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WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
Seventh Session of the RA V MANAGEMENT Group

(Honiara, Solomon Islands, 4 November 2011)
1. Opening of the Session (Agenda item 1)

1.1 The seventh session of the RA V Management Group (MG-7) was held at Heritage Park Hotel in Honiara, Solomon Islands on Friday, 4 November 2011 in conjunction with the Regional Seminar on Climate Services in Regional Association V (South‑West Pacific), 1-4 November 2011.  The list of participants is given in Annex I to this report.

1.2 Dr Sri Woro B. Harijono, president of RA V, opened the session at 08:10 hours on 4 November 2011.  The president extended a warm welcome to all participants and thanked the members for accepting her invitation to attend the meeting.  She also thanked the local Secretariat and the WMO Secretariat for the arrangements made for this session.  

1.3 The Management Group adopted the agenda of the session, which is given in Annex II to this report.
1.4 The meeting was informed that all documents submitted for the session and presentations delivered at the session would be posted on the WMO website at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/dra/rap/RAVMG7Doc.php.
2. Matters arising from the sixth session of the RA V Management Group (Agenda item 2)
2.1 The session was informed that a project proposal entitled “Strengthening Regional Cooperation for Development and Sustainability of Meteorological, Hydrological and Climate Services to support Disaster Risk Reduction and Adaptation in Southeast Asia”, which involves Indonesia and Philippines from RA V and Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam from Ra II has been developed and is under consideration for funding by bi-lateral donors.
2.2 The session was also informed that a WMO mission team composed of Mr Robert Masters, Director, Development and Regional Activities Department and Mr Heny Taiki, Programme Officer, WMO Office for the South-West Pacific visited the Fiji Meteorological Service/RSMC Nandi – Tropical Center on 8 September 2011 to follow up on the progress of the WMO fact-finding mission to Fiji carried out in August 2007.  The Group requested that the outcomes of the mission be reported to the next session.
3. Follow-up to the fifteenth session of Regional Association V (XV-RA V), the Sixteenth Congress (Cg-XVI) and the Regional Seminar on Climate Services (Agenda item 3)
3.1 Monitoring the status of implementation of the RA V Strategic Plan (2010-2011)

3.1.1
The Group reviewed the draft survey questionnaire to monitor the status of implementation of the RA V Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in RA V (South-West Pacific) 2010-2011 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/dra/rap/documents/RA-V-SP2010-2011.pdf).  The draft survey questionnaire was prepared based on the survey form for RA II (Asia) incorporating specific items to RA V.  The Group agreed that the survey questionnaire be sent to RA V Members after the finalization by the RA V Task Team on Strategic Planning.
3.2 Implementation of the RA V Strategic Operating Plan (2012-2015)

3.2.1
The Group recalled that RA V Strategic Operating Plan (SOP) (2012-2015) (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/dra/rap/documents/RA-V-SOP2012-2015.pdf) had been adopted in December 2010.  The session noted the importance of the survey to establish a baseline for monitoring and evaluation of RA V SOP 2012-2015.  In this regard, the session was pleased to note that Indonesia had drafted a survey questionnaire as given in Annex III, which includes Regional Key Outcomes (RKOs), Regional Key Performance Indicators (RKPIs), Capability Indicators and contributing programmes.  The Group agreed that the survey questionnaire be able to quantify the baseline information and be further reviewed by the RA V Task Team on Strategic Planning with inputs from the Chair of the Tropical Cyclone Committee (TCC) and Leads of Working Groups of RA V.
3.3 Working mechanism of the Association

3.3.1 The session was pleased to note that Terms of Reference and Work Plans of TCC and the four Working Groups of RA V had been finalized as given in Annexes IV-1 to 5.  Leads of four Working Groups on: Hydrological Services (HYS); Climate Services (CLS); Weather Services (WXS); and Infrastructure (INFR), delivered presentations on Terms of Reference, Work Plans and achievements of the working groups.
3.4 Development of a Regional WIGOS (WMO Integrated Global Observing System) Implementation Plan for RA V

