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ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED:

Issues related to the organization of the XV-RA II session and the RA II Regional Seminar, planned for December 2012 in Doha, Qatar
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The MG-4 is invited to review the information and give guidance and make decisions on various actions for the effective and efficient organization of the XV-RA II session and the RA II Regional Seminar.
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2. Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fourteenth Session of Regional Association II (Asia);
CONTENT OF DOCUMENT:

Appendix for inclusion in the Final Report:
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DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE RA II MG-4
7.
ORGANIZATION OF THE FIFTEENTH SESSION OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATION II (XV-RA II) AND THE RA II REGIONAL SEMINAR (agenda item 7)
7.1
XV-RA II session concept (agenda item 7.1)
Improvement in WMO processes and practices 

7.1.1
The concept of the XV-RA II session was presented by the WMO Secretariat.  The MG-4 noted the on-going WMO initiative on the continuous improvement in WMO processes and practices, and recognized the need for greater efficiencies and cost-effectiveness in the organization of the session, with particular attention to regional challenges, requirements and implementation plans.  The Group agreed that XV-RA II will focus on the development of an efficient work programme, simple but effective documentation and enhancement of active discussions for decision-making.
7.1.2
Detailed outcomes of the discussion on specific issues are given below.

7.2
Preparation for XV-RA II session (agenda item 7.2)
Date and place of XV-RA II session

7.2.1
The MG-4 recalled that further to the agreement in principle at MG-3 and following consultations among RA II MG members and the recommendation of the RA II president on the place of XV-RA II session, the President of WMO concurred with the proposal of the Secretary-General that the fifteenth session of Regional Association II (Asia) be held in Doha, Qatar in December 2012.  The Group expressed its appreciation to the Government of the State of Qatar for its kind offer to host the session.

7.2.2
The Group recalled that the duration of XIV-RA II (Uzbekistan in 2008) was reduced from nine days (for XII-RA II in Republic of Korea in 2000 and XIII-RA II in Hong Kong, China in 2004) to seven days.  It considered that a total of seven days would be necessary for the effective organization of the XV-RA II session (Qatar in 2012).

7.2.3
In view of the fact that the 2012 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP18) is planned to be held in Doha, Qatar from 26 November to 7 December 2012, the Group considered that XV-RA II would be held from Wednesday, 12 December to Tuesday, 18 December 2012 (seven days including one-day holiday on Friday, 14 December 2012), preceded by a two-day Regional Seminar on Monday, 10 and Tuesday, 11 December 2012.  It agreed that the final date of the session would be confirmed at the next MG session (MG-5) planned during EC-64 in June 2012.

Agenda

7.2.4
The Group considered the possible agenda and documentation plan, with reference to the XIV-RA II agenda (see Annex I (a)) and that for the forthcoming EC-64 (Annex I (b)), in accordance with the WMO General Regulations.  The Group agreed that selected emerging issues and specific regional challenges be discussed during the session under agenda item 6, as well as in conjunction with scientific lectures and/or the Regional Seminar.  It also agreed that the session should concentrate more on decision-making.

7.2.5 
The MG-4 agreed to the draft Provisional Agenda, as given in Annex I (c), for further review and decision at the MG-5 session.
Work Plan

7.2.6
The MG-4 agreed on the draft basic Work Plan for the XV-RA II given in Annex III-b.  The first day should deal with the organization of the session (agenda item 1) and Reports by the RA II president and the Secretary-General as well as WG Chairs and pilot project coordinators (agenda items 2-3).  The second day would be allocated for discussions on controversial issues in the Region.  After a one-day break on Friday, the session would resume the discussions and decisions, moving on to agenda items 4-12. 
7.2.7
The meeting further agreed that all items should be discussed in Plenary meetings, as in the past, with General Plenary to be chaired by the president and the vice-president; and Programme Plenary to be chaired by Co-Chairs (see paragraph 7.2.13).  Programme Plenary A items would be: Observation and Information Systems; Weather and DRR Services; and Research, and Programme Plenary B items would be: Climate and Water; Capacity Development; and Partnerships.  Chairs, Co-Chairs and Secretaries of the Plenaries should facilitate the effective discussions and decisions through the pre-session coordination meeting(s).

7.2.8
Working hours could be 09:00 to 12:00 and 14:00 to 17:00 (six hours per day).  Side meetings and ad hoc group meetings can be organized outside the above working hours in English without interpretation.
Document preparation

7.2.9
The RA II MG-4 agreed on the need for more informative but condensed documents to facilitate discussions and decisions, focusing on regional aspects and priorities, and the need for more consultation and collaboration with the president, WG Chairs and pilot project coordinators for preparation of documents.

