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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
1.1 Opening of the Meeting

The CBS Task Team Meeting on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response will be opened at 09:00 on Tuesday, 31 August 2010, at the WMO headquarters, in Geneva, Switzerland. It is expected that the opening will be addressed by the Secretary-General, Mr Michel Jarraud, or his representative.

1.2 Introduction of the Task Team members

Members of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response attending the meeting will introduce themselves.

1.3 Adoption of the Agenda 
The Chairperson will invite the meeting to consider the provisional agenda, with the view to its adoption.
1.4 Working arrangements

The meeting will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including the working hours and any other practical session arrangements.  The documentation for the meeting and the meeting itself will be in English only.  
2. OVERALL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTATIONS OF THE INITIATIVE AND THE 1ST MEETING OF THE TASK TEAM

The meeting will be provided with the objectives of the “Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response” initiative, background information on the developments that led to the establishment of the Task Team, as well as the expectations on the initiative and the 1st meeting of the Task Team.
3. REVIEW OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE TASK TEAM ON METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES FOR IMPROVED HUMANITARIAN PLANNING AND RESPONSE
The meeting will review the revised Terms of Reference of the Task Team on “Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response” as approved by the President of CBS with the agreement of the Presidents of CCL and CHy to include climate and hydrological issues. Furthermore, the meeting will review the outcomes of the Brainstorming Session on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Emergency Contingency Planning and Response, held in April 2009. 

4. INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES, THEIR REQUIREMENTS FOR METEOROLOGICAL, HYROLOGICAL AND CLIMATE INFORMATION PRODUCTS AND SERVICES, SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION CHANNELS

The meeting will receive an update to the status of the structure of humanitarian agencies and the mechanisms they use to access meteorological, hydrological and climate information products and services. The meeting will also consider the work done by other organization including NGOs who have a role to play on the ground in providing relief and assistance in disasters, so as to minimize duplication of efforts. These discussions are aimed at developing appropriate mechanisms to addressing identified gaps, needs and requirements. 
5. DISCUSSION OF INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS AND NEEDS FOR INFORMATION OF THE HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES IN DIFFERENT REGIONS AND WMO CAPACITIES IN THOSE REGIONS
The meeting will discuss the institutional mechanisms and needs for meteorological, hydrological and climate information products and services of the humanitarian agencies in different regions around the world and the capacities of WMO in delivering services in those regions. 
6. WMO STRATEGY IN DRR AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN THROUGH REGIONAL/NATIONAL PROJECTS 
The meeting will be provided with information on the WMO DRR strategy and implementation plan through national/regional cooperation projects underway in a number of regions to demonstrate the benefits of integrated programming across WMO Technical Programmes, Technical Commissions and Members in collaboration with Regional Associations and external Partners for development of capacities of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) to support  disaster risk reduction and Multi-Hazard EWS.  In addition the meeting will consider the opportunities these projects provide for development and implementation of meteorological, hydrological and climate services for improved humanitarian planning and response.
7. WMO OPERATIONAL NETWORK AND TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES FOR PROVISION OF METEOROLOGICAL, HYDROLOGICAL AND CLIMATE  SERVICES
The meeting will be provided with information about the operational structure and capacities of the WMO coordinated network available through Technical Programmes, Technical Commissions, Regional Associations and Members for provision of meteorological, hydrological and climate services. The meeting will also be provided with background information on the WMO Public Weather Service Programme (PWS) initiative in 1995 that facilitated the provision of meteorological assistance and information from National Meteorological Centres and Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres, serving concerned regions,  that would enable the United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs (DHA), predecessor of the United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA) to provide the required assistance.
8. PLANNING FOR DEVELOPMENT OF PILOT/PROTOTYPES FOR PROVISION OF METEOROLOGICAL, HYDROLOGICAL AND CLIMATE SERVICES THROUGH POTENTIAL PILOTS IN THE SHORT AND LONG - TERM
The meeting will discuss and initiate the development of a road map to facilitate the provision of meteorological, hydrological and climate services to humanitarian agencies over the short and long-term.
9. DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
The meeting will consider the date and venue of the next meeting of the Task Team on “Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian and Response”.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The meeting will consider any other issues that are deemed pertinent to the meeting
11. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
Expert Meeting is anticipated to close at 17:00 on Thursday, 2 September 2010.