3.4.1 The session was informed of the relevant decisions and guidance made by the Sixteenth Congress, 63rd session of the Executive Council and the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on WIGOS (ICG-WIGOS) concerning the development of a Regional WIGOS Implementation Plan (R-WIP).  The Group welcomed the decision on the development of an R-WIP and agreed that Mr Russell Stringer (Australia), Lead of WG on INFR be the Focal Point of the development of R-WIP for RA V.  The on was also informed that RA II had already initiated the development of R-WIP for RA II which would be a template for R-WIP for RA V.
3.5 Implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)

3.5.1
The session was briefed on the draft implementation plan of GFCS being developed by the Executive Council Task Team for the GFCS, which includes: 1. Introduction; 2. Benefits from GFCS; 3. Scope of the Implementation Plan; 4. Implementation of the GFCS; 5. Enabling mechanisms; 6. Resource mobilization; and 7. Conclusions and recommendations.  The fist draft of the implementation plan will be submitted to the 64th session of EC and the final draft will be submitted to the Extraordinary Congress (October 2012) for adoption.  It was suggested that the outcomes of the RA V Seminar on Climate Services (1-4 November 2011) be incorporated in the implementation plan and the progress of the implementation regularly be reported to Members including Leads of Working Groups.

3.6 Regional events in the sixteenth financial period (2012-2015)

3.6.1 The session was informed of the allocation of the budget for the Development and Regional Activities (DRA) Department for the sixteenth financial period (2012-2015) as given in Annex V.  In order to efficiently implement activities within DRA Department, the following measures will be taken: use of tele-conferences/Internet; implementation of trust fund projects or voluntary contributions; economical organization of constituent body session; restructuring in DRA offices; increased in-kind support for field offices; consideration of the relocation of Geneva staff to the Regions; possible secondment or movement of a field office; and better coordination with other departments and technical commissions.
3.6.2 Taking into consideration that the allocation of the budget for individual activities would be made within a few months, the Group agreed that the Chair of TCC and Leads of Working Groups be requested to submit their proposals on meetings/activities which will require the allocation of budget.  It was suggested that a Technical Conference or a Regional Seminar be held in conjunction with the next session of RA V (2014) to facilitate the participation in the session of RA V and provide opportunities to discuss high priority issues of RA V as well as to present the achievements of subsidiary bodies, hence the meeting of TCC in 2014 be held separately.

3.6.3 The Group agreed that proposed regional events be discussed at the next session of the Management Group to be held during the 64th session of the Executive Council.

4. Other business

4.1 Severe Weather Forecasting and Disaster Risk Reduction Demonstration Project (SWFDDP)
4.1.1 The session was informed of progress of the implementation of SWFDDP for the South Pacific which had entered into the full demonstration phase since November 2010 (to October 2012) after the pilot phase from November 2009 to October 2010.  One round of in-country training was completed and the second training is scheduled for 2012, and interactions between RSMC Wellington and participating countries, especially for wave events had been very useful.  It also noted some challenges including a more objective approach to forecasting by NMHSs, verification of severe weather forecasts and warnings; use of the project to issue forecasts and warnings in the participating countries; cascading process in the countries; poor Nowcasting tools; sustainability of the project (funding).  The Group requested the RAP Office to coordinate with the Resource Mobilization Office and regional organizations to seek the support for the project.
4.1.2 Further to the implementation of SWFDDP in the South Pacific, the Group noted the proposal on the Western Window of the SWFDDP as shown in Annex VI and encouraged those countries having an interest to develop it further with the relevant WMO programme (that is the GDPFS of the WWW)."

4.2 Pacific Meteorological Council

4.2.1
The session was informed that by the decision of the SPREP Council, the Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC), which succeeds the Regional Meteorological Service Directors (RMSD) meetings, and the Pacific Meteorological Desk Partnership (PMDP) had been established as shown in Annex VII.  The Group requested that the outcomes of the PMC meetings and the progress of PMDP be reported to the future sessions of MG and to RA V Members.
5.
Closure of the Session

5.1 The participants, the president of regional Association V and the representative of WMO expressed their thanks and appreciation to the Government of Solomon Islands and Mr Chanel Iroi and his staff for the excellent arrangements made for the seventh session of the RA V Management Group.

5.2 The session closed at 11:05 hours on 4 November 2011.
_______________

