularly and updated in a timely matter.  In addition, it may be useful to include information on the common Web pages used by the RSMCs for posting their products.  Also, we should perhaps consider including this information in WMO TD 778. See recommendation in section 3.   

2.5 As mentioned in paragraph 1.3, the Word and html versions of WMO TD/No. 778 will be identical when the changes are completed.  It is clear that the html version will be maintained.  Should the Word version be maintained?  While it is more compact and probably easier to read, maintaining and updating both versions doubles the amount of work and increases the risk of inconsistencies.  A “pdf” format version can be generated from the Web pages and is a good alternative to the Word version.  It also has the advantage of only requiring updates to the Web version.  For these practical reasons, however apart from possible WMO policies related to its Technical Documents series, we recommend in section 3 that the Word version be discontinued.  
3. Recommendations 
The Meeting is invited to evaluate the new web pages, to discuss the points raised in section 2 and to decide on the following recommendations: 

3.1 That the existing ERA Web pages be replaced by the new Web pages as soon as feasible; 
3.2 That a group of members be identified to maintain, update and further develop the ‘’WEB LINKS’’, ‘’CASE STUDIES’’ and ‘’WEBSITE LINKS to RSMCs and International Organizations’’;
3.3 That updating of the Word version of WMO TD/No. 778 be discontinued and replaced by a “pdf” version produced from the ERA Web version of WMO TD/No. 778.
