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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document provides the session with information on improving disaster risk reduction in RAI.



DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:

To agree on:

1. Working Group’s Terms of Reference (ToRs) in Disaster Risk reduction (DRR); and 

2. The work plan for RA I to implement the regional aspects of the WMO Strategic Plan during the inter-sessional period, 2016-2019 with respect to DRR
 APPENDIX A:  
DRAFT text FOR INCLUSION IN THE report of the meeting
4.1(5)
IMPROVING DISASTER RISK REDUCTION IN RA I (agenda item 4.1(5))
Draft ToRs for the Working Group with regard to DRR (the relevant area)
4.1(5).1
To investigate and understand the relationship between NMHS in RA I and their respective Civil Protection authorities and the legislative frameworks within which they operate.
4.1(5).2
Identify the service requirements of the Civil Protection authorities together with any gaps which exist with current services;

Work Plan elements in the implementation regional aspects of WMO Strategic Plan during the inter-sessional period 2016-2019 with respect to DRR 
4.1(5).3
Undertake a survey or study of the Civil Protection authorities within each Member’s nation which identifies the authorities’ requirements, particularly noting any additional requirements that may arise as a result of the Sendai Agreement;
4.1(5).4
Undertake a process to address any deficiencies in the Members’ services noted as a result of the survey undertaken in 4.1(5).3;



APPENDIX C:  
background INFORMATION – 

Disaster Risk Reduction in RA I 
1. Sendai Framework for DRR 2015-2030 

2. The Sendai Framework for DRR was adopted by 187 countries at the Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) held in Sendai, Japan, from 14 to 18 March 2015. The new Framework addresses four priorities for action:
a. Understanding disaster risk;
b. Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk;
c. Investing in DRR for resilience; and,

d. Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response, and to “Build Back Better” in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction;

and defines the role of stakeholders and of international cooperation and global partnerships. 
1.1. WMO Members contribute with a number of activities to each priority for action of the Framework, especially for priority action 4. While WMO members produce forecasts and warnings for hazardous conditions, it is essential that societies are prepared to act appropriately in response. Education and training is the key to improving preparedness for response, recovery, and reconstruction. Early warning systems for natural hazards work only if communities have access to appropriate systems and the members of those communities know how to respond when they receive them. Ensuring access to timely environmental hazard information and communicating (issuing and disseminating) impact-based forecasts and risk-informed hazard warnings to end-users in a manner that is efficient, timely, understandable and actionable are crucial for disaster risk reduction. Such an approach would require a framework for standardized and interactive operations and partnerships for preparedness and response, as well as indicators to monitor processes, performance, and expected outcomes. 

1.2. It should be noted that the Framework’s global target number 7, which reads “substantially increase the availability of and access to multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk information and assessments to the people by 2030”, is especially relevant to WMO and to disaster risk reduction in particular.
2. Disaster Risk Reduction Programme (DRR)
2.1. Congress 17 highlighted the enormous significance of the Sendai Framework for DRR 2015−2030 to the DRR priority of WMO and the need for assisting WMO Members in the effective implementation of this Framework through:

a. Developing DRR knowledge products (e.g. guidelines, standards, training modules) in thematic areas such as hazard and risk assessment, MHEWS, humanitarian planning and response, and disaster risk financing;

b. Assisting with the coordinated national and regional DRR capacity development activities and demonstration projects in these thematic areas; 

c. Promoting, engaging in, and facilitating multi-stakeholder partnerships in DRR on different levels;

4. International Network for Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (IN-MHEWS)
4.1. The Sendai Framework calls for the strengthening of MHEWS and, as stated above, one of its global targets is a requirement for a substantial increase in the availability of and access to MHEWS and disaster risk information and assessments to the people by 2030. The Committee noted that in response to this call, WMO, together with other United Nations agencies and international organizations concerned with early warning, has proposed a new multi-stakeholder partnership initiative to advance MHEWS – the IN-MHEWS. The network, when established, will facilitate the sharing of knowledge and good practices and making available to governments and other key stakeholders policy-relevant guidelines to strengthen MHEWS as a national strategy towards building disaster and climate resilience.

5. MHEWS Initiatives in the region
5.1. WMO has several initiatives that support the development and strengthening of early warning systems, such as the documentation of good practices, development of guidelines and training materials, and national and regional capacity development/demonstration projects. WMO is promoting the establishment and strengthening of institutional collaboration for MHEWS supported by Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) that could facilitate the efficient and effective interaction between and among various key stakeholders on MHEWS. In this regard, WMO has responded to requests made by the Tanzania & Mauritius Governments to assist them in developing and strengthening their SOP relating to their early warning systems and the related interactions between the NMHS and the Civil Protection Authorities.  


