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The RCC profiles :

Looking to potential RCCs, on can quote a total of 18 RCCS; namely : 
· RA I : 6 identified candidates covering East, South, Central, West and  North Africa (plus the continental scale), demonstration phase in progress for 2.

· RA II : 3 RCCs acting ; BCC, TCC and NEACC already designated; 3 more candidates (India, Iran and Saudi Arabia)

· RA III : 3 identified candidates covering Western coast of SA, Northern SA, and Southern SA. All 3 Intended to start the demonstration phase.

· RA IV : One candidate identified (for the Caribbean) intending to start the demonstration phase. 2 more RCC-networks under discussion (North and Central America)

· RA V : Assessment of the related functions performed in the region in progress
· RA VI : RCC network designated and acting
10 contributions (in red above) were received and thus helped to have a better view of the RCC landscape, needs and expectations. Among the responding RCCs, 4 are acting both as GPC and RCC.

The questionnaire was addressing several topics (for a total of 19 questions) ; the answers are synthesized hereafter :

The use of GPC Products :

· Linkage RCCs/GPCs

· The linkage is mostly well established (whatever formal or informal)

· GPCs are the main source of information for Consensus and Seasonal Forecast updates 

· For Climate Watches GPCs  are the main or an important source of information
· Products

· The Mandatory products are mostly essential (or useful)

· Some additional products are important ; especially a strong demand for Regional SST, an important need of SLP and Z500, some interest in Specific GPCs Bulletins. In addition, there is little use of T850 while some very specific products can be used by individual RCCs
· Use of Products
· The use of several GPCs is privileged through the use of individual GPCs or MMEs from several GPCs. There is less use of all GPC MME. 
· There is a frequent use of both graphics and digital products  while for downscaling, the statistical methods privileged (and performed) vs a little use of dynamical downscaling

· Access to products

The access to GPC products is done through individual GPCs web sites, the LC-MME web site or the Euro-SIP web site. There is a little use of APCC and other prediction centres web sites

· Lead-Time

The 1 month Lead Time (LT) mainly used but some interest in other LT 

The Verification :

· Verification information

· The Access is done most frequently through the GPC web sites and only (?) using the LC-SVS web site
· In term of interest the major outcomes is that this information is not sufficient.
· Verification Products

· For Bulk Scores for regions : there is some use of ROC and reliability information while the MSSS and its decomposition is poorly used.
· For Score map representations : the use is quite frequent use fo ROC scores and MSSS decomposition to some extent
· For Niño 3.4 scores : the most frequent use is for the ROC and the reliability ; there is less use of MSSS and its decomposition
The GPC services : Services Standard, Barriers and Improvements

· Importance of Standard Services

They are mostly all are important. The strongest agreement is on the timely provision of forecasts (issuance date) and then on the warning of changes.
· Barriers to use

· The biggest barrier refer to the access to digital data and Downscaling/tailoring ; the Skill and Verification are also to be considered.
·  To be quoted the little concern with the access to Graphics

· Priority for the enhancement of GPCs services

· The domain to work on is related to the improved access to forecast, hindcast data and tools

· For the visualized forecast maps; there is a large spread in the priorities however, the greatest priority should be for on more Climate Indices (plumes, monsoon, …)

The Capacity developments
· Capacity development needs in the organisations

· The biggest needs refer first to the tools for processing GPC forecasts and to the use and interpretation of products. Dynamical downscaling is also to be considered
· The less important needs are related to the General Climate Science and Documentation

· Capacity development needs in the sub-regions

· The biggest needs refer still to the tools for processing GPC forecasts and then to the use and interpretation of products. 
· The less important needs are related to Dynamical downscaling, the General Climate Science and Documentation 

As a tentative conclusion, some questions to address
· The main domain to work on is related to an improved access to forecast, hindcast data and tools

· For the products, there is needs for more Climate Indices (plumes, monsoon, …) and regional products

· About the services, some developments are asked for in Downscaling/Tailoring (especially Tools). However, the respective role of RCCs and GPCs  should be discussed and clarify.

· For the verification, there is a clear need of a better information on verification (may be a sign for revisiting the SVS ?).

· On capacity developments, a common need is about the training offer and the necessary coordination. Here again, the respective role of GPCs, RCCs and RCOFs should be clarify.

