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REGIONAL AND GLOBAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROVISION OF TRANSPORT MODEL PRODUCTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE
SUPPORT FOR NUCLEAR ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE
NOTIFICATION OF WMO
In the framework of the Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) informs the WMO Secretariat and RTH Offenbach (Germany) of the status of the emergency. If needed, the IAEA will request support from the WMO RSMCs. Beginning with a site area emergency, RTH Offenbach will disseminate the EMERCON messages on the WIS in the form of an alphanumeric bulletin in plain-text English language under the abbreviated heading WNXX01 IAEA for global distribution to the NMCs/RSMCs (see also the WMO Manual on the Global Telecommunication System, WMO-No. 386). 

When the IAEA no longer requires WMO RSMC support, the IAEA will send an EMERCON termination message to the RSMCs, the WMO Secretariat and RTH Offenbach. RTH Offenbach will disseminate the EMERCON termination message on the GTS in the form of an alphanumeric bulletin in plain-text English language under the abbreviated heading WNXX01 IAEA for global distribution to the NMCs/RSMCs. 

REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
The RSMCs designated by WMO for the provision of atmospheric transport model products for nuclear environmental emergency response shall: 

1.  Provide products only when either the delegated authority
 of any country in the RSMC region of responsibility or the IAEA requests RSMC support. Upon receipt of a request from the delegated authority
 or from the IAEA, the RSMC shall provide basic information to the National Meteorological Service of that country or to the IAEA, respectively. If multiple requests are received, highest priority will be given to IAEA requests. 

2.  Upon receipt of a first request for products related to a nuclear incident and in the absence of a prior notification by the IAEA, inform the WMO Secretariat, all designated RSMCs and the IAEA of the request. 

3.  For an IAEA request sent to the RSMCs to produce and distribute products, the requested RSMCs will distribute the basic products to the IAEA, and all RSMCs will distribute to the National Meteorological Services in the region
 and WMO. For a request for support from a Delegated Authority and without notification by the IAEA, basic information provided to the National Meteorological Service of the requesting country will not be disclosed to the public in that country nor distributed by RSMCs to other National Meteorological Services. 

4.  Provide, on request, support and advice to the IAEA and WMO Secretariats in the preparation of public and media statements.  

5.  Determine the standard set of basic products and the method of delivery in consultation with users and the IAEA. 

6.  Provide product interpretation guidelines to users. 

7.  Provide support and technology transfer to national and regional meteorological centres that want to become designated RSMCs. 

8.  Make arrangements to provide backup services. These would normally be between the two designated centres in a region. Interim arrangements should be made by centres in regions with a single designated RSMC. 

GLOBAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Until such time as new RSMCs have been designated, it is proposed that Regional Association VI-designated RSMCs be responsible to provide services for radiological emergencies to Regional Association I; Regional Association IV-designated RSMCs be responsible to provide services to Regional Association III; while the Regional Association V-designated RSMC, in collaboration with Regional Association IV-designated RSMCs, will be responsible to provide services to Regional Association V and Antarctica. 

In cases of radiological emergencies where coordination is required between RSMCs of different regions, the RSMCs of the region where the emergency has occurred will provide this coordination. 
REGIONAL AND GLOBAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR

ATMOSPHERIC BACKTRACKING
NOTIFICATION

In the framework of the cooperation agreement between the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) and WMO that entered into force on 11 July 2003, the Provisional Technical Secretariat (PTS) notifies the RSMCs designated for the provision of atmospheric backtracking products and the WMO Secretariat in case that anomalous radionuclide measurements occur in the International Monitoring System. The notification will be in the form of an electronic mail message that will specify the coordinates of the requested stations as well as start and stop of the measurements. The measurement scenario will not be revealed.

GLOBAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL RSMCs TO DISTRIBUTE THE PRODUCTS TO CTBTO

1. All notified RSMCs shall acknowledge the receipt of the request and deliver the requested atmospheric backtracking products in electronic form and in the predefined format to a server specified by CTBTO/PTS as part of the notification.
2. The products shall be delivered as fast as technically possible within defined timelines.
3. Every participating RSMC that is temporarily unable to honour the request should notify CTBTO/PTS and the WMO Secretariat as soon as possible, but in any case within 24 hours. The contact officer of the PTS is specified in the electronic mail message.
4. Requests for support from the PTS are considered confidential and must not be disclosed.

REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR ONE OR MORE RSMCs TO DISTRIBUTE PRODUCTS TO AN NMHS

If support is required for response to an incident requiring backtracking using atmospheric transport models, then the Permanent Representative with WMO, or the person authorized of the requesting country may direct the request for support to the operational contact point of the designated RSMC(s) for its regional association.
1. The RSMC shall consider each request with regard to its capabilities and the suitability of its products to address the requirements and will then respond accordingly.

2. The RSMC shall inform the WMO Secretariat of the request and the agreed actions, and may inform all other designated RSMCs of the request.

3. The RSMC products will be provided to the NMS Operational Contact Point designated by the Permanent Representative.
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� The person authorized by the Permanent Representative of the country to request RSMC support.


� RSMC products will be provided to the NMS Operational Contact Point designated by the Permanent Representative.


� The basic information will be provided by the NMS to the IAEA national contact point and to other agencies as needed based on the  specific arrangements defined within the State.
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Background information on the ERA programme

(Submitted by the Secretariat)


Summary and purpose of document


This document provides background information on the Emergencies Response Activities (ERA) programme (on the process perspective rather than on specific products and timescales).

Action Proposed  


The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this document and take it into consideration when develop “Global and Regional Arrangements” in support of humanitarian agencies’ planning and preparedness, as well as emergency, response, and recovery activities, including assistance and support to strengthen NMHSs in this regard.

Reference:
- Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485)


