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Elements of the GEO 2006 Workplan V.1 which should be critically reviewed by CBS
(Submitted by Pierre Dubreuil, Co-coordinator of GEO for CBS)
	Summary and Purpose of Document

This paper identifies some aspects of the GEO 2006 Workplan which are extremely relevant to CBS.   This is to complement the very detailed document 3.3 submitted by the Secretariat.




ACTION PROPOSED


Without limiting the scope of the discussions, the meeting should ensure that these critical areas are fully addressed.

______________

Reference:
Doc 3.1   GEO Work Plan for 2006, Version 1




Doc 3.3   Identification of GEO Work Programme Relevant to CBS
Elements of the GEO 2006 Workplan V.1 which should be critically reviewed by CBS

Document 3.3 analyses in detail the linkages between CBS, the GEO 2006 workplan and tasks.   This document highlights a few areas of critical importance to CBS. 

1.

Sections 2.2.1, 2.2.2 and 2.2.3 describe the role of the GEO Secretariat and its interfaces with other existing agencies and organizations.  The linkages and respective roles of GEO and CBS, considering the WWW program, GCOS and other major activities, must be clarified to the satisfaction of CBS.   The current document can be interpreted to imply that the current situation between agencies is not adequate and that GEO will resolve this.

2.  

The GEONetcast proposal, section 3.1.1, is of great importance to CBS and WMO as a whole.  It intends to build on IGDDS, but seems to want to take the overarching responsibility for all operational collection-dissemination systems.

3.

The architecture approach, section 3.1.2, is fundamental to CBS operations and needs to be reviewed carefully.

4.  

The capacity building, section 3.1.5, has a direct reference to WMO activities which are relevant to CBS, in particular CB-06-08.  CBS must ensure that this is consistent with its own planned activities.

5.

The SEBA on Weather, section 3.2.6, is an obvious component that needs to be reviewed carefully by CBS.  In particular, under the activities proposed for (ORG), it is clear that the organization will be WMO, and that most of these activities would become the responsibility of CBS.

6.

The SEBA on Climate, section 3.2.5, should be reviewed to see the linkages and roles of CBS vs other agencies and bodies.

7.  

The SEBAs on Disasters, section 3.2.1, and on Agriculture, section 3.2.8, should be reviewed by CBS, as they contain rather limited aspects related to weather. 

Overall:  

CBS should identify how it can support GEO, how GEO can support CBS, how to promote synergies and avoid duplication and how to develop appropriate linkages between CBS and GEO, recognizing we are a Commission of WMO while GEO is an Agency.

CBS should articulate how it will respond to future GEO documents, for which turn around time is typically a few weeks, and what role CBS could play in identifying experts to serve on GEO task teams. 

CBS should review the respective roles of the CBS GEOSS co-coordinators, of the various OPAGs and of the Secretariat in this context.

