Bureau of Meteorology Head Office

Melbourne, Australia
General Information for Visitors

Map
NMOC is located within the headquarters of the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. The address details are:

Level 11,

700 Collins St, 

Docklands, 3008

Victoria
The Bureau of Meteorology building is located on the edge of Melbourne’s Central Business District and is marked with the red “A” in the map below. The building can be recognised by large “Medibank” signs on the top floors.
The Travelodge Hotel is located immediately behind (north of) the Bureau building, in Aurora Lane. Bookings have been made at $A142 per night. The hotel details are:
Travelodge Docklands Melbourne Hotel 
66 Aurora Lane, Docklands VIC 3008, Telephone: +61 3 8615 1000    Facsimile: +61 3 8615 1099
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Arrival & Airport Information

Melbourne’s International Airport is located at Tullamarine, about 30 km north of the city. Taxis and shuttle buses are readily available at all hours immediately outside the Arrivals Hall. Taxi fares from the airport to the hotel will be about $A40-50 ($US 41-51). Shuttle buses cost about $A15 ($US16) and should drop off close to your hotel – check with the driver first. Tipping of taxi drivers is optional.

Please note that Australia has very strict customs and quarantine laws designed to protect the flora and fauna of this island continent. 
Most foodstuffs cannot be brought into Australia, or must at least be declared for checking at the airport. Please read the Customs brochure which accompanies this document.

Contact Numbers

Please do not hesitate to contact Chris Ryan at any time using this mobile phone number:

Chris Ryan:  +61 419 166 357. (If calling from within Australia, dial 0419 166 357)
The NMOC 24x7 operations centre can also be contacted for assistance if necessary, on 9662 2182. 

Currency Exchange

Foreign currency is not generally accepted in Australian stores. Currency exchange booths are available at the airport and are widespread in the area around the hotel and Bureau building. All major credit cards are accepted in most stores.

ATMs are also readily available everywhere. Most will allow withdrawal from foreign accounts.

The Australian dollar is currently worth $US1.03.

Climate

November is the end of Spring, which is usually a cool to mild and changeable season. A wide range of weather can be experienced within a few days, from warm, calm and sunny to cold, windy and showery. The average daily maximum temperature is 22 ºC, but there are often some days which approach 30ºC. Nights are cool to mild, and frost is very rare. The average daily minimum is 11ºC. The average total rainfall for the month is 60 mm, falling on average on 8 days in the month.

Dining

Melbourne is Australia’s second largest city, after Sydney, and has a population of about 4 million people. It is a cosmopolitan city and is renowned for its wide range of restaurants. Virtually every type of national cuisine can be found. There are many restaurants and cafes within a 15 minute walk of the Bureau building, offering Chinese, Indian, Malaysian, Thai, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, International and other cuisine at reasonable prices.

Public Transport

Melbourne has an extensive tram and train network. Trams are the most effective option for moving around the central business district. Tram tickets can be purchased from a machine on board (using coins only) or from railway stations and some stores. A 2hr ticket costs $4.00. 
Visitors can also buy a Myki Visitors Pack for $14, which includes $8 credit on the new Myki smartcard system. Myki can be used on all trams, trains and buses. See the Myki Visitor Pack document for more details.
Arrival at the Bureau of Meteorology
When you arrive at the Bureau building please report to the Bureau Reception desk at the rear of the foyer of 700 Collins St (to the right of and beyond the large mural).
