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Summary and purpose of document

This document  

Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to… 

NOAA’s African Desk at the Climate Prediction Center

The Africa Desk located at the Climate Prediction Center, was established in 1994 to focus on short term climate monitoring and predictions.  Since its establishment, The Africa Desk has been working closely with ACMAD, the IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Centre formerly known as the Drought Monitoring Centre Nairobi, and the Drought Monitoring Centre Harare.  The Africa Desk primarily assists in the development of climate information tailored to the needs of these centers, and has trained 56 professional meteorologists from 32 countries in Africa since 1995.  The Africa Desk also contributes seasonal forecast guidance to the various regional climate outlook forums in Africa and provides routine weather and climate summaries for Africa.  The latest weather summary is attached. Although the focus has been on short term climate monitoring, following the 1999 and 2000 Mozambique floods and the devastation suffered by this country, the Africa Desk initiated short range weather forecasts for southern Africa with visitors from this region under a special arrangement with a one year WMO/UNDP funding.  More recently, due to our commitment to assist the African Monsoon Multidisciplinary Analysis (AMMA) field campaign with forecast operations for field decisions, the Africa Desk participated in the “dry run” operational forecast for West Africa in collaboration with ACMAD, Meteo France and the UK Met Office.  Forecasts were issued every day from August 22nd to September 13th and posted on a designated web site.  For reference, the last forecast issued on September 12, 2005 is attached.  The Africa Desk has invited professional forecasters from West Africa to be engaged in the operational weather forecasts over West Africa and the Atlantic in support of the 2006 AMMA field campaign.  Forecasts will begin on or about June 15 2006.

Current African Desk Curriculum

The current curriculum is heavily tailored towards climate monitoring and variability and seasonal to interannual climate forecasts.  The curriculum includes training in:

· Climate monitoring and writing weather reports

· Understanding of global modes of climate variability with emphasis on ENSO and the MJO

· Use of basic Linux commands, grads scripting and downloading of NCEP reanalysis

· Downscaling NCEP reanalysis and other global data such as the NCEP GFS and CFS outputs Identifying key predictor areas for the countries using different sets of predictors: sea surface temperature, outgoing long wave radiation, winds, etc.

· Use of the IRI Climate Prediction Tool

· Techniques for satellite rainfall estimation and hazard assessment in collaboration with the CPC FEWSNET team.

