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DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE RA II MG-7
5. Cooperation with other regions
 5.1    The Group recalled that the Regional Office for Asia and the South-West Pacific (RAP) and WMO Office for West Asia continued efforts in supporting the work of Regional Association II (Asia) and in providing assistance to Members in implementing the various programmes and activities in the Region in coordination with other WMO technical departments and offices. The Group was pleased to note that RAP Office had been involved in promoting and supporting the 
cross-regional cooperation among Regional Associations particularly through the activities of the League of Arab States, which represents 22 Arabic-speaking WMO Members located in three Regional Associations: RA I, RA II and RA VI, and the cross-regional collaboration was also maintained and strengthened with UN and regional organizations/bodies, including UNDP, UNISDR, UNEP, ASEAN, UNESCAP, CASPCOM, the Mekong River Commission and RIMES and a new partnership with GCC.
5.2     The Group expressed a special appreciation to the WMO Office for West Asia for their continuous support to the activities of the Permanent Committee of Meteorology of the League of Arab States(PCM/LAS) and its Sub-Committees and Working Groups, which demonstrated a good example of cross-regional cooperation among WMO Members, including: The Extraordinary Session of PCM/LAS (Cairo, Egypt, July 2012); The Ministerial Meeting of Arab States Ministers in charge of NMHSs (Alexandria, Egypt, November 2012); Third Meeting of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Permanent Committee of Meteorology and Climate Change (Manama, Bahrain, January 2013); Thirteenth meeting of the Sub-Committee on Telecommunication and Meteorological Information Systems (Cairo, Egypt, March 2013); Twenty-ninth Session of PCM/LAS (Marrakesh, Morocco, April 2013); and Workshop on Capacity Development of Meteorological, Hydrological and Climate Services in Affected Arab countries (Marrakesh, Morocco, April 2013).
5.3     The Group also noted with appreciation that the WMO Office for West Asia supported the activities of the United Nations Agencies and international organizations aiming at developing capacities of, and promoting inter-regional cooperation among NMHSs, in particular, including: Workshop on Regional Climate Modelling, Applications and Analysis organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) (Beirut, Lebanon, July 2012); Meeting on Strengthening Cooperation between the UN and LAS (Vienna, Austria, July 2012); and GCC/UNEP Sustainable Development Strategy Regional Workshop (Kuwait, November 2012). The summary of the key regional activities in cooperation with other regions is attached as Annex I to this report.
5.4 
The Group… 
Annex I Summary of the Key Regional Activities in Cooperation with Other Regions

1.
The third meeting of the Working Group on Quality of Meteorological Services and Information and Seminar on Meteorology and Information (Cairo, Egypt, 19-21 June 2012)
The terms of reference of this WG include: encouraging and assisting Arab NMHSs to obtain ISO certification, improving cooperation between NMHSs and users of Meteorological and Climate Data and Services, in particular media operators and designing a framework for partnership between NMHSs and national and international stakeholders to support provision of Meteorological and Climate Services. The meeting discussed means of meeting these objectives.   

2.
ESCWA Workshop on Regional Climate Modelling, Applications and Analysis (Beirut, Lebanon, 2-4 July 2012)

The meeting was organized by Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in collaboration with the League of Arab States (LAS), Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute (SMHI), Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR).  The workshop was conducted as a part of the regional initiative for the assessment of the impact of climate change on water resources and socio-economic vulnerability in the Arab region, through a project supported by the Swedish international development cooperation agency (SIDA). The regional initiative is an outcome of a collaborative effort between the United Nations, LAS and their respective specialized organizations. The SIDA project is led by ESCWA and implemented in partnership with the LAS, ACSAD, SMHI, and WMO. 

3.
Extraordinary session of LAS Permanent Committee of Meteorology (Cairo, Egypt, 8-9 July 2012)

This session was dedicated to finalize a draft recommendation to the Arab states Council of Ministers on upgrading the PCM into a Ministerial Committee on Meteorology; if approved, this will give better visibility and more support to Arab Meteorological Community.

4.
Strengthening cooperation between UN and LAS (Vienna, Austria, 10-12 July 2012)

This is a biennial meeting agreed on by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States held to ensure up-scaling and strengthening cooperation between the two. Organizations in all areas of mutual concern; they created an economic, social and environmental cluster to allow a comprehensive assessment of the existing activities and mechanisms of cooperation with a view to coming up with practical proposals.  A matrix of activities, with concrete actions and input by UN members of this group in consultation with LAS focal points, was agreed on in this meeting and will be followed by concerned organizations in the next 3-5 years. 

5.
League of Arab States Ministerial Meteorological Committee (Alexandria, Egypt, 7 November 2012)

Ministers in charge of NMHSs in Arab states reviewed and discussed the draft of a proposal by PCM/LAS to upgrade the Committee into a Ministerial Meteorological Committee. The meeting requested more time for discussion before accepting the proposal. 

6.
GCC/UNEP Regional Workshop: Conference on Sand Dust and Dust Storms (Kuwait city,  Kuwait, 20-22 November 2012) 

The workshop assembled environmental and climate experts from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)  countries and from the region and hosted a number of international specialized experts in sand and dust storms monitoring, prediction and early warning.  The conference offers a good opportunity for researchers and experts from different parts of the world to present new information, knowledge and to exchange ideas on the various issues of dust storms particularly early warning, mitigation and adaptation. WMO presented its SDS programme in this workshop.

7.
Third meeting of the GCC Permanent Committee on Meteorology, PCM/GCC and Climate Change (Manama, Bahrain,  30-31 January 2013)

The meeting discussed issues of interest to NMHSs in GCC including: consideration of a working plan of the Committee, cooperation between NMHSs in GCC and CMA, progress on the GCC Weather Radar Network, creating a financial mechanism to support activities, creating a GCC NWP center, creating a GCC DRR and early warning system and GCC sand and dust storm initiative.

8.
Thirteenth meeting of the League of Arab states Sub-committee on Communications and Meteorological Information Systems (Cairo, Egypt, 26-28 February 2013)

The TORs of this Sub-committee include: maintaining the Arab meteorological information system (AMIS), updating Arab NMHSs on outcomes of CBS and CIMO and insuring compatibility of Arab NMHSs with WIS. The meeting had discussed means of meeting these objectives

9.
Twenty-ninth meeting of the League of Arab States’ Standing Committee on Meteorology (Marrakesh, Morocco, 8-10 April 2013)

The meeting discussed and decided: training and capacity development, communication and meteorological information systems, climate and climate change, applied meteorology, QMS, cooperation with WMO and international agencies, GFCS and national policies on drought.
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