7.2.10
The Group also agreed that, similar to the documents for EC-64, the pre-session documents should consist of DOCs (including draft texts, draft Resolutions and short Progress/Activity Reports), and some INFs (English only).  The draft texts for inclusion in the general summary with draft Resolutions should be prepared early in advance and distributed to Members for prior consultation.  DOCs should also be prepared in line with five Strategic Thrusts and eight Expected Results similar to those proposed for EC-64.  For RA II, DOCs should be prepared in Arabic, Chinese, English and Russian.  INFs and DOCs should be distributed through a WMO website, as soon as they are available.

In-session documents and interpretation

7.2.11
The Group considered it appropriate that the in-session documents would be prepared in Arabic, Chinese, English and Russian for early drafts; and for final drafts in English (and other languages, if requested).  For the session Abridged Final Report, English final drafts would be translated into Arabic, Chinese and Russian in due course after the session.
7.2.12
The meeting agreed that during the session, interpretation would be provided in Arabic, Chinese, English and Russian.
Chair/Co-chairs

7.2.13
The Group considered that Programme Plenary A could be co-chaired by [Name] (Country) and [Name] (Country) and Programme Plenary B by [Name] (Country) and [Name] (Country).  Should one of those expected Co-chairs not be able to assume the responsibility, [Name] (Country) could be considered.  The Group noted with appreciation that [Name] (Country) offered to serve as a back-up of Co-chairs.  Briefing Notes for chairpersons should be prepared early in advance.

Establishment of Committees

7.2.14
The meeting agreed that Credential Committee and Drafting Committee will not be established.  Nomination Committee would be composed of the representatives of (Country 1), (Country 2: Chair), (Country 3) and (Country 4).  (Country 5) would serve as Rapporteur on Review of the previous resolutions and recommendations.  The Coordination Committee would consist of the president and vice-president; Co-Chairs; Secretaries of the Plenaries and some Secretariat representatives.

Proposal for new Working Mechanism of RA II for 2013-2016

7.2.15
The Group reviewed the strengths and weaknesses of the current working structure of the subsidiary bodies.  It expressed its concern about the very limited communication within the Working Group and a low level of response from theme leaders.  It also noted the concern expressed by the WIS subgroup coordinator of WG-IOS/WIS that (a) expert members of Working Group and Subgroups are generally less active compared to typical CBS expert team members; (b) some of the members failed to attend the meeting due to national restrictions on travel abroad; and (c) RA II Members are not necessarily cooperative and responsive to inquiries by theme leaders, which set limitations to the activities of theme leaders whose main responsibility is collecting information about status of operations/services and requirements in each field.  In order to address these issues systematically at RA level, the Group agreed on the need to learn the experience of CBS in nomination procedure, where PRs are reminded of their commitment on core member working days per year, which helped to raise the activeness of experts nominated.  The Group also agreed on the need for briefing to Members on the nomination procedures and work of Regional Association with the concrete guidelines on the work.
7.2.16
The MG-4, with reference to the work structures of other Regions, agreed that the functions of the Management Group should be strengthened.  The Group …….
7.2.17
The MG-4 expressed the view that future working structure for RA II would be ………..
Election of officers

7.2.18
The Group noted that [Name] (Country) and [Name] (Country) indicated their intention to be possible candidates for the president and vice-president for RA II, respectively, for election of officers during XV-RA II.

Dates and place of the sixteenth session

7.2.19
The MG-4 noted that the dates and place of the sixteenth session of RA II are to be decided later.

Scientific Lectures and Discussions

7.2.20
The meeting agreed that three-four scientific lectures for a total of two hours maximum should be considered focusing on emerging issues and specific challenges in the Region.  The possible areas of topics are: …………………; …………………….; and ……………………...  The Group agreed that potential speakers should submit abstracts to the president for further consideration at MG-5 in June 2012.

Brainstorming session

7.2.21
The MG-4 considered that, as in XIV-RA II, a brainstorming session could be organized as a side meeting during XV-RA II, if necessary, only for discussion on new concept/initiative.
7.3
RA II Regional Seminar (agenda item 7.3)
7.3.1
The RA II MG-4 agreed to hold the RA II Regional Seminar at the same venue as for the XV-RA II session on 10 and 11 December 2012, prior to the XV-RA II session.  The seminar will be conducted in English only.  No interpretation will be provided in any other language during the Seminar.  

