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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides a brief summary of the progress in the implementation of WMO Regional Climate Centres (RCCs), and the associated the designation process through joint guidance of CCl and CBS. 
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to review the progress in RCC designation and offer suggestions for expediting the establishment and operation of RCCs around the world in the context of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) and strengthening the GPC-RCC linkages. 

References:
1. Report of the First Meeting of CCl/CBS Joint Expert Team on RCCs, 2011 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/opace/documents/ET-RCC-Final-Report-2011.pdf)  
2. Report of the Sixteenth Session of the World Meteorological Congress, 2011 (ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/mainweb/meetings/cbodies/governance/congress_reports/english/pdf/1077_en.pdf) 
3. Report of WMO Workshop on Strategy for Implementation of the Climate Services Information System (CSIS), 2011 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/documents/CSIS_Workshop_2011_Final_Report.pdf)
4. Report of the Second Meeting of CCl Management Group, 2011 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/mg/documents/CClMGMeetingReportFinal11112.pdf) 
3.4.1
The Expert Team on RCCs (ET-RCCs) has been formally constituted as a Joint CCl/CBS Expert Team, with the nomination of two CBS experts by the President of CBS, at the invitation of the President of CCl.  ET-RCCs has been quite active in the GFCS consultations, and pursued the due recognition of the role of RCCs in GFCS implementation strategy, including the coordination of CSIS workshop.

3.4.2
ET-RCCs held its first meeting from 12 to 14 October 2011 at Offenbach, Germany, to consider the various issues related to the designation process of RCCs, current status of RCC implementation, guidance on RCC establishment and operations, standardization of RCC products and services, promoting and supporting resource mobilization, etc.  The team also reviewed its Terms of Reference and proposed a few minor revisions.  The revised ToRs approved by CCl Management Group are given in Annex I.

3.4.3
The progress in the establishment of the RCCs around the world is summarized below, and ET-RCCs agreed to regularly keep itself updated on the status and facilitate expedited implementation of RCCs in all WMO Regions:

· RA I (Africa)
· RCC implementation initiated by identifying six RCCs, viz., African RCC at ACMAD, IGAD-RCC at ICPAC, SADC-RCC at SADC CSC, ECOWAS-RCC-Network by ACMAD and AGRHYMET,  North African RCC-Network to be implemented by five North African countries and CEMAC-RCC for Central Africa; 
· Demonstration phases have been formally initiated for African-RCC by ACMAD and IGAD-RCC by ICPAC.
· RA II (Asia)
· Beijing and Tokyo designated as WMO RCCs in June 2009;

· North Eurasian Climate Centre (Russia) commenced RCC demonstration phase in December 2010 and formal designation may be sought at the forthcoming CBS session; 
· India formally expressed, through RA II president, its intent to start a demonstration phase;
· Saudi Arabia expressed interest to host an RCC
· RA III (South America)
· RCC implementation initiated by identifying three RCCs, viz., CIIFEN for western coast of South America, Northern South America RCC-Network by Brazil and French Guyana and Southern South America RCC-Network by Argentina and Brazil; 
· All three RCC proponents formally expressed, through RA III president, intent to start a demonstration phase
· RA IV (North America, Central America and the Caribbean)
· CIMH formally expressed, through RA IV president, interest to start a demonstration phase;
· Proposals for two more RCC-Networks, for Northern America and Central America, under discussion
· RA V (South-west Pacific)
· RA V Working Group on Climate Services is in the process of assessing the current RCC-related functions being performed in the Region vis-à-vis the mandatory and highly recommended functions for WMO RCCs
· RA VI (Europe)
· Demonstration phase of RCC-Network successfully completed over more than 2 years, with nodes in Germany, Netherlands, France and Russian Federation, and has been recommended by RA VI president for formal designation, which will be sought at the forthcoming CBS session.

Discussions are also underway to explore the establishment of WMO RCCs in areas with common climate characteristics which straddle the traditional domains of two or more WMO Regional Associations (e.g., Polar Regions, Mediterranean Basin, etc.).

7.3.1.4

ET-RCCs has developed a draft guidance document for the establishment and operation of RCCs, which is open for review.

7.3.1.5

ET-RCCs made the following recommendations concerning the RCC establishment and operations:
· Develop, in close liaison with CCl OPACE I experts, a common syntax to uniquely identify WMO RCC products in the GISC catalogue;

· All WMO RCCs need to develop liaison mechanisms with the research community, such as regional CLIVAR panels, universities, research institutions and programmes etc. to operate on the appropriate scientific level. An appropriate action will be included in the RCC Guideline document;

· WMO RCCs  need to establish appropriate training programmes and the ET would liaise with the WMO ETR Programme in order to identify and to develop suitable training materials for RCC staff and users;

· Clear labelling of all RCC products is strongly recommended, preferably on dedicated RCC WebPages;

· WMO RCCs and RCC candidates are encouraged to adopt the current WMO practices with respect to the use of Normals and reference periods in the development and display of anomaly products;
· The RCC Guidance document being developed by the Expert Team would include liaison principles for WMO RCCs with other relevant CSIS entities and mechanisms. Such principles might include formalised arrangements with individual GPCs to allow for the exchange of data, products and expertise beyond globally agreed minimum requirements;
· WMO RCCs should take the principal responsibility for the generation of technical inputs to RCOFs, and in particular on the current status of the climate system in the region of interest and the seasonal outlooks;
· Keeping in view the GFCS initiatives regarding the implementation of WMO RCCs, RCC candidates are encouraged to identify donors interested in their region and to refer to the ‘Compendium of project initiatives to be funded from voluntary contributions’ when elaborating specific project proposals.

Annex I

Revised Terms of Reference of 

Joint CCl-CBS Expert Team on Regional Climate Centres

Develop and provide to the CCl and CBS Management Groups for further consideration, technical guidance as well as the oversight approaches for the establishment and operation of Regional Climate Centres (RCCs) and RCC-Networks, and to closely liaise with the concerned experts of CBS, Regional Associations and RCCs/RCC-Networks on this matter, with the following specific activities:
1. Guide the implementation, designation and effective operation of RCCs;

2. Identify, and support the adoption of, common standards for mandatory RCC products and services and their delivery as well as verification of forecasts and reporting of results;

3. Promote the use of GPC and RCC products at regional and national levels and development of consensus-based forecasts, especially through mechanisms such as RCOFs;

4. Liaise with other relevant CCl OPACEs, regional associations, WCRP/CLIVAR regional panels, CBS/DPFS, and CAS and other relevant entities;

5. Provide guidance on the development of project concepts for resource mobilization and advise on RCC implementation;

6. Submit reports in accordance with timetables established by the OPACE 3 co-chairs.

