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Opening Statement by 

Dr Geoffrey Love
Director, Weather and Disaster Risk Reduction Services Department
Distinguished experts, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure to extend our warm welcome to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) headquarters on the occasion of the “First Meeting of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response”. On behalf of the WMO and myself, I wish to express our appreciation for your participation in this meeting and would like to thank Mr. Michel Jean the Chairman of this Task Team for all his efforts.
This meeting takes place at time when the world is witnessing dramatic events associated to weather, water and climate-related hazards. In Pakistan, floods have affected more than 17 million people, caused the death of more than 1500 people and considerable economic damages. So far, damages are estimated at more than 460 million USD. In China, floods and landslides affected 200 million people and forced more than 12 million to evacuate. Floods killed more than 1450 people, with another 669 reported missing. Devastating mudslides in the Zhougu County, Gansu Province killed 1,117 people with 627 missing. In Europe, Russia was affected by an unprecedented heat wave considered to have been the worst in 1,000 years of recorded Russian history, according to Roshydromet.  The heat wave and the prolonged drought fueled the forest fires that caused losses estimated at 15 billion USD and considerable environmental and health problems.

Africa was not spared of disaster. In Niger, a prolonged drought has forced 46% of the population into severe food insecurity. Neighboring countries, Chad, Burkina Faso and northern Nigeria have also been severely affected.  

This is a reminder of the considerable impacts of disasters related to hydro meteorological hazards on lives, livelihoods and property, every year around the world, leading to set backs in socio-economic development in many countries by years, if not decades.  In addition, these events could see an increase in frequency and severity as a result of climate variability and change, according to scientific evidence provided by the 4th Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Climate change will lead to new patterns of hydrometeorological and environmental risks, which would require significant increase in efforts to address their consequences.
As you are well aware, while hazards are unavoidable, they need not necessarily turn into disasters. Despite the rising trend in the occurrence of hydrometeorological disasters as well as in the related economic losses, the loss of life associated with hydrometeorological hazards has been steadily decreasing over the last decades as a result of concerted efforts, based on effective early warning of hydrometeorological hazards employed in combination with effective emergency planning and response at the national to local levels. 
WMO is the specialized agency of the United nations for matters related to monitoring, detecting, forecasting and nd warning on meteorlogical, hydrological and climate related conditions and extremes. Through the coordination of the operational network of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services of its 189 Members, and Regional Specialized Meteorological Centers, Global Producing Centers and Regional Climate Centers, WMO aims to provide relevant products and services to address policy information needs for DRR related applications.  The Strategic priorities of WMO Disaster Risk Reduction Programme, which was established by WMO Congress in 2003, is underpinned by the Hyogo Framework for Action 2001-2015, based on areas that fall under the mandate of WMO and its Members at international, regional and national levels.  Through the crosscutting framework of its Disaster Risk Reduction Programme, WMO has developed a systematic approach engaging WMO Technical Programmes, Constituent Bodies, Regional Associations, Members and external partners to implement WMO DRR coordinated projects focusing on assisting our Members with the developments of capacities for:

1) Standardization of hazard databases, metadata and analysis to support risk assessments;

2) Multi-hazard early warning systems;

3) Provision of information to support risk reduction through sectoral planning, such as infrastructure development, land zoning, agricultural planning, etc;

4) Supporting catastrophe and weather-indexed insurance.

To date, coordinated projects engaging many international, UN and regional partners to support capacity development in disaster risk management and comprehensive end-to-end multi-hazard early warning systems are undergoing in various regions including Southeast Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus, South East Asia and Central America and the Caribbean. Implementation of these projects has revealed the need for stronger operational cooperation with UN and international agencies based on clear understanding of needs and requirements. 
To address the increasing need for climate information products and services the Third World Climate Conference (WCC-3), organized by WMO in 2009, established a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). The Global Framework will enable better management of the risks associated with climate variability, change and adaptation at all levels, through development and incorporation of science based climate information and predictions into planning, policy and practice. The GFCS represents an opportunity for the development of climate services for disaster risk reduction. 
Thus, the work of the Task Team will contribute to the development of tailored meteorological, hydrological and climate information products and services from the WMO operational network of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), WMO Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres (RSMCs) and Regional Climate Centres to support humanitarian contingency planning and response at national and regional levels. It is expected that such products and services could be demonstrated as part of WMO disaster risk reduction projects undergoing in a number of regions such as Central America and the Caribbean and Southeast Asia. I therefore wish success to the Task Team and encourage you to develop operational projects that through collaboration will improve not only saving of lives, but also livelihoods, particularly of the poor who are disproportionately affected by disasters.

Thank you.