7.3.2
Presentations in the Seminar [ref. Annex V] shall consist of key-note presentation (20-30 minutes) followed by country case studies (10-15 minutes each), to facilitate the participation of a larger number of Members.  Possible themes could be: …………………; ……………………..; ……………………; ………………………………; and ………………………. The theme and topics should be finalized at RA II MG-5.  Presentations on the revised RA II Strategic Operating Plan; the Implementation of WIGOS/WIS in RA II; Role, Operation and Management of NMHSs; and Major achievements by Working Groups and Pilot Projects should be included into the topics.

7.3.3
The RA II MG-4 requested that WMO financial support be provided for one participant from Members with very limited financial resources to participate in the Regional Seminar provided that the participant is planning to attend the RA II Session.  Financial support shall only be provided with priority to participants delivering presentations in the Seminar.  The Group expressed its appreciation to ………………. for its/their indication of possible lump sum support for the participants from developing countries to enable their extension of stay to cover the XV-RA II period.
7.4
Logistical arrangements (agenda item 7.4)
7.4.1
The RA II MG-4 was briefed by Mr A.A. Mohammed, Permanent Representative of Qatar with WMO, on the logistical arrangements for the XV-RA II session and the Regional Seminar.  Mr E. Gouaini, Chief, Conference Services Unit, WMO, provided a short report of his pre-session visit.

7.4.2
The MG-4 noted that ………………
7.4.3
The Group requested Mr A.A. Mohammed and the Local Organizing Committee to arrange, as a matter of urgency, and to report back to the president as soon as possible on the following issues:

· Arrange for block reservation for the hotels close to the meeting venue with cheaper room rates for participants;

· Arrange for affordable hotel rates in different less expensive to meet the various budgets and choices of participants; 

· Arrange for easier visa issuance for participants at the airport upon arrival;
· Provide meet and assist arrangements at the airport;

· Provide IT specialists throughout the meeting;

· ………………….
7.4.5
In view of the above and possible difficulty in finding appropriate accommodation due to COP18, the Group requested the WMO Secretariat to ensure that the Information Note for participants be distributed as early as possible in collaboration with the Local Organizing Committee.
____________
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
XV-RA II session concept
Improvement in WMO processes and practices 

1.
The Fifteenth World Meteorological Congress (Cg-XVI, May/June, 2011: ref. paragraphs 7.4.1-7.4.5 of the Abridged Final Report) considered improvement of WMO processes and practices and identified the following, among others, as areas to focus on:
(a)
The review of WMO constituent bodies, their strategic alignment and their processes and practices for continuous improvement to better deliver the priorities of the Strategic Plan, and in particular that of Capacity Development;

(b)
The identification of regional priorities and action lists by regional associations and their alignment with and to technical commission activities. These priorities should be the driving force of the activities of the technical commissions;

(c)
The practicalities of reducing the intergovernmental part of constituent body sessions;
(c)
The possibility of fewer meetings focusing more on the preparation of action plans and follow-up of earlier agreed actions;

(d)
Optimize further the scheduling of technical commission and regional association meetings.
2.
In this context, the Executive Council, through its Working Group on WMO Strategic and Operational Planning (WG-SOP) and its Task Group on Continuous Improvement of WMO Processes and Practices, was requested to continue the work on this initiative, in particular, the following measures:

(a)
The development of simplified documentation for constituent body sessions to improve decision-making (aiming for a trial at EC-64);

(b)
The establishment of a mechanism that facilitates joint implementation of projects and activities of mutual interest to ensure the feeding of the priorities from the regional associations into the work programmes of the technical commissions. 
3.
In view of the above, XV-RA II will focus on the efficient work programme, simple but effective documentation and enhancement of active discussions for decision-making on the regional aspect of WMO Programmes, in accordance with the WMO General Regulations.

Agenda
4.
Regulation 173 (of WMO General Regulations) states that RA shall normally include:

(1) 
Consideration of the report of credentials;

(2) 
Establishment of committees;

(3) 
A report of the president of the association;

(4)
Reports of chairs of WGs established and rapporteurs appointed by the Association;

(5)
Consideration of regional aspects of WMO Programmes;

(6)
Consideration of regional aspects of long-term planning;

(7)
Scientific lectures and discussions;

(8)
Items submitted by the WMO President, the EC, other associations, UN and Members;

(9)
Review of previous resolutions and recommendations of the Association;

(10)
Review of EC resolutions related to the Association;

(11)
Election of officers.

