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Agenda Item 3: Report on the Key Outcomes from the 16th Session of Regional Association V 
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

SUMMARY
DECISION(S)/ACTION(S) REQUIRED

The MG-12 is invited to note some of the key outcomes from the 16th session of Regional Association V (South-West Pacific) (RA V-16). 
DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE RA V MG-12
3.
Report on the key outcomes from the 16th session of Regional Association V (agenda item 3). 

3.1
The Group expressed its appreciation to the Government of Indonesia for hosting the sixteenth session of the Regional Association V (South-West Pacific) (RA V-16, Jakarta, Indonesia, 2-7 May 2014), and congratulated again the newly elected office bearers of RA V, the president, Dr. Andi Eka Sakya (Indonesia) and the vice president, Mr. ‘Ofa Fa’anunu (Tonga).
3.2 The Group noted with pleasure the report of the newly elected president of RA V to the sixty-six session of the Executive Council (EC-66), with a focus on the major outcomes from the RA V-16. The most important achievements of the RA V included, among others: 

(a) Identification of challenges and high priority areas in the Region;

(b) Refinement and implementation of the RA V Strategic Operating Plan 2012-2015 and the development of the RA V Operating Plan 2016-2019;

(c) Adoption of a Regional WIGOS Implementation Plan (R-WIP-V) and a Regional WIS Implementation Plan (R-WIS-IP);

(d) Adoption of a new working mechanism for the RA V and establishment a Management Group, four Working Groups and a Tropical Cyclone Committee; and
(e) Engagement and contribution to the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to be held in Apia, Samoa from 1 to 4 September 2014. 

3.3
The Group recalled that the challenges in the Region include: 

(a) Lack of qualified personnel and the need for ongoing competency assessments, particularly in the field of aeronautical meteorology;
(b) Need to improve institutional arrangements of Member NMHSs, including enabling legislation,  support effective fiscal management, and securing of financial resources from Governments and other sources;
(c) Need to improve partnerships with key national, regional and global bodies, including funding agencies in order to enhance the service delivery and sustainability of the Member NMHSs;

(d) Need to improve access to, and usage of, NWP guidance material as underlying support to make service delivery better;

(e) Need to a address inadequacies in regional observing and telecommunications systems for monitoring, forecasting, and dissemination of products for  weather, water and climate; 

(f) Need to address inadequacies of early warning services supporting DRR;

(g) Need to fully implement and sustain a quality management system; and 

(h) Need to improve communication with users and stakeholders for better delivery of user-focused services (e.g. climate services to support the agriculture sector),

3.4
The Group recalled that the priorities in the Region include: 

(a) Implementation of WIGOS and WIS in each Member country focusing on concrete and urgent needs related to the maintenance and improvement of the observing and communications systems, and the quality of observations, including radar and upper air observation systems;

(b) Strengthen Regional climate services including improvement of existing climate services and the start of implementation for GFCS at regional and national levels: specific activity to include implementation of Regional Climate Centre networks in the Pacific and in South East Asia; 

(c) Full implementation and maintenance of a Quality Management System (QMS) in each Member of the Association and the consolidation and maintenance of competence standards consistent with QMS implementation;

(d) Improve Service Delivery of hydrological and meteorological services of Members aligned with technical standards and best practice especially with a major focus on strengthening of the SWFDDP and demonstration of the social and economic benefits of these services through tailor made information and effective communication;

(e) Enhance partnerships to demonstrate the benefit of weather, water, and climate services to the community by increasing cooperation and partnership for outreach; this will be done through engagement with regional partners, national and local government and NGOs.
(f) Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the regional activities, building common position on issues like data policy, commercialization and public/private sector relationships; 
(g) Enhance partnerships with existing development partners and create new partnerships that will lead to long term sustainability of the services; and
(h) Undertake capacity building to address issues relating to education and training needs, budget and staff resource deficiencies (including cost recovery), NWP utilization and insufficient qualified personnel,
and the Group further recalled that (f)-(h) are necessary to make the improvements in (a)-(e), which will result in improved service delivery at regional, nation, and local levels.
3.5 The Group noted that the RA V-16 agreed on the following four priorities for the Region for the period 2016-2019:
(a)
Maintenance and improvement of observations and telecommunication networks at the regional and national level through completion of the implementation of the WMO Information System (WIS) and the WMO Integrated Observing System (WIGOS);
(b)
Delivery of improved climate services through the establishment of the optimum network of the Regional Climate Centers (RCCs) to sustainably implement the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS);

(c)
Implement effective education and training programmes that build the capability of NMHSs in resource management, advocacy and outreach, and the National Weather Prediction (NWP) utilization; 

(d)
Achievement by all Members of the standards required for quality management and staff competencies, with a focus on aviation and marine meteorology.

3.6 The Group also recognized the importance of strengthening existing and setting up of multi-hazard early warning systems in light of disastrous tropical cyclones/typhoons, floods, drought, earthquakes and tsunamis such as Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) in the Philippines in November 2013, and Tropical Cyclone Ian in Tonga in January 2014. 
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