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Some typical climate products 
& services

• Access to climate data

• Up-to-date line plots
• Last-15-days and month-to-date maps

• Long-term climate maps
• Forecasts for the next 15 days

• Seasonal climate outlooks
• Scenarios for future climate
• General information



Access to climate data

http://cliflo.niwa.co.nz



Access to climate data



Up-to-date line plots

http://climate-explorer.niwa.co.nz



Up-to-date line plots



Up-to-date maps

http://climate-explorer.niwa.co.nz



Long-term climate maps

http://climate-explorer.niwa.co.nz



Long-term climate maps



15-day forecast plots

http://climate-explorer.niwa.co.nz



Seasonal climate outlooks

http://www.niwa.co.nz/ncc



Seasonal climate outlooks



Projections of future climate

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/climate/



General climate information

http://www.niwa.co.nz/ncc



A well-structured system for 
product generation 



If this is such a good system, 
why are few NZ farmers using it?

• Limited internet access
• Information not quite what they want

• Didn’t know it existed
• Takes time to get it

• Requires self motivation
• Hard to see the value

• Don’t know how to apply the information



“Climate Smart Framers”
project



An email notification service



Systems need to be science-
based but people-centred

The Climate Early Warning System for 
agriculture in Samoa is a collaborative 
initiative involving climate scientists, 
meteorologists, farmers, agricultural advisors, 
administrators, and community leaders. Its 
success is dependent on engagement at each 
step, and the applied knowledge and 
experience of all.
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Need a strong focus on 
interpretation & communication



Deliver what is really needed



Establish response processes 



Lessons learned (ongoing!)

• Good quality data and systems are vital

• Products are great, but…
…you’re only 1/4 of the way there!

• Engage and consult at every step
• Establish partnerships

• Produce things that are really needed
• Delivery mechanism is crucial
• Need response options



Thanks!

Andrew Tait
Climate Scientist, NIWA, Wellington

a.tait@niwa.co.nz


