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Interim Provision of Tsunami Watch Information

for the Indian Ocean Countries

(Submitted by Mr Yasuo SEKITA)

During the UN World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) held in Kobe, Japan, in January 2005, the Regional/Thematic Special Session entitled "Promotion of tsunami disaster mitigation in the Indian Ocean" sought the way to establish the early warning system in the Indian Ocean region through international coordination from the professional point of view.
JMA commenced to provide Tsunami Watch Information to countries around the Indian Ocean in cooperation with the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) as an interim measure to be carried out until the tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean region becomes fully operational.  Tsunami Watch Information is issued in less than 20 to 30 minutes after the occurrence of an earthquake, depending on the availability of seismic data, and the Information contains earthquake information, tsunamigenic potential, and expected arrival times.  Tsunami Watch Information should be regarded as a reference for taking preventive measure against possible tsunamis on the responsibility and initiative of the individual countries.
Tsunami Watch Information is provided to 26 countries and was issued seven times as of 1 November 2005.

