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Distinguished experts, 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), its Secretary-General and on my own behalf, it is a pleasure to address this Expert Meeting on “National Meteorological and Hydrological Services’ (NMHSs) Participation in Disaster Risk Reduction Coordination Mechanisms and Early Warning Systems”. I would like to welcome you to Geneva and the WMO Secretariat, and to thank you for committing your valuable time and expertise for the benefit of WMO Members, through the strengthening of their disaster risk reduction capabilities.

As you are aware, the risks associated with disasters are increasing, due to the expanded exposure brought about by such factors such as changing demographic patterns, development in high risk zones, urbanization, environmental degradation and, potentially, due to the increase in the intensity and frequency of weather or climate extremes  as indicated  in the recently released Fourth Assessment Report of the WMO co-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which was awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.  However, appropriate efforts in disaster risk reduction as an integral part of sectoral planning and development, can indeed contribute to a safer world. 

The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA) has stressed the inextricable link between disaster risk reduction, development and environmental issues, and provided an excellent framework for partnership and collaboration. I am very pleased to welcome the representatives of several partners attending this meeting, and I am confident that their participation will strengthen our joint efforts towards the implementation of the concrete projects needed to assist countries in developing their disaster risk reduction capabilities. 

On the global scale, it is especially significant to note that, while the number of disasters of hydrometeorological origin and their associated economic losses have increased steadily from the 1950s to 2005, the reported loss of life has decreased by a factor of 10, demonstrating that early warning capacities in combination with timely emergency preparedness and effective response planning significantly contribute to saving lives. However, WMO considers that it would be possible to do even better, by further improving and more systematically integrating these capacities in all the relevant areas of the disaster risk management decision process. 
Over the years, WMO has promoted the importance of prevention and preparedness measures in reducing the impacts of weather-, climate- and water- related hazards. Through the coordinated networks of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) of its 188 Members, WMO supports the provision of a wide range of products and services, based on observations, monitoring, hazard analysis, forecasting and warnings. The NMHSs’ resources and capabilities have an important role in disaster risk reduction planning and decision-making. In this regard, regional cooperation is a critical component to leverage capacities and support their activities. Your experience and your views on how to strengthen their participation in the different disaster risk reduction coordination mechanisms are looked forward to with special interest. 

In 2003, the Fourteenth World Meteorological Congress launched the Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Programme which was renamed to Disaster Risk Reduction Programme early this year. Today, WMO's strategic goals in disaster risk reduction include the following:

1. Development, improvement and sustainability of early warning systems for weather-, water- and climate-related hazards;

2. Development, improvement and sustainability of systems, methods, tools and applications for providing hazard information for risk assessment and sectoral planning;

3. Development and delivery of user-driven warnings readily understandable to those at risk;

4. Strengthening cooperation and partnerships of WMO and the NMHSs with disaster risk reduction agencies;

5. Public education and outreach campaigns.

As part of its implementation strategy in disaster risk reduction, WMO conducted a capacity-assessment survey to clearly identify the needs of the NMHSs. According to the results of this survey, in many countries disaster risk management still focuses principally on post disaster response, so there is need to further integrate preventive and preparedness strategies, based on risk assessment, sectoral planning and early warning systems. 

The survey also identified a number of challenges at the governance, organizational coordination, and operational and technical levels. In order to implement WMO's strategy and respond optimally to these needs, a DRR integrated action plan was developed through several national and regional projects, involving nearly 30 countries and several partner organizations. Some examples of these projects include:

· Severe weather forecasting demonstration project in southern Africa;

· Flash flood early warning guidance in Central America and southern Africa;

· Sand and dust storm warning system in Asia and the Middle East;

· Southeastern European Disaster Risk Management Project with the World Bank and ISDR Secretariat

· Flood risk assessment projects in Asia and Africa;

· Drought risk assessment in south-eastern Europe and Africa.

Furthermore, following the third International Early Warning Conference, WMO convened in 2006 the first inter-agency Symposium on "Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems as an Integral Part of Disaster Risk Reduction", which brought together 100 experts from 20 international, regional and national agencies. The session stressed the importance of partnerships, supported by governance and legislation, as well as organizational coordination and operational frameworks, to promote the linkages needed along the four components of early warning systems and to ensure that early warnings will indeed trigger the appropriate responses from the relevant authorities, stakeholders and communities at-risk. The meeting identified criteria for good practices and presented several examples where early warning systems constitute an integral part of disaster risk management and preparedness planning. 

The Symposium also highlighted different concepts of the “multi-hazard approach” to early warning systems, and suggested that projects should be initiated to demonstrate and to document good practices with respect to governance, organizational coordination and operational processes. With its Members and other partner agencies, WMO is coordinating a number of national and transboundary “multi-hazard” early warning systems projects, developed upon multi-stakeholder operational cooperation. In particular, projects have already been initiated with France and China in the city of Shanghai. Discussions are under way for a transboundary US/Canada Early Warning System Project and new demonstration projects will be initiated with India and some European countries for a transboundary flood early warning system. Moreover, WMO is working with IFRC, the World Bank and Regional Association IV to initiate projects for the strengthening of early warning systems in several Central American countries. 

It is envisaged that Early Warning Systems Symposiums would be considered as an opportunity to take stock of achievements and to exchange good practices and experiences. The second Symposium on EWS will be held in Toulouse during the first quarter of 2009, in collaboration with Météo-France and other relevant governmental sectors.

In collaboration with the World Bank, the Weather Risk Management Association, the World Food Programme and the private reinsurance sector, WMO is assisting in the development of financial risk transfer markets, such as traditional catastrophe insurance and bonds, weather risk management products like “weather” derivatives, and new climate insurance initiatives, particularly for the provision of data and other information to these sectors. Furthermore, WMO will be initiating a project to strengthen national hazard analysis capacities and mapping programmes.

As part of its implementation plan, WMO has been working on strengthening its partnerships with other ISDR System agencies, such as the World Bank, UNDP, IFRC, UNESCO/IOC and OCHA, in order to leverage expertise, resources and capacities. WMO counts on your expert advice and further collaboration in this regard.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Through your participation in this meeting, I am confident that your expertise will contribute to the successful development of:
· Firstly, some guidelines to assist NMHSs in the different stages of disaster risk reduction, particularly through national coordination mechanisms such as national platforms for disaster risk reduction;

· Secondly, a framework to document good practices in early warning systems through a multi-hazard approach.
It is therefore my expectation that this event will contribute to strengthened collaboration in all aspects of disaster risk reduction, for the sake of a safer world.
Thank you.

_________
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