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W O R L D  M E T E O R O L O G I C A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N

===================================================

DRA-AP/RA V/RS, ANNEX III

REGIONAL SEMINAR ON CLIMATE SERVICES
IN REGIONAL ASSOCIATION V (SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC)
Honiara, Solomon Islands, 1-4 November 2011

INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

Venue
The WMO Regional Seminar on Climate Services in regional Association V (south-West Pacific) will be held from 1 to 4 November 2011 at the Heritage Park Hotel, Mendana Avenue, Honiara, Solomon Islands. 

Immigration and Health Requirement
A valid passport (and visa if applicable) is necessary for all persons entering Solomon Islands. Some countries in the region can obtain Visa on arrival whilst others are not. Participants that are not able to obtain Visa on arrival can contact the host country focal point organiser – Mr Lloyd Tahani, Deputy Director Meteorology, Solomon Islands for Visa formalities (please use Appendix 1 - Visa Application Information Form). The “Application Form for Visa” can be obtained from the website of the Solomon Islands Immigration Department, Ministry of Commerce, Industries, Labour and Immigration at: http://www.commerce.gov.sb/Divisions/Immigration/Application_Form.htm.
Arrival and Transport Arrangements
Transport is arranged for pick up of participants on arrival and transfer to hotels free of charge. After immigration clearance at the airport, look for your names for assistance and transportation to your hotels.
Currency
Solomon Islands’ currency is the Solomon Islands Dollar (SBD). Notes are issued in denominations of SBD 2, 5, 10, 50 and 100. One SBD is equal to 100 cent. Coins come in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50 cents and 1 dollar. Solomon Islands currency can be exchanged at banks. All major currencies are generally accepted.

One US Dollar is approximately 7.50 SBD. Traveller’s cheques can be cashed at the banks in Honiara. General banking hours: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm week days (Monday - Friday) except for ANZ Bank 9:00 am - 4:00 pm week days (Monday - Friday). Participants arriving during the weekend are advised to change some money at the Airport on arrival. 

Credit Cards
The main tourist-oriented businesses accept credit cards, but elsewhere only cash is used. Westpac, Bank of South Pacific (BSP) and ANZ banks give cash advances on credit cards.
Electricity


The electrical current in Solomon Islands is 220-240 Volts, and the type of plug normally used is shown below (type Australian AS-3112). 
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Please bring an extra adaptor if you want to use your laptops, etc. 

Accommodation

There are few hotels located within 5 to 15 minutes walking distance from the Heritage Park Hotel while others are 20 to 30 minutes walk. Participants may wish to stay in the following hotels, which are located close to the meeting venue: 

a)
Heritage Park Hotel
Room rates

P.O. BOX 1598 

Mendana Avenue
Executive Apartment room 
SBD 1,850.00

Honiara
(Queen Size bed)

Solomon Islands
Executive Apartment Single room 
SBD 1,850.00


Tel: +677 24007
(2 single beds)


Fax: +677 21001

(Meeting Venue)

b)
Solomon Kitano Mendana Hotel
Room rates


P.O. BOX 384

Honiara
Single and double (garden view)
SBD 841.50

Solomon Islands
Single and double (sea view)
SBD 925.65

Tel: +677 20071

Fax: +677 23942

(3 minutes walk)

c)
King Solomon Hotel
Room Rates

P.O. BOX 268



Honiara 
Deluxe Room

Solomon Islands
(1 double & 1 single bed) 
SBD 1,000.00


Tel: +677 21208
Ground Floor room

Fax:  +677 21771
(1 double & 1 single bed)
SBD 750.00

(5 minutes walk)

d)
Iron Bottom Sound Hotel
Room Rates

P.O. BOX 1892


Honiara,
Standard rooms

Solomon Islands
Self contained (2 single beds) 
SBD 1,200.00


Tel: +677 28633
Service apartment (2 single beds) 
SBD 1,400.00

Fax: +67728638
Standard room
SBD 880.00

(20 minutes walk)
e)
Honiara Hotel
Room Rates

P.O. BOX 4


Honiara 
Standard room (2 single beds) 
SBD 493.00


Solomon Islands.
Executive and Paradise room 
SBD 1,150.00


Tel: +677 21737
Self contained room 
SBD 1,300.00

Fax: +677 20376
Luxury wing – self contained room 
SBD 1,650.00

(35 minutes walk)