5.
Emerging issues and specific challenges in RA II may be discussed in conjunction with scientific lectures and/or the Regional Seminar to be organized prior to XV-RA II.  Agenda items submitted by Members should be considered with priority.
Work Plan

6.
The duration of XV-RA II will be kept as seven days (same as that of XIV-RA II) to ensure the effective discussions and decisions during the session.  Prior to XV-RA II, a two-day Regional Seminar will be organized to partially support the participation from LDCs and some developing countries.  In the case of RA sessions, this conventional approach is still considered as beneficial to ensure the participation of a greater number of Members.

7.
All items should be discussed in Plenary meetings, as in the past, with General Plenary to be chaired by the president and the vice-president; and Programme Plenary to be chaired by Co-Chairs.  Programme Plenary A items would be: Observation and Information Systems; Weather and DRR Services; and Research, and Programme Plenary B items would be: Climate and Water (including Agricultural Meteorology); Capacity Development; and Partnerships.  
Documentation

8.
The documentation plan for EC-64 is given in Annex II.  The EC-64 documents will consist of DOCs (including draft Text, draft Resolutions and short Progress/Activity Reports), and some INFs (English and French) and BMs (English only).  Documentation for XV-RA II will follow that for EC-64.
In-session documents and interpretation

9.
In-session documents will be prepared in Arabic, Chinese, English and Russian for early drafts; and for final drafts in English (and other languages, if requested).  English final drafts would be translated into Arabic, Chinese, and Russian, in due course after the session, for the session Report.

10.
During the session, interpretation will be provided in Arabic, Chinese, English and Russian.

Implementation/Next Steps

11.
At the kind offer of the Government of State of Qatar, XV-RA II will be held in Doha, Qatar from Wednesday, 12 December to Tuesday, 18 December 2012 (seven days including one-day holiday on Friday, 14 December 2012), preceded by a two-day Regional Seminar on Monday, 10 and Tuesday, 11 December 2012.  A pre-session visit will be carried out by the Chief of Conference Services Unit, WMO from 28 February to 1 March 2012.  The fourth session of RA II Management Group (Doha, Qatar, 29 February – 2 March 2012) will discuss further the organization of the session and the Regional Seminar.

___________

Annex I (a)

XIV-RA II (Tashkent, Uzbekistan, December 2012) 

AGENDA

1.
OPENING OF THE SESSION

2.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

2.1
Consideration of the report on credentials

2.2
Adoption of the agenda

2.3
Establishment of committees

2.4
Other organizational matters

3.
REPORT by the president of the Association
4.
PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES – REGIONAL ASPECTS


Strategic Thrust 1 - Science and Technology Development and Implementation
4.1
Enhanced capabilities of Members to produce better weather forecasts and warnings (ER 1)
4.2
Enhanced capabilities of Members to provide better climate predictions and assessments (ER 2)

4.3
Enhanced capabilities of Members to provide better hydrological forecasts and assessments (ER 3)

4.4
Integration of WMO observing systems (ER 4)

4.5
Development and implementation of the new WMO Information System (ER 5)

Strategic Thrust 2 – Service Delivery
4.6
Enhanced capabilities of Members in multi-hazard early warning and disaster prevention and preparedness (ER 6)

4.7
Enhanced capabilities of Members to provide and use weather and climate, water and environmental applications and services (ER 7)


Strategic Thrust 3 – Partnership
4.8
Broader use of weather, climate, and water outputs for decision-making and implementation by Members and partner organizations (ER 8)

Strategic Thrust 4 – Capacity Building
4.9
Enhanced capabilities of NMHSs in developing countries, particularly Least Developed Countries, to fulfil their mandates (ER 9)

5.
EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT AND GOOD GOVERNANCE (Strategic Thrust 5)

5.1 Effective and efficient functioning of constituent bodies (ER 10)

· Internal matters of the Association

5.2 Effective and efficient management performance and oversight of the Organization (ER 11)
(1)
WMO Strategic Planning – Regional Aspects

(2)
Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in Regional Association II (Asia)

(3)
Fifth Technical Conference on Management of Meteorological Services in Regional Association II (Asia)
6.
EMERGING ISSUES AND SPECIFIC CHALLENGES

7.
WMO REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC INCLUDING WMO OFFICE FOR WEST ASIA

8.
SCIENTIFIC LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS

9.
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION AND OF RELEVANT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS

10.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

11.
DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTEENTH SESSION

12.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

_____________

Annex I (b)

EC-64 PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1
Opening of the session 

1.2
Approval of the agenda

1.3
Establishment of committees

1.4
Programme of work of the session

1.5
Approval of the minutes

2.
REPORTS

2.1
Report by the President of the Organization

2.2
Report by the Secretary-General

2.3
Report of the Financial Advisory Committee

2.4
Reports by the presidents of regional associations 

2.5   
Report on the 2012 Meeting of the Presidents of Technical Commissions and reports by presidents of technical commissions
3.
GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR CLIMATE SERVICES – PREPARATIONS FOR Cg-Ext (2012)

4.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN, with focussed Priority Areas

4.1
Enhanced capabilities of Members to deliver and improve access to high-quality weather, climate, water and related environmental predictions, information, warnings and services in response to users’ needs, and to enable their use in decision-making by relevant societal sectors. (ER 1).  

