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LOCATION OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

SUMMARY

DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:

The MG-8 is invited to review the progress regarding the location of the Regional Office for Asia and the South-West Pacific.

DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE RA II MG-8

7.
REVIEW OF THE LOCATION OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC (agenda item 7)
7.1
 The Group noted that, at the request of Cg-16, the Secretariat initiated a comprehensive review of resources and location of the Regional Office for Asia and South-West Pacific with a special focus on efficient and effective management and operation of the Office.
7.2
The Group also noted that RA II-15 (Doha, Qatar, December 2012), in considering the pros and cons of the relocation of the Regional Office for the Region, recognized the advantages of the location of the Regional Office being in the Region in particular in terms of cost-effectiveness, and agreed that the president of RA II, in collaboration with the president of RA V, proceed with seeking potential candidates for hosting the Regional Office from all Members of RA II and RA V, so as to make an assessment of the candidates using the regionally agreed criteria. 

7.3
The Group further noted that, in response to the WMO circular letter addressed to RA II and RA V Members, the following Members indicated their Governments’ interest in hosting the Regional Office: India; Indonesia; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Singapore; and Qatar. The Group was informed that the next circular letter requesting the detailed proposal for evaluation is under preparation for accommodating valuable comments and suggestions received from the MG members of RA II and RA V for improvements.
7.4
The Group …..
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