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Coordinated activities by the UN are now underway to support the rapid development of early warning capacities in the Indian Ocean region. It is recognized that an effective early warning system requires a number of elements such as a prior knowledge of the risks; technical monitoring and warning service for the risks; dissemination of warnings; education, public awareness and preparedness.

The 1st Session of the Intergovernmental Coordination for the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWS-I) was held in Perth, Australia, 3 to5 August 2005. The Session elected Chair, India and Vice-Chairs, Mauritius and Indonesia. Four Technical Inter-sessional working groups are dealing with the improvement optimization of Seismographic networks and implementation of the upgrading of sea-level network etc.

The architecture of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System is based on the establishment of national tsunami centres capable of issuing warnings in each of the participating countries. At present 25 countries have established communication centres to receive interim advisory information, based only on seismological information, from the operational centres serving the Pacific in Hawaii and Tokyo.  

