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LOGISTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
(Submitted by Ms Jacinthe Lacroix, Environment Canada, Meteorological Service of Canada)

VENUE:
The “Meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) Open Programme Area Group (OPAG) on Public Weather Services (PWS) Implementation / Coordination Team (ICT) on PWS” will be held in the Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC’s) Office in Montreal (Quebec), Canada, from 23 to 27 April 2012. The MSC’s Office is located at Place Bonaventure, 800, rue de la Gauchetière Ouest, Portail Nord-Est, 7th Floor.  The meeting will take place in the room André-Robert.  The following link shows the exact location of Place Bonaventure: http://g.co/maps/fx64u .
Immigration and Health RequirementS:
A valid passport (and visa if applicable) is necessary for all persons entering Canada.
Arrival and transport arrangements:
Transportation to and from Montreal Pierre-Elliott Trudeau International Airport (YUL) is easy.  By taxi, there is a flat rate of $40.00 CAD to downtowns hotels.  The STM (Montreal Transit Authority) also offers 24 hours a day, 365 days a year transportation between downtown Montreal and the Airport.  Tickets can be purchased at the cost of $8.00 CAD inside the terminal before boarding the bus.  When returning, an $8.00 bus fare is paid aboard the bus (coins only, bills are not accepted).  The bus tickets provide travelers with a transit pass valid on the STM bus and metro network for the next 24 hours.  For more information, visit the STM Website at: (www.stm.info/English/a-somm.htm).
Money:
Local currency in Canada is the Canadian Dollar (CAD).  One CAD is equivalent to approximately one USD.  It should be noted that the exchange rate is subject to daily variations.  The CAD is divided into 100 cents.  Coins come in one, five, ten and 25 cents; they also come in one dollar and two dollars coins.  Canadian banknotes are issued in five, 10, 20, 50 and 100 dollars.  Major currencies can be exchanged at banks nearby Place Bonaventure.
Credit Cards:
Credit cards are widely accepted at major hotels and stores.  The most popular are the Visa and Master Cards.  

Electricity:
The electric current in Canada is 110V/15A, 60/Hz, and the below plugs are usually used.  If your appliances plug has a different shape, you may need a plug adapter.  However, while sockets in Canada are of the 3-prong type, you can either use 3-prong or 2-prong plugs.
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Accommodation:
Each participant will be responsible for making her/his own hotel reservation for the event.  Information on the hotels near the venue (walking distance) can be located at the following websites:
1. Hilton Montreal Bonaventure Hotel:
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/YULBHHF-Hilton-Montreal-Bonaventure-Quebec/accommodations.do
2. Fairmont Queen Elizabeth:
http://www.fairmont.com/queenelizabeth
3. Delta Downtown Montreal:

http://www.deltahotels.com/en/hotels/quebec/delta-centre-ville/
**Important Notice: Participants will be responsible for settling their own hotel accommodation bills with their hotel upon departure, and may be asked to provide a credit card imprint on arrival**.
Although the above-mentioned hotels have been recommended by the Local Organizers, you are certainly welcome to visit http://www.booking.com/ , should you wish to take accommodation at another establishment.
WEATHER AND Climate:
In Downtown Montreal, for the period between April 20 and April 30, kindly note the following information below:

Mean daily maximum:

13 to 18°C


Mean daily minimum:

4 to 6.5°C

Absolute maximum:


28 to 30°C


Absolute minimum:


-11 to - 4.5°C

Mean daily sunshine:

12 hours
Time:
Montreal Standard Time (EST) is - 5hres UTC.
Additional Information:
An evening dinner will be provided for the participants on the Wednesday evening, if you have any special dietary needs please communicate them to Ms Jacinthe Lacroix.  Environment Canada / Meteorological Service of Canada is responsible for the local arrangement of the meeting.  Should you require further information regarding the meeting arrangements, please contact:
Ms Jacinthe Lacroix

Executive Manager
2121 Transcanada Highway
DORVAL, QUEBEC
Canada H9P 1J3

Tel.:      +1 514 421 4603

Fax:      +1 514 421 7250
E-mail:  Jacinthe.Lacroix@ec.gc.ca
with a copy for information to:

Ms Michelle L. Reidsema

E-mail:  MReidsema@wmo.int
____________