4.2
Enhanced capabilities of Members to reduce risks and potential impacts of hazards caused by weather, climate, water and related environmental elements (ER 2)
4.3
Enhanced capabilities of Members to produce better weather, climate, water and related environmental information, predictions and warnings to support in particular disaster risk reduction and climate impact and adaptation strategies (ER 3)
4.4
Enhanced capabilities of Members to access, develop, implement and use integrated and interoperable Earth- and space-based observation systems for weather, climate and hydrological observations, as well as related environmental and space weather observations, based on world standards set by WMO. (ER 4)

4.5
Enhanced capabilities of Members to contribute to and draw benefits from the global research capacity for weather, climate, water and the related environmental science and technology development. (ER 5)
4.6
Enhanced capabilities of NMHSs, in particular in developing and least developed countries, to fulfil their mandates. (ER 6) 

4.7
New and strengthened partnerships and cooperation activities to improve NMHSs’ performance in delivering services and to increase the value of the contributions of WMO within the United Nations system, relevant international conventions and national strategic issues. (ER 7) 
4.8
An effective and efficient Organization (ER 8)

5.
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

6.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

7.
GENERAL AND LEGAL MATTERS

7.1
Fifty-seventh International Meteorological Organization (IMO) Prize and other awards 

7.2
Constitutional and regulatory matters

7.3
Designation of acting member(s) of the Executive Council

7.4
Review of panels and other bodies of the Executive Council

8.
SCIENTIFIC LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS

9.
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

10.
DATE AND PLACE OF THE SIXTY-FIFTH AND SIXTY-SIXTH SESSIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

11.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

____________
Annex I (c)

XV-RA II (Doha, Qatar, December 2012) 

DRAFT 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.
OPENING OF THE SESSION

2.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

2.1
Consideration of the report on credentials

2.2
Adoption of the agenda

2.3
Establishment of committees

2.4
Other organizational matters

3.
REPORT by the president of the Association
4.
PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES – REGIONAL ASPECTS


Strategic Thrust 1 - Improving Service Quality and Service Delivery
4.1
Enhanced capabilities of Members to deliver and improve access to high-quality weather, climate, water and related environmental predictions, information, warnings and services in response to users’ needs, and to enable their use in decision-making by relevant societal sectors (ER 1)
4.2
Enhanced capabilities of Members to reduce risks and potential impacts of hazards caused by weather, climate, water and related environmental elements (ER 2)
Strategic Thrust 2 – Advancing Scientific Research and Application, as well as Development and Implementation of Technology
4.3
Enhanced capabilities of Members to produce better weather, climate, water and related environmental  information, predictions and warnings to support in particular disaster risk reduction and climate impact and adaptation strategies (ER 3)
4.4
Enhanced capabilities of Members to access, develop, implement and use integrated and interoperable Earth- and space-based observation systems for weather, climate and hydrological observations, as well as related environmental and space weather observations, based on world standards set by WMO (ER 4)
4.5
Enhanced capabilities of Members to contribute to and draw benefits from the global research capacity for weather, climate, water and the related environmental science and technology development (ER 5)

Strategic Thrust 3 – Strengthening Capacity-Building
4.6
Enhanced capabilities of NMHSs, in particular in developing and least developed countries, to fulfil their mandates (ER 6)
Strategic Thrust 4 – Building and Enhancing Partnerships and Cooperation
4.7
New and strengthened partnerships and cooperation activities to improve NMHSs’ performance in delivering services and to increase the value of the contributions of WMO within the United Nations system, relevant international conventions and national strategic issues (ER 7)

