Prioritised Work Elements of the ICT-DRR

(2015)
· Development of Requirements
1. Promotion and strengthening of the principle of free and unrestricted international exchange of data and products among RA- II member NMHSs - Regional Key Outcome No. 1.1.2 of the RA-II Operating Plan 2012-15 [Seeking very kind Action by RA-II President's Secretariat to arrange for full, unrestricted and unlimited access to ECMWF Data, Products through authorized web access of ECMWFs Meteorological Archival and Retrieval System (MARS) to major NMHSs, like India and others, to customize country specific DRR products for multi hazard early warning over RA II region in a coordinated manner]
Activities proposed include

i) Take up needs assessment of country specific DRR products for various multi hazards experienced - Through Circulation of Questionnaire
ii) Organize efforts for Design and develop operational software tools, including GIS/Remote Sensing interfaces, using ECMWF-MARS and other regional data and forecast products from India, China, Japan, Korea etc. for capturing the physical, dynamical and synoptic features associate with various country specific multi hazards somas to enhance overall early warning - Through engaging professional hiring of appropriate services from expert global consultant groups in a time bound manner not exceeding 6-month consultancy for which ICT DRR Chair would prepare draft RFP in consultation with other WG chairs
iii) Organize performance evaluation of developed operational tools, as per ii) above, fully involving NMHSs for the past severely affected multi hazards - Through Consultation and coordination with RA II Presidents Secretariat
iv) Develop and implement training and capacity building of NMHSs forecast teams in operational utilization of DRR Multi Hazard Early Warning tools for successfully forecasting various high impact weather phenomena - ICT DRR Chair in consultation with other WG Chairs shall prepare draft plan for consideration of RA II Presidents Secretariat
· Operational enhancement of Regional Warning Capability at RSMC level for West Pacific and Indian Ocean basins

1. Efforts for further increase in accuracy, timeliness and usefulness of tropical cyclone track, intensity and landfall forecasts - Regional Key Outcome No. 1.2.6 of the RA-II Operating Plan 2012-15 [Seeking very kind Action by RA-II President's Secretariat to arrange for hiring of instrumented aircraft based dropsonde observations from airborne platform owning groups in USA, Germany, NERC-UK, EU etc. through WMO at Government of India's cost over Bay of Bengal during November months so as to improve initial state 3-D structure of cyclonic circulation systems using advanced meso scale data assimilation-forecast systems]
· Issuance of improved Marine Forecasts/Warnings for coastal waters/zones including sea state and wave/swell Regional Key Outcome No. 1.2.10 of the RA-II Operating Plan 2012-15 [Seeking very kind Action by RA-II President's Secretariat to arrange for daily products operationally generated by Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) at least for Indian Ocean region for which India would extend all support in planning and execution of training and capacity building of NMHSs forecast teams in operational utilization of INCOIS generated Marine Forecast Products with appropriate funding support from WMO]

