EUGENE POOLMAN is employed in the South African Weather Service since 1982.  Following duty as weather forecaster, he joined the research department as a manager from 1991 till 2008 where he was among others involved with the implementation of first the Eta NWP and later directed the Unified Model implementation.   
In 2008 he moved into a specialist position as Chief Forecaster: Disaster Risk Reduction responsible for the enhancement of the weather related disaster risk reduction activities of SAWS and collaboration with national and international disaster risk structures and organizations.  In this new capacity he specializes in the application of meteorology and weather forecasting in disaster risk reduction, and particularly early warning systems.  One of his main responsibilities currently is the implementation of a South African flash flood warning system (SAFFG).  

He participated since its conception in the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project in SADC (SWFDP) and was responsible for the development activities of RSMC Pretoria in this project.  For 2009/2010 he has been nominated at the meeting of the Regional Technical Implementation Team (RTIT) to be the Chair of this RTIT, consisting of senior forecasters of each country, which is responsible for the rollout of SWFDP to all 16 Southern African countries.

