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Key Issues relevant to GTS and WIS from Cg-XVI

SUMMARY
	This background report summarizes the key issues relevant to the development of GTS and WIS which were considered at the 16th WMO Congress. The WG is invited to take note of relevant decisions of Congress


Congress was concerned that serious shortcomings in GTS still existed in some WMO Regions. It emphasized the importance of continued improvement of the regional component of the GTS to underpin the meteorological services of each Member, as well as to enable the implementation of WIS and WIGOS, and other new initiatives of WMO, such as the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). It urged Members and regional associations to sustain their commitment in this effort and to take effective actions to modernize their national and regional data-collection systems, especially to get as many NMCs as possible connected to the GTS. 

Congress also recalled that CBS had defined the network connecting Data Collection or Production Centres (DCPCs) and National Centres (NCs) to each GISC as the GISC’s Area Meteorological Data Communication Network (AMDCN). Each GISC will take a leading role in ensuring the effectiveness of its AMDCN so that each connected centre can take advantage of more reliable, cost-effective and sustainable managed data communication networks. Congress noted that this new two-level network structure incorporating the GTS will enable further optimization of operational arrangements for global and regional data exchange, especially improving the timeliness of end-to-end delivery of warning messages. It invited regional associations to consult with CBS when reviewing AMDCNs, being mindful of potential cost impacts on the remainder of WIS.
Congress stressed the need for assistance to some developing countries in implementing the migration to TDCF.
Congress emphasized the need to assist NMHSs in implementing metadata generation and exchange, and decided that CBS should develop recommended practices, procedures and guidelines for operation, including training.
It noted that some of the WIS candidate centres had been in pre-operational mode since May 2010. It accepted the recommendation by CBS on the designation of the initial set of WIS centres, and adopted Resolution 11.4/1 (Cg-XVI). 
Congress noted that WIS implementation is now on track for new centres to be operational following Cg-XVI. It emphasized that although the implementation of the new functionality of WIS will then be operational in a few core centres, many Members will still have to begin their implementation. Thus, the full implementation of WIS by all Members will take at least the whole of the next financial period. 

Congress noted that WIS has moved from a development stage into an operational stage, and  that WIS activities in 2012-2015 should be: (1) complete WIS implementation across all WMO Centres; (2) capacity building to ensure support of all WMO Members; (3) leverage WIS advantages for all WMO Programmes; and (4) take advantage of WIS in all WMO Data Management.

Congress noted and supported the following major activities and implementation target dates, and urged all Members and the Secretary-General to identify the necessary resources for reaching the objectives:

(a) Improving the knowledge and capabilities of Members to benefit from WIS functionality, in particular least developed countries, developing countries and small island states through regional workshops and information sessions: 2012-2013;

(b) Implementation of WIS at all NMHS national centres (NCs): 2012-2015;

(c) Implementation of remaining candidate GISCs: 2012-2013;

(d) Implementation of more DCPCs, i.e. WIS interfaces at WMO Programmes’ centres: 2012-2015;

(e) Amendments to the Manual on WIS for enhanced operational arrangements of WIS centres, especially GISCs: 2014.
Congress emphasized that there is still a strong need for coordinating across technical commissions and regional associations, and CBS will continue to be the main body responsible for technical aspects on the implementation of WIS. 

Congress urged technical commissions and regional associations to actively pursue their contributions to the refinement of WIS user requirements to ensure that the Commissions and regional programmes requirements on WIS are taken into account. 
Congress noted that WIS adopted best principles and practices in modern data management, especially where interoperability is necessary among complex systems that are separately managed. Congress urged Members, technical commissions, regional associations, and other bodies associated with WMO to apply such data management principles and practices throughout all WMO data management activities.

With regard to WIS implementation in RA II, Congress noted with appreciation that the regional WIS training workshops successfully hosted by Japan and China provided practical information on the new information system to many Asian countries. Congress stressed the necessity of more capacity development projects for WIS National Centres in developing countries, and the promotion of the use of WIS, together with WIGOS. Congress felt that the area of responsibility of each RA II GISC should be officially agreed upon at the next session of RA II, now scheduled in 2012. However, to allow the Members of RA II to benefit from the new system before this, Congress encouraged RA II to initiate the coordination and consultations as a tentative solution so that each National Centre should be linked to a principal GISC and to a secondary GISC, taking into account the efficiency of options, the cost effectiveness for both NCs and GISCs, data distribution capacity of the GISCs, and the current structure of the GTS.
