Local Information
WMO CBS Expert Team (ET) Meeting on

Extended and Long-range forecasting
April 7-10, 2008, Beijing, China
· Meeting Location
The meeting will be held at Beijing Climate Centre (BCC), China Meteorological Administration (CMA) at: 

Beijing Climate Center, 10th Floor

46 Zhongguancun Nandajie, Haidian district
Beijing 100081, China.

Tel: 86-10-6840-0093

Fax: 86-10-6840-0097

· Accommodation and Meals

Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing
Distance to CMA: 15-minute by walk
Discount room price: 650RMB+15% for service charge (including one breakfast)
Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing is a five-star joint venture luxury hotel and a member of “Nikko Hotels International”. The hotel is conveniently situated in Beijing's flourishing western business district, just minutes from Zhong Guan Cun, the city's high - tech/IT zone. With 712 rooms, the hotel is the ideal place for business people to stay. Facilities include luxury guest rooms, apartments and offices, unique restaurants, spacious and elegant banquet halls, complete health and recreation facilities, and free high-speed broadband internet connections in all guest rooms. To ensure an enjoyable stay, the hotel is dedicated to providing a professional service to every guest.
The distance between the hotel and the Beijing Capital Airport is 36 km and it takes 45 minutes to get there by car. The hotel offers limousine service. The distance between the hotel and Xike Station (West Railway) Station is 6 Km and takes 10 minutes to get there by car. For more details, see http://www.newcenturyhotel.com.cn/en/hotel.html.
Buffet Lunches are served at the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) in CMA compound. (with a charge of 50RMB per capita per meal). Please book the buffet with Mr. Sun Yuan at sunyuan@cma.gov.cn .
· Transportation
Airport-Hotel-Airport
Beijing Capital International Airport is located in northeast of Beijing, capital of People's Republic of China, and 25km from the Tiananmen Square. Arrivals should make their own way to the hotel. The following choices are available:

Airport Shuttle: Beijing Capital Airport--Gongzhufen (stop at YouYi Hotel, then take a taxi to Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing. The bus costs 16 RMB, Taxi fee is about 10-12RMB)
Airport-Gongzhufen

Stops:  1. International Exhibition Center. 2. Xibahe 3.Anzhen Overpass. 4. Madian Overpass. 5. Beitaipingzhuang. 6. Jimen Overpass. 7. YouYi Hotel (Friendship Hotel). 8. Beijing TV Station 9. Zizhu Overpass. 10. Hangtian Overpass

Airport Shuttle Station is at Terminal 1, Terminal 2 and Terminal 3.
The travel time from airport to Friendship hotel is around 50 min to one hour. 
For more details, please visit: http://en.bcia.com.cn/traffic-manual/airport-bus.shtml
Taxi: Taxi is convenient at the airport. Depending on traffic conditions, it takes about 40 minutes from the airport to Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing. The charge is around 120 Yuan RMB (US$17), including the 10 Yuan RMB highway toll.
Hotel-Conference Venue

CMA is to the north of the hotel, about 15 minutes walking distance. 
· Registration

April 7, 2008 from 09:00-09:20 at the lobby of Beijing Climate Center.
There is no registration fee.

· Time zone

In relation to Greenwich, Beijing is +8 hours.

· Electricity, internet and e-mail
The electrical voltage in China is 220V. Internet and E-mail are accessible for participants in Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing by broadband or telephone line. Internet and Email accession are also available at the conference venue.
· Reconfirmation of airline ticket reservations

Please contact the front desk or business center of Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing if your need to call to reconfirm your airline ticket, or contact Local Organizing Committee (LOC) members to ask for help during the meeting.

· Social events
The conference reception hosted by BCC/CMA will be held at 19:00pm in April 7, 2008. (Location to be decided). All participants and their accompanying persons are invited to join the reception.
· Weather

Beijing has a continental climate with clearly defined seasons. The weather in Beijing during the conference will be fairly pleasant, but it is generally dry and can be occasional windy. The average temperature is about 14.2℃. The mean maximum is 20℃ and minimum 7℃. The average precipitation during April is 21.4 mm with 4.6 days of rain. 
· Medical care and insurance
The conference secretariat will be on duty all day during the conference. Please contact the Secretariat or LOC members for first aid or medical care services. The medical fee should be borne by the patient.

Participants are strongly advised to arrange their own overseas travel insurance.

· Identity badge
During the workshop, all delegates and their accompanying persons are kindly requested to wear the identity badge. The badge serves as a pass for meetings.

If participants have any questions, please contact the LOC members who are identified by their red badges.
· Currency exchange
The official currency in China is RMB (Chinese Yuan). Currency exchange centers can be found at airport, local banks, Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing. The currency exchange service also can be provided at a Branch of Bank of China, which is close to CMA.

Travelers’ checks are not widely used in China and are accepted only by major banks and some hotels. The Bank of China will cash your traveler check. The exchange rate for US$ and EURO fluctuate with time. Recent examples are:

US$ to RMB: around 100: 703
EURO to RMB: around 100: 1058
· Contact point
The contact person of the Local Organizing Committee is:

Mr. SUN Yuan
Ms/Dr. YAN Yuping
Beijing Climate Center, China Meteorological Administration

46, Zhongguancun Nandajie, Haidian District, Beijing 100081, China

Telephone: +86-10-68400093；+86-10-68400091
Fax: +86-10-68400097

Email: sunyuan@cma.gov.cn  yanyp@cma.gov.cn
· Language assistance

If you have some difficulties in communication with taxi driver, please print the following Chinese characters to them:

· 请送我到中国气象局，谢谢！

Please take me to China Meteorological Administration, thank you!

· 请送我到新世纪饭店，谢谢！

Please take me to Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing, thank you!

· 请送我到首都机场，谢谢！

Please take me to Beijing Capital Airport, thank you!