5.
STRENGTHENING GOOD GOVERNANCE (Strategic Thrust 5)

5.1
An effective and efficient Organization (ER 8)
5.1.1
Internal matters of the Association

5.1.2
WMO Strategic Planning – Regional Aspects

5.1.3
Operating Plan for the Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in Regional Association II (Asia)

5.1.4
Sixth Technical Conference on Management of Meteorological Services in Regional Association II (Asia)

6.
EMERGING ISSUES AND SPECIFIC CHALLENGES

7.
WMO REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC INCLUDING WMO OFFICE FOR WEST ASIA

8.
SCIENTIFIC LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS

9.
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION AND OF RELEVANT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS

10.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

11.
DATE AND PLACE OF THE SIXTEENTH SESSION

12.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

_____________

Annex II

EC-64 Documentation Plan

	Doc 
	Subject

	Number
	

	1.2
	Approval of the Agenda

	2.1
	Report by the President of the Organization

	2.2
	Report by the Secretary-General

	2.3
	Report of the Financial Advisory Committee

	2.4
	Reports by the presidents of regional associations

	2.5
	Report of the 2012 Meeting of Presidents of Technical Commissions and reports by presidents of technical commissions

	3
	Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)

	4.1
	ER 1 Enhanced capabilities of Members to deliver and improve access to high-quality weather, climate, water and related environmental predictions, information, warnings and services in response to users’ needs, and to enable their use in decision-making by relevant societal sectors

	4.2
	ER 2 Enhanced capabilities of Members to reduce risks and potential impacts of hazards caused by weather, climate, water and related environmental elements

	4.3
	ER 3 Enhanced capabilities of Members to produce better weather, climate, water and related environmental information, predictions and warnings to support in particular disaster risk reduction and climate impact and adaptation strategies

	4.4
	ER 4 Enhanced capabilities of Members to access, develop, implement and use integrated and interoperable Earth- and space-based observation systems for weather, climate and hydrological observations, as well as related environmental and space weather observations, based on world standards set by WMO

	4.5
	ER 5 Enhanced capabilities of Members to contribute to and draw benefits from the global research capacity for weather, climate, water and the related environmental science and technology development

	4.6
	ER 6 Enhanced capabilities of NMHSs, in particular in developing and least developed countries, to fulfil their mandates

	4.7
	ER 7 New and strengthened partnerships and cooperation activities to improve NMHSs’ performance in  delivering services and to increase the value of the contributions of WMO within the United Nations system, relevant international conventions and national strategic issues

	4.8 (01)
	Report of the External Auditor

	4.8 (02)
	Report of the Audit Committee

	4.8 (03)
	Annual Accountability Report of the Internal Oversight Office

	4.8 (04)
	Status of Implementation of JIU Recommendations

	4.8 (05)
	EC Working Group on Strategic and Operational Planning proposals on next Strategic Plan

	4.8 (06)
	Implementation of WMO Monitoring and Evaluation System

	4.8 (07)
	Continuous Improvement of WMO Processes and Practices

	4.8 (08)
	Selection process for the WMO External Auditor

	4.8 (09)
	Guidelines on the planning and production of WMO Publications

	5 (01)
	Consideration of the financial statements for 2011

	5 (02)
	Review of Malicious Acts Insurance scheme

	5 (03)
	Expenditures funded from the cash surplus from the fifteenth financial period

	5 (04)
	Amendments to the Staff Rules

	5 (05)
	Pensionable remuneration of ungraded officials

	5 (06)
	Salaries of ungraded officials

	5 (07)
	Human resources management

	5 (C)
	Report on Nominations and Promotions put into effect since EC-63

	6
	Communications and Public Affairs, including the World Meteorological Day theme for 2014

	6.1 (01)
	Fifty-sixth IMO Prize

	6.1 (02)
	Other Awards

	8
	Scientific Lectures and Discussions


Annex III-a

Example of Work Plan (Actual)
(Fourteenth session of RA II, Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 5-11 December 2008)
	All items will be discussed in Plenary meetings 
	Friday
5 December
	Saturday
6 December
	Sunday
7 December
	Monday
8 December
	Tuesday
9 December
	Wednesday
10 December
	Thursday
11 December

	
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.

	President of RA II

items

1, 2, 3, 5-12
	1

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4
3

9*


	5.1(a)

and (b)

WG Rep


	5.2

(1)

(2)

(3)

5.1(c)

6
	
	
	
	
	7


	10

WPs

	8


	WPs

PKs
	WPs

PKs


	PKs

11

12
	

	Session Co-Chair A

items

4.1, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 
	
	
	
	4.1

4.4

	
	
	4.5

4.6


	
	
	
	(WPs)
	
	
	

	Session Co-Chair B

items
4.2, 4.3, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9
	
	
	
	4.2

4.3


	
	
	
	4.7

4.8

4.9
	
	
	
	WPs
	
	


Explanatory notes:

· Figures indicate the agenda items

· WPs: consideration of working papers 

· PKs: consideration by Plenary of PINK report
· * To appoint a Rapporteur on Review of Previous Resolutions
Side meetings: dates and time will be provided at the session
Annex III-b

Draft Basic Work Plan

(Fifteenth session of RA II, Doha, Qatar, 12-18 December 2012)

	All items will be discussed in Plenary meetings 
	Wednesday
12 December
	Thursday
13 December
	Friday
14 December
	Saturday
15 December
	Sunday
16 December
	Monday
17 December
	Tuesday
18 December

	
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.
	a.m.
	p.m.

