The Republic of Mozambique, or Mozambique (Portuguese: República de Moçambique), is a country in southeastern Africa bordering on the Indian Ocean. It is a member of the Community of Portuguese Language Countries and the Commonwealth of Nations.
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	Boundaries
	North: Tanzania

Northeast: Malawi, Zambia

Southwest:  Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland

South: South Africa

East: Indian Ocean

	Capital
	Maputo
25°57′S 32°35′E

	Official language(s)
	Portuguese

	Government 

President
Prime Minister
	Republic
Armando Guebuza
Luísa Diogo

	Independence
From Portugal
	
June 25, 1975

	Area

- Total
 
 - Water (%)
	801,590 km² (35th)
309,496 sq mi 
2.2%

	Population
	19,888,701

	GDP (PPP)

 - Total
	2005 estimate
$25.59 billion (105th)

	Currency
	Mozambican metical (Mt) (MZM)

1 ZAR ( 4.400,00MZM

1 USD ( 26.500,00MZM

1 € ( 33.5000,00MZM

Bureau of Change available

	Time zone
	UTC+2

	Calling code
	+258

	Religion
	Christian 30%

Islamic 20%

Traditional 50% 

	Visa Requirements
	All Countries except South Africa, Swaziland, Malawi, Mauritius and Botswana. 

Visa can be obtained at the Diplomatic representatives around the word (http://www.moztourism.gov.mz/uteis/uteis.htm) or on arrival at the International borders

	Health Requirements
	

	Electrical Power
	220V at 50Hz

	Banking & Business hours
	Banking: Monday to Friday: 07:45 – 15:00

Shops: Monday to Friday: 09:00-13:00 and 15:00-17:30.     Saturday: 0900-1300

Governmental offices: Monday to Friday: 09:00-15:30


TOURISM
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Mozambique has a coast boasting more that 1,500 miles of the most beautiful beaches in Africa, along with breathtaking coral reefs and fabulous fishing, while its interior offers spectacular scenario and abundant wildlife. Well preserved tribal cultures, colonial sites of historical interest, modern urban nightlife and luxury hotels are all to be found in Mozambique. 

For more detailed information visit

http://www.maputo.co.mz
http://www.turismomocambique.co.mz
http://www.moztourism.gov.mz/
MAPUTO
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Maputo is the capital of Mozambique. A port on the Indian Ocean, its economy is centered around the harbour. It has an official population of approximately 966,837 (1997), but the actual population is estimated to be much higher due to slums and other unofficial settlements. Coal, cotton, sugar, chrome, sisal, copra, and hardwood are the chief exports. The city manufactures cement, pottery, furniture, shoes, and rubber. There is also a large aluminium smelting plant, Mozal. Maputo is located at 25°54'55" South, 32°34'35" East on the west side of Maputo Bay, at the mouth of the Tembe River. The bay is 95 km (50 mi) long and 30 km (20 mi) wide. The Maputo River empties into the southern end of the bay.

Founded in the late 18th century, the city was named after Lourenço Marques, the Portuguese trader who first explored the area in 1544. In 1895, construction of a railroad to Pretoria, South Africa caused the city's population to grow. In 1898, Lourenço Marques became the capital of Mozambique. During the Second Boer War, Winston Churchill, after being captured by the Boers, made a daring escape to Lourenço Marques by slipping past the sentries. After independence, the city's name was changed to Maputo. Maputo's name reputedly has its origin in an old, fierce tribal leader, Maputo, who once ruled over the region.

The city also has a number of museums, such as the museum  of natural history, a military museum, currency museum and a revolution museum. The city has a Roman Catholic Cathedral named Our Lady of Fatima, various churches and mosques. 

Nowadays, Maputo is a melting pot of several cultures, with a strong South African influence. The cuisine is very elaborate, due especially to the Portuguese and Muslim heritage. Sea food is also very abundant.

Normal Climate Conditions for February

Mean Maximum Temperature – 29.8(C

Mean Minimum Temperature – 22.4(C

Mean Total Rainfall – 133.9mm

Number of Days with rain – 10

METEOROLOGY IN MOZAMBIQUE 

Before 1909

The first signal service was that of Mr. Frederico Oom. This service became effective in a regular basis from 11th January 1901 by the Second Lieutenant A. Lopes. Was by this man also the calculations related to sun eclipse of 1908. However, the observation hadn’t its effect due to bad weather (cloudy day)

Due to a mal function of the pendulum of the meridian time, the signal service was interrupted and the signals were done three times a day. Another constrain which deleeted all the efforts and desires already done relates to the breakdown of the telegraphic  line stablished for meanwhile caused by the ocurrence of storm held in December of 1908. In this time was also determined the azimuth of pillar line-center for instrument of the passage and point of mira of the respective culimator, at 1s,81±0s,032, being the distance between the pillars of 73m,935. The first determination of longitudes by the passage of stars and moon culmination that has produced the temporary value of 2h10m24s, 1 EG.  A serie of observations  for determination of latitudes that  produced the value of L=25º25´5´´ was experimented by the Capitain Gago Coutinho, Chief of the Geodesic Mission.

After 1909

At a session of 1905 of the ex-Comissao de Melhoramento do Porto a proposal for the establishment of a regular meteorological and time service was presented. In 1909 starts new era in a history of meteorology in Mozambique, with the entry in functions of the “Observatory Campos Rodrigues”.

The Observatory Campos Rodrigues coordinates all meteorological activities in Mozambique, with recording and processing of all meteorological observations. Continued as well with the issue of the official time and stated astronomical observations.

Today

The 10th of October 1989 enter in to force the Decree 30/89 that created the Meteorological Institute of Mozambique (INAM) in a transformation of Meteorological Services of Mozambique into an institution with juridical personality and administrative and financial autonomy attached to the Ministry of Transport and Communications.

INAM herded a devil institution with an inexistent qualified technical staff and opted to invest in training either inside the country or outside. Another challenge is to raise the coverage of observing stations to levels of 1975 (nowadays in 25%).

Thanks to the efforts of the Government and their international partners INAM is emerging into a new era where the concern is to rise the quality of observations and the information provided, concurrent to a vulnerability reduction and safety of life and goods.

We are an institution challenged to be a pillar on a sustainable development and on the fight against absolute poverty.

Floods of 2000, witch affected 0000 people in the Southern part of the country and resulted in 000 death and 000 USD of destruction shows the fragility of the Meteorological Institute and the incapacity of preventing natural disasters. The Government started a marathon of making INAM play its role o a disaster mitigation provided it have enough qualified human resources and modern technical and institutional infrastructure. Thus, started the revision of a legal framework of INAM, installation and rehabilitation of the meteorological observing network. New and modern technologies are being installed in telecommunications, remote sensing and numerical weather prediction. The goal is to have till 2010 an institution with high capacity of preventing natural disasters and contribute to a sustainable development and reduction of absolute poverty not only in Mozambique but in a region and worldwide.

