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New Requests Circulated (See Annex 1 for more details)
1. Colombia: updating of the ISCS Reception System.

2. Costa Rica: acquisition of one year consumables for the GUAN station in Costa Rica.

3. Haiti: rehabilitation of the meteorological observing network.
4. Dominica: provision of audiovisual equipment for public awareness and information.

5. Kazakhstan: installation of CLIWARE CDMS and corresponding training. 

6. Mauritania: acquisition of two close-range radars for Tintane and Kaedi for the prevention of flash floods.

7. Nicaragua: rehabilitation of the meteorological observing network.

8. Uzbekistan: provision of calibration devices for meteorological instruments.

Projects supported

· Observation equipment to Uzbekistan by Koshin Denki Kogyo of Japan (OB/2/3/1);
· BRON Ltd., SGI, Slovenia support to the Centre for Monitoring and Prognostication of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia through provision of an 8 or 16-bit processor SGI computer to support the Numerical Weather Predictions (NWP) operations in Georgia;
· Czech Hydrometeorological Institute (CHMI) support to VCP project request of Cyprus for provision and installation of CLIDATA Database System and associated training. 

VCP(F) Support

The following projects have been supported through the VCP Fund:

· Expert fact finding mission to Belarus to assess capacity in particular in relation to provision of aviation meteorological services.
· Fact finding mission to Mauritania aimed at evaluating the requirements for the improvement of the flood forecasting system.
· Secondment of three senior technical staff to Sierra Leone from the NMS of Nigeria for a period of 3 months for training activities to support NMS of SL.  VCP covered travel and subsistence at local rates and NMS SL provided accommodation.
· NMSs of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro received support for connection to the Regional GTS Center in Sofia.

VCP Fellowships

	Event Name
	Event Place
	Event Dates
	Attended Country

	International Training Course on "Agrometeorology"
	WMO Regional Training Centre (RTC), Nanjing, China
	19 May -17 June 2008
	Ecuador

	
	
	
	Nepal

	
	
	
	LAO

	
	
	
	Myanmar

	
	
	
	Uzbekistan

	International Training Course on “Preventing and Mitigating Meteorological Natural Disasters by Means of Remote Sensing”
	WMO Regional Training Centre (RTC), Alanya, Turkey
	02 - 06 June 2008
	Ethiopia

	International Training Course “Meteorological Hazards on Aviation; Forecasting and Effects on Flight Safety”
	WMO Regional Training Centre (RTC), Alanya, Turkey
	09 - 13 June 2008
	Sri Lanka

	Train the Thunderstorm Trainer Course
	The National Meteorological Administration (NMA) of Romania 
	01 - 05 September 2008
	6 SE European Countries

	Satellite Meteorology
	Austria
	3 months, starting Sept 2008
	Lithuania

	Meteorological Instruments and Electronics
	ENM France
	5 months, starting late 2008
	Mali


Emergency Assistance Fund

Mauritius: WMO Expert Team Mission completed a successful mission in Mauritius on 19-23 May 2008.  The Team met with high level officials including the Prime Minister of Republic of Mauritius.  The Team made detailed review of the structure and operations of the Mauritius Meteorological Services.

Bangladesh: Requested for emergency assistance following the severe floods by Cyclone SIDR.  Following the circulation of the list of priority instruments for emergency assistance among potential donor Members, positive responses were received from France an UK for financial support to purchase some priority instruments and equipment.  This has been augmented by funds for from the EAF and a full support package is being implemented.

Myanmar:  WMO sent a field mission team from 15 to 18 May 2008 to Yangon following STC Nargis to assess the needs of the NMHS.  A list of priority assistance in the short and immediate terms was developed. Following the circulation of the list of priority instruments for emergency assistance among potential donor Members, positive responses were received from Australia and Japan (cash contribution) and China (Equipment). WMO is now proceeding with actions for assistance to DMH in rebuilding essential meteorological infrastructure and services: (1) To provide DMH with some key immediate priority equipment under the WMO VCP(F) and Emergency Assistance Fund scheme; and (2) To carry out the second mission to Yangon (and Nay Pyi Daw) in collaboration with WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclone Members possibly in mid-September 2008.  For short-term training requirements, WMO has been able to facilitate the participation of DMH staff in a series of upcoming events.
Zambia: replacement of hydrological monitoring equipment following major flooding in early 2008.
Secondments

Secondment of Mr. Ihncheol Seong from KMA to RAP Office for development of assistance package to Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and also to assist the R.M. Office develop financing partnership with Korea International Aid Agency KOICA.
Informal Planning Meeting (IPM) on the VCP and Executive Council Working Group on Capacity Building (EC-CB)

The 2008 Informal Planning Meeting on the Voluntary Co-operation Programme and the Executive Council Working Group on Capacity Building will take place in Dubrovnik, Croatia from 18 to 20 March 2009, thanks to the kind invitation made by Mr. Cacic, PR of Croatia. The tentative agenda and documentation for these meetings will be circulated by email to all concerned and also posted in the WMO/VCP Web Page.

Annex 1
	Country
	Project Title
	     Indicator
	National Contribution
	
	Estimated Cost

	Haiti
	Rehabilitation of the meteorological observing network
	     OB/1/2/1
	Operation and maintenance
	
	USD 386,500

	Mauritania
	Provision for the acquisition of two close-range radars for Tintane and Kaedi. 
	     OB/4/1/1
	Operation and maintenance
	
	N/A

	Nicaragua
	Rehabilitation of the meteorological observing network 
	     OB/4/1/1
	Installment, operation,        maintenance
	
	USD 80,000

	Uzbekistan
	Provision of calibration devices for meteorological instruments
	     OB/9/1/1
	Staff
	
	€  518, 000

	Colombia
	Updating of the ISCS Reception System in Colombia
	     TE/2/3/2
	Operation and maintenance
	
	USD 44,000

	Costa Rica
	Acquisition of one year consumable for the GUAN Costa Rica station
	     OB/1/2/1
	Operation
	
	USD 71,200

	Dominica
	Provision of audiovisual equipment for public awareness and information
	    PWS/1/1/2
	Maintenance
	
	USD 17,000

	Kazakhstan
	Provision of CLIWARE CDMS
	                 WCP/2/2/1(Rev.)
	Operation
	
	USD 22,105
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