	President of RA II

items

1, 2, 3, 5-12
	1

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4
3

9*


	5.1.1(a)
WG Rep


	5.1.2

5.1.3
5.1.4
5.1.1(b)
6
	
	
	
	
	7


	10

WPs

	8


	WPs

PKs
	WPs

PKs


	PKs

11

12
	

	Session Co-Chair A

items

4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5
	
	
	
	4.1

4.4

	
	
	4.2
4.5

	
	
	WPs
	
	
	
	

	Session Co-Chair B

items
4.3, 4.6, 4.7
	
	
	
	4.3


	
	
	
	4.6
4.7

	
	
	WPs
	
	
	


Explanatory notes:

· Figures indicate the agenda items

· WPs: consideration of “early drafts” (formerly called working papers) 

· PKs: consideration by Plenary of “final drafts” (formerly called PINKs)
· * To appoint a Rapporteur on Review of Previous Resolutions
Side meetings: dates and time will be provided at the session
Annex IV

Resolution 12 (XIV-RA II)

RA II Management GROUP

REGIONAL ASSOCIATION II (ASIA),

Noting:

(1)
The Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fifteenth World Meteorological Congress (WMO-No. 1026),

(2) The Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Thirteenth Session of Regional Association II (Asia) (WMO-No. 981),

(3)
The reports of the sessions of the RA II Advisory Working Group,
Considering the proposal of the Advisory Working Group of the Association,

Recognizing the need to have a mechanism to address issues not handled by other working groups,

Decides:

(1)
To establish an RA II Management Group with the following terms of reference:

(a) To review matters related to the work of the Association, in particular, on matters requiring actions that cannot wait until the next regular session of the Association;

(b) To plan and coordinate the work of the Association and its subsidiary bodies;

(c) To review the structure and work of the subsidiary bodies of the Association, including advice on the implementation of their recommendations and taking into account financial and other resources needed in the work of these bodies;

(d) To coordinate and monitor the implementation of the Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in Regional Association II (Asia), and to provide the Region’s contribution to the WMO Strategic Plan;

(e) To assess and evaluate the implementation of activities of Regional Association II as per the WMO Strategic Plan; 

(f) To review the requirements and priorities of training and other events to be organized in the Region;

(g) To address ways and means of capacity-building of Members’ National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in the Region for the implementation of WMO Programmes and activities;

(h) To address other issues not covered by working groups, including strengthening of strategic partnerships with regional organizations;
 (2)
To invite the president to act as chairperson of the Management Group, which is composed of the president, the vice-president and three Directors of NMHSs, and as appropriate, other Directors of NMHSs, chairpersons of RA II working groups to be invited by the president for each session subject to the availability of financial resources;

Requests the president to ensure that subregions are represented as appropriate on the Management Group and that the Group meets annually, or as needed, preferably in conjunction with other meetings or events;

Authorizes the president to take necessary decisions on behalf of the Association, after consultation with the Management Group, on important matters;

Requests further the president to report to the Association during the intersessional period, as necessary, and at its next regular session on the activities of the Management Group and relevant decisions taken on behalf of the Association.

_______

Note:
This resolution replaces Resolutions 21 (XIII-RA II) and 26 (XIII-RA II), which are no longer in force.
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Annex V

Scientific Lectures at RA II sessions

XII-RA II (Seoul, 2000)

(a) Diagnosis of typhoon spiral cloud band at sea with SSM/I image (by Prof. Xu Jianmin, China)

(b) Development in numerical prediction of high impact weather (by Mr Jun-ichi Shiino, Japan)

(c) Climate change, climate variation and its impacts in RA II (by Mr Chung-Kyu Park, Republic of Korea)
XIII-RA II (Hong Kong, 2004)

(a) Long-term variations, signatures, sources of Asian dust and role of climate change versus desertification in Asian dust emission (by Mr Zhang Xiaoye, China)