f)
Pacific Casino Hotel
Room Rates


P.O. BOX 1298


Honiara
Deluxe down floor (land view) 
SBD 600.00


Solomon Islands
Deluxe down floor (sea view) 
SBD 650.00


Tel: +677 25009
Upstairs deluxe room (land view) 
SBD 650.00


Fax: +677 22880
Upstairs deluxe room (sea view) 
SBD 800.00


(10-20 min Bus)
Room rates are subject to change by the operators.
Participants requiring the local host organizer to make hotel rooms reservation for their accommodation are required to complete the Hotel Reservation Form (Appendix 2) and fax to the Solomon Islands Meteorological Division (Fax No: +677 23029) or e-mail to l.tahani@met.gov.sb.
Climate

Solomon Islands’ climate is tropical with fairly uniform temperature throughout the year ranging from 22(C to 33(C. Annual rainfall averages 160 mm to 370 mm with annual variation and distinct raining season.  Weather forecasts are available at the Solomon Islands Meteorological Division home page, as follows: http://www.met.gov.sb.
Time

The standard time in Solomon Islands is eleven (11) hours ahead of UTC.

Additional Information
The Solomon Islands Meteorological Service Division will assist with any arrangements related to the meeting. Should you require further information regarding the meeting arrangements, please contact:

 

The Director

Solomon Islands Meteorological Service


P.O. BOX 21, Honiara, Solomon Islands


(Attention: Mr Lloyd Tahani)

Tel:
+677 24218 or 7458690

Fax:
+677 23029

Email:  l.tahani@met.gov.sb
_______________
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WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
REGIONAL SEMINAR ON CLIMATE SERVICES

IN REGIONAL ASSOCIATION V (SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC)

Honiara, Solomon Islands, 1-4 November 2011

Visa Application Information Form

Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms) ………………………………………………………………………………
Profession: ……………………….…………………………………………………………………
Address:  …………………………..………………………………………………………………
            ………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tel:
………………………………..………………...

Fax: …..……………………………………………….

E-mail: …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Passport Details

Nationality: ……………………………………………………………………………………….  

Date / Place of Birth: ………………..………………………………………………………….

Passport Number: ……………………………………………………………………………….

Date / Place of Issue of passport: ……………………………………………………………

Passport Expiry Date: …………………………………..……………………………………….

Location of Solomon Islands Embassy Where You Will Apply for Visa: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please return this form as soon as possible, and in any case not later than

30 September 2011 to the following address:

The Director
Solomon Islands Meteorological Services
P.O. BOX 21, Honiara, Solomon Islands
(Attention: Mr Lloyd Tahani)

Fax:
+677 23029

Email:  l.tahani@met.gov.sb
Appendix 2
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

REGIONAL SEMINAR ON CLIMATE SERVICES

IN REGIONAL ASSOCIATION V (SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC)

Honiara, Solomon Islands, 1-4 November 2011

Hotel Reservation Form

Country: ………………………………………………………………………………………….

Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms) ………………..…….…………………...……………….………………..
Address: ………………………………….…………….…………………………….…………..

……………………..……………………………………………….……………………
Tel: ……..……….………………………….
Fax: ……….……..…………………………
E-Mail: ..........................................................

Date of Arrival: ………………………..…
Flight: ………….………….……….……….

Time of Arrival: …………………………… 

Hotel ……………………………………………………………..……………………………….

Check In Date: ………………..…………
Check Out Date: …………….……..……
Single/Double Room: ….…………….………………………………………………………..
Date of Departure: ….………………….
Flight: ……….………..……………………..
Time of Departure: …………………..….
Signature: ……………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………

Please return this form as soon as possible, and in any case not later than

30 September 2011 by Fax: +677 23029 or Email:  l.tahani@met.gov.sb
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