Expert Team on Extended- and Long-Range Forecasting

Exeter, UK, 28 June - 2 July 2010

Information for Participants

The meeting will be held from 28 June to 2 July at the Met Office in Exeter, UK and will open at 09:30 on Monday, 28 June. The meeting is expected to conclude at 17:00 on Friday, 2 July.  

Please contact Karen Mitchell at karen.mitchell@metoffice.gov.uk or +44 (0) 1392 886280 if you require any further information. We would be most grateful if you could supply us with details of your travel arrangements. 

Airport transfers
London Heathrow 

Heathrow Express trains run to London Paddington every 15 minutes - www.heathrowexpress.com/
Trains run from London Paddington to Exeter St David’s approximately every hour - www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk
The Railair Coaches connect with Exeter St David’s Station via Reading train station. http://www.railair.com/
London Gatwick
Gatwick Express trains run to London Victoria every 15 minutes - www.gatwickexpress.com 

The Circle Line on the London Underground connects London Victoria with London Paddington.

http://www.londontoolkit.com/accommodation/victoria_transfers.htm
Trains run from London Paddington to Exeter St David’s approximately every hour - www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk
Bristol International Airport

Bristol International Flyer Express coach service run from Bristol Airport to Bristol Temple Meads train station. Trains from Bristol Temple Meads run directly to Exeter St David’s approx every hour. 

www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk
Accommodation (PLEASE BOOK DIRECTLY WITH THE HOTEL)
Southgate Hotel, Exeter (http://www.mercure.com)
The Southgate Hotel is 3km from Exeter St David’s station and 5km from Met Office. 

The rate per single room is approximately £95.00 including breakfast. 
Jury’s Inn, Exeter (http://exeterhotels.jurysinns.com/) 
The Jury’s Inn is just around the corner from the Southgate Hotel. 

The rate per single room is approximately £85.00.
Express Holiday Inn, Exeter (www.hiexpress.co.uk) 
The nearest hotel to the Met Office is Express Holiday Inn which is a short walk away. The Express Holiday Inn Hotel is 6km from Exeter St David’s station, and less than 1km from Met Office.

No rooms have been reserved, but are offered at an exclusive Met Office rate of £79.95 per night including breakfast. 
Meals and Refreshments

Breakfast, lunch and dinner are available Monday to Friday at the Met Office canteen.  The Barn Owl Pub, next door to the Holiday Inn also offers an extensive lunch and dinner menu seven days a week.  Tea, coffee and light refreshments will be available free of charge during the meeting.

The Met Office will also be hosting a meeting dinner and all delegates are cordially invited to this function.

Visa Requirements

Delegates travelling from outside the European Economic Area may need a Visa to visit the UK. Please use this link to the UK Border Agency for more information:

http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/doineedvisa/
Security Requirements
Visitors to the Met Office must be issued with a security pass which needs to be applied for before arrival. Please complete the attached Visitor Detail form as soon as possible (by 11 June at the latest) and return to Karen Mitchell so that we can arrange for your security pass to be ready in Met Office Reception when you arrive.

Non-UK attendees should also bring their passport on the first day of the meeting. 

Local Travel
Bus

Route number H1 travels from Exeter City Centre to the Met Office and back every half hour. The journey takes approximately 40 minutes.

Route number H1 and H2 travel from Exeter St David’s station to Exeter City Centre every 15 minutes. The journey takes approximately 10 minutes.

Taxi

There are several taxi companies in Exeter. At the Met Office we use Gemini Taxis 01392 666666 or The Green Taxi Company 01395 568111. 
Currency
Rate of Exchange 7 May 2010
£1 =  $1.47 
Weather

The weather in the UK in early summer is variable. It can be warm and sunny, but can also be chilly and wet. An umbrella is recommended.
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/averages/19712000/sites/teignmouth.html
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