(b) Challenges in providing weather services for a world class airport (by Mr H.G. Wai, Hong Kong, China)

(c) Climate risk reduction and natural disasters (by Mr Ali Mohammad Noorian, Islamic Republic of Iran)

(d) Improvements in prediction of heavy rainfall events with the JMA non-hydrostatic mesoscale model (by Mr Koichi Nagasaka, Japan)

(e) Science of climate change (by Mr Qamar-uz-Zaman Chaudhry, Pakistan)

XIV-RA II (Tashkent, 2008)

(a) Effective use of information on hazardous winds associated with severe storms (by Mr Kunio Sakurai, Japan for Dr Tetsu Hiraki, Japan)
(b) Progress in natural disaster risk reduction in China (by Mr Chen Zhenlin, China)
(c) Integrated approach to disaster risk management, roles and opportunities for NMHSs (by Dr Ali Mohammad Noorian, Islamic Republic of Iran)
(d) Climate change impact on hydrometeorological processes, agroclimatic and water resources (by Prof. Victor E. Chub, Uzbekistan)

Themes and Topics at Regional Seminars and Technical Conferences

Regional Seminar on Meteorological Services: Opportunities and Challenges in the Twenty-first Century (Seoul, 2000)

(a) Role and functions of NMHSs

(b) Opportunities and challenges facing NMHSs

(c) The proposed Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of NMHSs in RA II (2001-2004)

(d) Internal matters, globalization and alternative services
Regional Seminar on Cost Recovery and Administration (Nannin, 2001)

(a) Institutional issues including the structure and organization of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs)

(b) Planning and budgeting

(c) Cost recovery and commercial services

(d) Human resources management and development

(e) Financial resources and their mobilization
(f) International and public relations

Regional Seminar on Cost Recovery and Administration (Hong Kong, 2004)

(a) New structure and organization of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs)

(b) Funding models of Meteorological Services

(c) Cost recovery mechanisms and practices

(d) Mobilization of financial resources

(e) Raising the profile of NMHSs

Regional Seminar (Tashkent, 2008)

(a)
Disaster risk reduction

(b)
Emerging technologies in meteorology 
(c)
Socio-economic benefits of weather, climate and water services 
(d)
National strategic plans and challenges of NMHSs in RA II (including Regional Strategic Plan and Quality Management System)
Technical Conference (Muscat, 2002)


“Working Together Towards Enhancing NMSs in Asia”

(a) Management of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs)

(b) The role and operation of NMHSs, challenges and opportunities

(c) Alternative services delivery

(d) Cooperation among NMHSs

(e) Science and technology, use of new technology in the field of meteorology and hydrology 

(f) Implementation of the Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of Meteorological Services in RA II (Asia)

Technical Conference (Islamabad, 2007)


“Weather, Climate and Water Services for Secure and Sustainable Living”

(a) Social and economic benefits of weather, climate and water services

(b) New initiatives for observations: WMO Integrated Observing System (IOS) and the Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS)
(c) WMO Information System (WIS) and use of information and communication technology
(d) Strengthening of NMHSs to provide accurate and timely information to end‑users;

(e) Role of NMHSs in disaster risk reduction

(f) Strategy for sustainable development of NMHSs

Technical Conference (Daegu, 2011)

(a)
Strategic planning and management of NMHSs (including: social and economic benefits of weather, climate and water services; strategic partnership; and regional cooperation) [corresponds to new WMO Strategic Plan (SP) Expected Results 7 & 8]

(b)
Capacity development in NMHSs (including human resources development) [corresponds to new WMO SP Expected Result 6];

(c)
Improving climate services (including GFCS activities; and adaptation to climate variability and change) [corresponds to new WMO SP Expected Result 3];

(d)
Improving service quality and service delivery, with new technologies in meteorology and hydrology (including Quality Management; sand and dust storms; and SWFDP) [corresponds to new WMO SP Expected Result 1]; 

(e)
Role of NMHSs in disaster risk reduction including emergency response [corresponds to new WMO SP Expected Result 2]; and

(f)
Implementation of WIS/WIGOS [corresponds to the new WMO SP Expected Result 4]
XIV-RA II decision on the Regional Seminar

1.
XIV-RA II (2008) agreed that the topics of the Seminar could include the following:

(a) Strategic planning;

(b) Strengthening of the management of NMHSs;

(c) Social and economic benefits of weather, climate and water services;

(d) Disaster risk reduction;

(e) Resource mobilization.

2.
The Association requested the Management Group to select, as appropriate, the topics of the above-mentioned technical conference and seminar.

_______________
