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Roles and Contributions of Hong Kong, China to SWFDP in Southeast Asia
(Submitted by LS Lee, Hong Kong, China)

Summary and purpose of document

This document describes the roles and contributions of Hong Kong, China to Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project in Southeast Asia (SWFDP-SeA). 
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to review this document and discuss the roles of Hong Kong, China in SWFDP-SeA. 

1. Roles of Hong Kong, China to SWFDP-SeA
1.1 The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) of Hong Kong, China serves as the regional centre responsible for training and technical support in the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project in Southeast Asia (SWFDP-SeA).  Its responsibilities include: 
(a)
helping the Regional Subproject Management Team (RSMT) to organize the preparatory training workshop;
(b) providing the NMHSs with the technical support in response to their requests.
1.2 The HKO will also offer advice to participating NMHSs of the SWFDP-SeA on the delivery of Public Weather Service (PWS).  It will work with the WMO Secretariat to develop the Terms of References (ToRs) of PWS representative and refine the user assessment questionnaire.  It will also assist participating NMHSs to develop their service delivery plans to improve PWS.
1.3 The HKO is represented by Mr LS LEE in the SWFDP-SeA.
2. Contributions of Hong Kong, China to SWFDP-SeA
2.1 A two-week preparatory training workshop combining Data Processing and Forecasting System (DPFS) and PWS requirements was held at the HKO from 4 to 15 July 2011.  The workshop demonstrated the usefulness of numerical weather prediction products in improving severe weather forecasting services and the importance of public weather services.  Representatives from national meteorological services and disaster management authorities of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam attended the workshop.
2.2 Lectures were given by experts from the WMO, China, Japan, Kenya, Vietnam and Hong Kong, China.  In addition to attending lectures, the trainees also participated in various practical sessions and visited a local radio station to learn about collaboration between meteorological services and the media.
